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PREFACE. 
HE World has been oblig'd to an 
Aut bor of diſtinguiſb d Merit, now 
wing, for having been the In- 
52 vextor of a manner of Writing no 
= leſs entertaining than any which” 
had been eſtabliſb d by the Practice of the moſt 
celebrated Ancients. The Form, into which the 
beſt Writer among the Romans generally 
choſe to caſt his Thoughts, was that of Dia- 
logue, or of Converſations related, in which 
the Perſons introduc'd were all Philoſophers, 
and the Diſcourſes wholly ſerious; yet this he 
borrow'd from Plato, and others of the Greeks, 
whom he profeſs d to imitate. But the intro- 
ducing a Sett of Perſons of different Humours 
and Charatters, acting on ſome imaginary Oc- 
cafion which might draw out a variety of In- 
cidents and Diſcourſes, and in which every 
Paper ſhou'd be an intire Piece, at the ſame 
Time that it is a Part of the whole, is the In- 
vention of the Writer already mention d, who 
eems at once to have introduc'd it, and car- 


ried it to Perfection. 
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PTT 
PREFACE. © 
it is no Wonder if the great Succeſs which 


9 


thoſe , Writings have met with, has produc d | 


ſome others of the like Nature. Some of the 
Eſſays in the following Sheets which had been 
written looſely at different. Times, had perhaps 
never appear d at all, or not in this Manner, 
if the prevailing Taſte of the Town had not 
ſeem d to preſcribe this Faſhion of publiſhing 


them. It was never defign'd to proceed further | 


in it than a ſhort Attempt, during an Interval 


of other Papers of this kind; nor was there 


any other Motive to it, than that of laying 
ſome Thoughts in every Perſon's way, which 
might more innocently entertain the Reader 
than the Party-Papers, of which every one com- 
plains ; and which by propagating mutual 


Scandal and Reſentment, have help'd to corrupt 


our Morals, while they have perplex'd our 
Politics. | ; 
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X Blence of Mind deſcribd. Page 126 
* A Advice, on asking and giving it, an 
h Eſſay. p. 19% 
ler Advice ask'd about Marriage; a humorous 
Scene of it from Motizrs. p. 193 
val) porter, ber Letter, deſiring to be admitted 
Pt] a Member of the Lar-Nux NEAT. p. 176 
, Anchorites, their Original. p. 3 
INOEIO (Micha) whence he deriv'd his Ti- 


tle BuoNOROTA. p. 47 
\ pe, its Similitude to the human Species. p. 29 
Arts beneficial to Life, preferable to idle 
Learning. p-· 46 
44 HArts and Sciences, their Ranks and Grada- 
tions. Pp. 48 
Atheiſt, he Inconfiſtency between his Pr nci- 
ples and his Purſuits - pi. $5 
haracter of an Atheiſt, well drawn, by 
Vikoir. „ 
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The 1 N D E X. 


Barg. the Strength of Wyman. p. 78 
F-OTAKE cad. a Cure for 8 


21 
BRTLAM IAA (Mr. Ravenscrorrs, 20 lee 
her Irreſolution. p. 18 
Blaregnies, Burtle of, a Eetter Fourthence-of 
an Officer to bis Miſtreſs juſt before the Eu- 


gagement. p- 162 
Blockheads 7 4 in a Bargain. p. 199 
Bookworm, Sir GREGORY, @ Grammatical 

Blockbead. p. 4 
Bnazren, Harv, his frank and impudent 

Conrtſhip. p. 146 
Breeches of St. Gxirrox, a Popiſh Miracle 
p. 59, Ce. 
Britons, why they are more various 2 their 
Humour than any other Nation. p. 134 
C 
celeb Tom his way of governing his 
Wife. p. 192 


Cartons of Raynazr commended. p. 198 
Captives, a Comedy of PLavurvus, its Fable, 
and the Beauties of it repreſented. p. 545 
| 55, 56 
Chriftmals-Cheer, a Letter on it ſent to Nr. 
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The IND E X. 
Colours, Sir IsaAc Newton's Notion of 
then. | p. 181, 234 
Comedies ſerious, a Diſcourſe on them. 54g 
Conſtitution 'of Body, 4. Soil for Virtues or 
Dices. | 2405 
-Corinthian Tincture to prevent bluſhing. p. 27 
Courage, difficult to aſcertain its natural 

2 - 73—Acquir d by Practice. p. 74 
Court-Life, a hore Pikkure — 
Court-Friends, their ciuil Excuſes, bb. 
Credulity of the Engliſh. p. 22 
Critick, a generous one deſcr ib d. n 
Criticks Grammatical, rallied. p. 48,49 
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F Deriſian, a Diſcouragement to Virtue. p. au, 
Oc. | : | 
Deſcriptions in Poetry, the Reaſon: why they 
pleaſe. 


Diſimulation in the Aſpect, an aue iz 

Don SssAsrIAx, a Scene in it ME cb. 

Dxrprn, his Verſes -#0 Sir Gonmnine! . 

.LER commended. | p. 189 
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Elephant, the chief of the Swine-Race. p. 30 
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The INDEX. 


End of every Action 10 be conſſder d, a moral 
Story on it. p. 111 


»Engliſh, their Credulity. p. 22. 


Epxcurvus, his ſenſual Principles. p. 118. 
Eſſenes, a Sect among the Jews, a ſhort Ac- 


count of them. p-· 2 
0 F , 

" an Effay on it. p. 65 
—— Deſire. of Fame after Death, argues the 
Belief of a future Ex ſtence. p. 68 
Fate, the Stoical Notion of it. p. 216 
Fear in Women, an Eſayon it,  p.71 
The Reaſon why it pleaſes. p. 76 


Flatterers, the Eccho s to Great Men. p. 192 
Ft oxio, a modeſt Senator, his Character. p. 26 
Followers of the Wits in Fabion. pi. 200 
F ools Lunatick, an oppoſite Species to Luna- 

tick Wits. pe- 198 


Several kinds of them enumerated. p. 199, 200 
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Fool, a Story of one heighten'd by a Fit of 


' >> Madneſs into a Wit. p. 155 


5 Fortitude, the Want of it in good Men expoſes 
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them to vicious Compliance. pi. 205 


8 * (Nr) his careleſs Character. p. 12. 
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"—His telligence of a Deſign againſt the 
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Hi Eſſay on Fear in Nomen. 
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Makes an Elopemant from the ö 


STERY. 


His Account of. aJ.ay=Nounnsar. 
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Cboſen Secretary for Female Affairs. p. 148 


His Anſwer to à Lady, defiring to be re- 
commended to the Lay-NuNNekr. 


A Leiter 1 him from a learned Lady. 1177; 
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-Gradation of Animals. | 
Grammarians and Commentntors, their Leurn- 


ing mechanical. 
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Heroes, their great Actions and Errors ſpring. 


From the ſame Principle in bein Complexion 
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Hiſtory. Fainters und Epitk* Poets 3 
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Impudence, an Eſſay on it. wa p. 21 
Sometimes taken for Courage. p. 22.—Knows 
nat when it is anſwer d. P. 22 
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Dun to. ä P. 143 
——Jounson (Mr.) a Member of the Lar- 
_ - Monasrerr, his Character. p. 8, 9 
Itinerants Religious, a Deſcription of them. 
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Tnvalids in Vice, a Deſcri _—_ of them p. 121 


vi Juſtice of Peace, Character of an old faſbio- 
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Icon (Dr.) a Member of the papa 

| b © © STERY. p. 1 

J': —His Le an the Variety and Gradation of 

| i2 | Animal F. p- 2 
Lander, Painters compar'd "with Writirs if 


. Paſtoral. * 184 
Lar-Moxasrenr, its * 12 
ANA | IR 8 


The INDEX. 


- —Tts fundamental Statutes. 
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Reports and Suſpicions concerning it. p. 35 
Attack d by a Mob. 
Lar-NunxERY, an Account of one. 
Letter from a Lady, deſiring to be admitted 


a Member of it. 


p. 127. 


Larva, @ Hypocrite, hir Character. 
ä Liberty of the Will, an Eſſay on rt. 


Libertine acts like the Athe 


Principles. 


Light, an Eſſay on it. 
- Lyon, à Creature of the Cat Nature 
- Locxter (Sir Evsracs) propoſes the founding 


a Lay-MonasTtRyY. 


[His Charatter. 


p. 3 
p. 94 


176 


p. 138 
p. 215 


iſt, without his 


P-121 
p- 234 
8 9 


p- 1, 2. c. 
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His Affection for NxD FREENMAN. p. 124 
Long Life, the Vanity of wiſhing for it. p. 1 07 
Love at firſt fight, a ſhort Deſcription of it. 


Love, an Eſſay on it. 
The Efetts. of it on different Character. 
4 | . p. 1660 
Luckertius, his Notion of the Gods abſurd, 

| p. 112 
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p. 18 
p- 159 


Madman and Fool, Mixtures of them in the 


ame Cumple on. 
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me The IN D E X. 

(  IMarnenty (Francis) his effeminate Educa 
Fl tion and Accompliſhments. p. 212 
Marriage, Advice ask'd about it hy an old 
Fellou, a Scene from MolIERE. p. 193 


— 


nn ebe, two Letters on them. 


P- 148. 1 50 
aMcraphyſical.Subtlctie: cenſur'd. p. 11 
?Mireh, the exceſſive. Afeciation ef it cenſur'd. 
33 
i eſſential to Com dy). * 53. 
Nodeſty, ſeveral falſe Kinds ef it. p. 25 
An __— Hiſtory: of. — Inftitu- 
'/ / aPa3ol3: 
— a beautiful: 1 ide d. 
139 
Morning, the | warious De Ons q -it-by 
Poets. P1227 
©7271 | oi p41 : ; 
\Nicors: (Father) his Amour, and Stratugem 
no cover it by a Miracle. p. 59. Oc. ff | 
311.8 ] 
© | 
Omnipetence of the Divine Being, an Eſſay | 
en it. p. J 
Derranr (Wu. ) a Jang Fellow, bis Cha- 
ratier p. 166 [F 
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Painting and Poetry, the Parallel between 

them, an Eſſay. pi. 181. Cc. 186 

Painters borrow their Defigns from the _ | 
p. 1 

—Agree ink them in repreſenting Virtues. as 

Goddeſſes, and Vices as Furies. p. 187 


Pictures improv'd by Time. p. 189 
——The 6d ranging of them in Colle, | 

| p.190 
. Pigmies, a Fabulous Nation; a Conjetture 

whence they were derid d. p. 37 

Pleaſure, Soromon's ironical Invitation to it 

paraphras'd in Verſe. p. 98 

Pleaſures of the Mind, an Eſſay on them. 


169 

prieſts ( Popiſb) their due to conceal ai laes Vices 

of. their Order, a Story of it. p. 59. G 
Privacy, the Pleaſures of it. p. 14 

PrxupenTtIO, his Charatter. p. 168 

PrrHaGoRas founds a College in Calabria. 


=" Wo | | P- 2. 

—His Notion of the Tranſmigration of „ 
P- 1 

Ponrevs the Mountebank, his Charatter of 


the Engliſh. p. 22 
Preſcience Divine, how a with human 
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Razrika, a well-bred ill- natur d Man. p. 139 
Ranger (Ton.) a Country-Squire, his Di- 

verſions and Charatter. p. 168 
RAPHAEI, his Piece of ConsranTtINE and 

MaxenTivs, reſembles the Battles in Vik- 
* $GIL. p. 185 
AA Conjeture on the Jupiter in his Cupid 
und Phſyche. | P- 186 
Rawwvanscrorrt (Jacos) choſen Secretary to the 
 \Lav<Monasrery. 


p. 7 
His Charafter and Hiſtory. p. r 5 


His Seudies in the Univerfity. 

Revreation, an Eſſay on it. p. 164. . 

Renown, the ſame IftinEt of it — 

ert and Heroes to oppoſe them. p. 65 

Rox uiIio Don Jong) bis Letter on Im- 
Pudence. P. 143 

8 
School-men cenſur d. p. 11 


StivxRScCART (Dilax) her Letter, deſiring to 
be recommended to the LAr Nu N NE Rx. 


P. 127 
— Her deen Letter, renouncing the Nuxnx- 
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Tx. p. 210 
f Sim ile- 


The FNDER. 


Simile-Maker, a4 Charatter of one: p. 53 
Singularity expoſes a Man to Cenſure. p. 35, 
SINGLE (Ars) her Letter, giving an Account 

of a Ear-Nunxesy. p. 94 


Street (Mr.) a Scene in his W 
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commended. _ 
Species of Beings, their Boundaries hard to be 
diſtinguijt' d. p. 29 


Spleen, an Eſſay on it, in four Diſtobrſes. 


: P. 12 29. 153. 197. 202 
A due Proportion of it produces fine Ge- 


nius 's. | p. 131 
Different Effects of it. 135 
The moral Effects of the Spleen con der d. 

p. 202 

1 
Tranſmigration of Souls, PrraacoRas's No- 
tion of it. p-. 5 

TurLy, his Vanity. p- 66 


Turkifh Tales, a Story ot ont 7 them. p. 111 
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Venter (Harry) 4 ſuperannuated Libertine, 
His Complaint. p. 122 


Vices ſometimes like Virtues, p. 21 


Vertue 


The I ND E X. 
Vertue and Vice, their various Mixtures and 


Combinations. P- 204 
Virtuoſo in Books deſcrib d. p. 49. 50 
Uphollterer i in Learning ; a Charatter of one. 
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Wanxwrrl (R arPH) his Letter concerning 
the LAT NUN NIX. p· 129 
WIn II ToN (Sir ARTHUR) a Member of the 
Lar-Mo sas Ti RAY, his Character. p. 11. 12 

” —Sav's the Lay-MonasTtrery from being 
 demoliy'd. p. 38, 39 —His Story of the In- 
trigue of a Popih Pri-ſt. p. 59—His Com- 
plaint againſt diſſolute 4 p. 78 
Womaniſh Man, a Character of one. p. 212 
Women, Warlike, ſeveral Inſiauces of them. 
p. 75.—A remarkable Story of one. Ibid. 
goa (Witt) fell in Love with his Miſtreſs 
in a Fright. P- 77 
Woodland Gods and Nymphs, derivd from 
Apes and Monkeys. P- 31 
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Youth, its Propeufions to Pleaſure dangerous. 
N. 96, 97 
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Sine nunc meo me vivere interea modo. Ter. 
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Mon pAv, November. 16. 1713. 


I BO UT three Years ago, ſeveral 
SGBentlemen of liberal Education, 
: E Perlons of Leiſure, eaſy in their 
Fortunes, and free from the Im- 
> pediments of a Family, became ac- 
Macho: quainted ; and growing intimate 
Ini Friendſhip,' as Men of the ſame Taſte and In- 
N clinations quickly do, held occaſional Meetings 
for their mutual Entertainment and Improve- 
ment, by a free Communication of their Senti- 
ments on Subjects of F hiloſophy and polite Learn- 
ing. At length, at one of their ectings, Sir 


USTACE 


De Lar-Monasrauxy. [Ne 
Evsracs Lockzx, a Gentleman much eſteem't] 
by the reſt, acquainted them, that he had ſome 
thing ſingular to propoſe to them; and the Ex 
pectation of the Company being rais d to knom 
_ it was, he deliver'd himſelf at large, as fol- 
ows: 
© GENTLEMEN, You, who are converſant 
with Books, may remember as well as I, what 
we are told of Pythagor.s ; that when he had 
« travell'd thro? 125 and Aſſyria, and by ac- 
6 2 himſelf with the Do&rines and Cu- 
© {toms of their learned Sages, had enrich'd his 
Mind with Variety of Science, and collected the 
moſt excellent Precepts and Rules of Life, he 
founded a College in Calabria, for culti vating the 
Minds, and regulating the Manners of Youth ; 
« which was afterwards call'd the Iralick School. 
Among other wiſe Inſtitutions, believing 
© that Solirude much favour'd the Deſign of phi- 
© loſophical and contemplative Men, he initiated 
* no Members into his Society, but ſuch as ab- 
© ſtrated themſelves from publick Affairs, aban- 
don'd the meaner Purſuits of Profit and Plea- 
« ſure, and reſolv'd no longer to mingle with 
© the World. And this was the firſt Inſtance 
© recorded in Hiſtory of a Monaſtick Life. 
The Eſenes, a Sect among the Jews, following 
© this Example, for the more effectual Acquiſiti- 
on of ſublime Knowledge and Vertue, deſerted 
Towns and s Cities; and relinquiſh- 
< ing all Commerce with the buſy Part of Man- 
© kind, had their feparate Abodes in remote and 
© unfrequented Place. 4, 
In Imitation of this retird Life, about the 
-+ third Century, ſeveral Chriſtians that expreſs'd 
the higheſt Veneration of Religion, and aim'd 


at 
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© to diſtinguiſh themſelves from others, who in 
their — by looſe and diſorderly Man- 
ners, debas'd the Dignity, and ſullied the di- 
vine Character of a Chriſtian, withdrawing 
© from Towns and Places of Concourſe, re- 
* nounc'd the Converſation of their Species; 
* whence they deriv'd the Appellation of An- 
© chorites, 
© Theſe Religious Itinerants, deſtitute of Ha- 
«* bitations, and without any Rules and Inſtitu- 
© tions to form their Manners, and regulate their 
Lives, rov'd about the World vagous and un- 
* confin'd, or repair'd to wild and unpractis' d 
Mountains, vaſt Woods or ſolitary Plains, 
* where they underwent innumerable Hard- 
* ſhips and painful Auſterities, and freely choſe 
+ the Curl, of Nebuchadnezzar, We muſt 
imagine them in very whimſical Circumſtan- 
© ces, if not wholly govern'd by the ſecret In- 
© fluence of the Moon, who 8 Rags to 
© clean and decent Garments, and loneſome 
Caves to convenient Houſes, were contented 
to live like wild Beaſts, whilſt they pretended 
* to be exalted above the Race of Men. At 
© length ſome of theſe erratick Saints were firſt 
collected into a Body by St. Bened:#, enclosd 
© in conſecrated Walls, and reſcu'd from the 
s Wilderneſs, to be civiliz'd by regular Diſci- 
* pline and prudent Inftitutions. 

© After this Model, numerous Monaſteries were 
ſoon erected; and the Monks of various Or- 
© ders (a fertile Race of Men) encreasd and 
* propagated their 
+ peopled: all Chriſtendom. Many Things, *tis 
true, are juſtly objecte * the Orders and Sta- 

| 2 © tutes 
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Species ſo faſt, that they ſoon / 


No 1.] The Lay-MoxasrTzsr. 9 
at an exalted Degree of Sanctity and Devotion, 
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** 
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4 The Lar-Monagrezr. [No 1: 
* tutes of theſe Religious Societies; yet when I 
© have reflected on the great Advantages and 
Opportunities afforded by a retir'd Life, to 
* inſpire the Soul with generous Sentiments and 
divine Paſſions, to augment and refine our 
; © Tdeas, and elevate the Mind to the greateſt 
« Heights of Science and Vertue, I have often 
« with'd to be a Member of a LAx-MoNAST ER, 
that ſhould not be liable to any juſt Objection; 
« where the Fraternity might be — diſ- 
« engag'd from Buſineſs, zealous in the Intereſts 
of Learning and Morality, and, in ſhort, a- 
dorn'd with the Qualifications, which (my 
© ſelf excepted) all the Individuals of this Com- 
6 pany eminently poſſeſs. For this Reaſon my 
« Propoſal is, That we ſhould form our ſelves 
into ſuch a Monaſtick Society; that being ſepa- 
rated from the Crowd, and deliver'd from the 
« Noiſe and Strife of the Buſy, we may with 
greater Succeſs purſue our Improvements, and 
enjoy the elegant Satisfaction of Friendſhip in 
Retirement. a 

© I do not, continu'd Sir Evsracr, expect a 
« preſent Anſwer, but recommend what I have 
now offer'd, to be confider'd, and will wait till 
* our next Mceting for your deliberate * 
nion; at which Time, if you approve the 
© Propoſal, you will ſuggeſt ſuch Statutes and 
© Rules as you think proper for our Lay-Con- 
© VENT. : 


At another Meeting, not long after, Sir Ev- 
sr Ack reſuming his Diſcourſe, continu'd : I 
* preſume, GENTLEMEN, you have well weigh'd 
the Project I propos'd to you, when we were 
« laſt aflembled : „ methinks, if ever there 
x , 4 $ was 
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1* Me x. The Lar-Monastexy. 5 
1 ) © was a Seaſon that invited to a ſolitary Life, it 

5 © js this: For, befides the Charms that, in m 

1 © Opinion, are always to be found in Quiet and 
r * Retirement, you ſee how the Freedom of 
bo © Converſation is at preſent ſuſpended, and every 
1 vhere perplex'd with Party- Diſputes; ſo that 

7, © a Man can hardly go into a promiſcuous Com- 
3 © pany, but he will either ſee them look upon 
"4 one another with Coldneſs and Suſpicion, or 
is * whiſpering to know who that ſtrange Gentle- 
a- man is before they will open their Minds; or 
ay elſe they are all inflam'd, and in a Ferment, 
n- * and the whole Company appears as if you. 
ny * ſhou'd go into the Theatre at the laſt Act of a 


es Tragedy, and without knowing what paſs'd 

R * before ſhould think, as any Man wou'd, that 
* * the Actors all talk'd like Men out of their 
th * Senſes. This is ſo much our Caſe, that I hope 
nd it is your Opinion as well as mine, that our 
in Intereſt engages us to retreat from ſuch diſa- 

: * greeable Company, and form a private Socie-- 
« PZ where we may keep an undiſturb'd Poſ- 
* ſeffion of our ſelves, enjoy each other's Friend- 
* ſhip, and the inexpreſſible Advantages of un- 
© interrupted Freedom. I have a Houle not far 
© from the Town, which ſeems every way con- 
© venient for this Purpoſe, and which (it your 
« Sentiments agree with mine) is at your Ser- 
vice. 


Ev- After a little Diſcourſe, the whole Company 
«1 expreſs'd their Approbation of this Pr fat, 
gh'd and thank'd the Knight for his generous Offer, 
were The Laws and Orders for the new Convsnr 
here M 2 under tr — ; and the 3 
was nſtitutions agreed upon were theſe that 
Follow, , B 4 I. That 


2 1 
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I. That the Fraternity be aſſembled twice 
2 Week; and that every Member prepare in 
his Turn an Eſſay in Writing on any Subject 
himſelf ſhall chuſe, for the promoting of Learn- 
ing, Morality, Politeneſs, or the Knowledge of 
human Nature, to be communicated to the reſt, 
of which one ſhall be read at every Meeting; 
and when the Members have deſcanted upon it, 
it ſhall be corrected where the Majority think 
fit; and when written out fair, be committed 
to the Cuſtody of the Secretary, and repoſited 
in the Archives of the Convenr. 

II. That none ſhall enter into any Diſcourſes 
or Debates about Affairs of State, nor commu- 
nicate to the Aſſembly any Eſſay upon Politicks 
and Government. The Gentlemen being of 
different Opinions in theſe Points, this Order 
was made to prevent Diſputes and Party-Animo- 
ſities, that at leaf one Britiſh Society might live 
in Tranquility, and not be diſtracted and divi- 
ded againſt it (elf. | , 

III. All the Members are to live a fingle 
Life, tho'a Vow of Celibacy is impos'd on none 
but if any one is pleas'd to marry, his Relation 
to the Fraternity ceaſes, and another is to be 
choſen in his Room. Lid” 

IV. That no Member ſhall lie under any Con- 
ſtraint to continue in the Fraternity, but ſhall 
have his Diſmiſſion whenever he roy (oh it; this 
Society being declar'd free and voluntary. 
V. That a new Member ſhall be elected, upon 
the Deceaſe or Diſmiſſion of any of the old, with- 
in Ten Days. 
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Theſe general Rules being eſtabliſh'q, th 
1 to the Choice of a Secretary; whic 
_— fell upon me, the leaſt worthy of the 

Number. 

In a ſhort Time we repair'd to our Lay- 
Convent, where Apartments and all Conveni- 
ences were provided for our Reception. Here 
we purſu'd with Alacrity and Pleaſure the End 
of our Society, till about Ten Days fince Sir 
EvsTAcz at one of our Conventions mov'd, 
That for the Entertainment of others, ſome of 
our Eſſays ſhould go abroad. I made ſome 
Objections to it; but the Motion was well re- 
ceiv'd by the major Part; and after a ſhort De- 
bate, the Fraternity came to the following Re- 
ſolution. 


Reſolv'd, 
That Mr. JacoB RAvEnsCROPT, one of the 
Members, and Secretary of this Society, be em 


and he is hereby empower d, to print and publiſh, or 
cauſe to be printed and 5% every Wk three of 
our vt eit her in Proſe or Verſe, and any Conferences 


that ſball paſs in the Society, or any Papers that 
be ſens to it, as he ſhall judge fit. * Ten 


And this Reſolution was Enter'd and 
Regitter'd accordingly, b 


4 , p e 7 * _ * * L a * => | 2 . N 5 2 
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Nous EA II. 


— nero nermeennnnes — 


U in corporibus magna diſſimilitudines ſunt, 
fic in animis exiſtunt majores varietates. 
Tull 
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M* former Paper gave an Account of a LA r- 
MoxAs TER lately inſtituted, and that 
the Gentlemen of this voluntary Society were 
engag d in it out of a Deſire of Living after their 
own Humour, and enjoying a Freedom of Con- 
verſation, as well on Topicks of Natural and 
Moral Philoſophy, as on Subjects of Polite Learn- 
ing; lam now to inform the Reader who the 
f Perſons are, that compoſe this Fraternity. | 
. 8 The firſt I ſhall name is Mr. Joanson, a Gen- 
* 


1 44 fleman that owes to Nature excellent Faculties 
1 and an elevated Genius, and to Induſtry and A 
0 1 many acquir'd Accompliſhments. His 
ml aſte is Jifinguiſhin » Juſt and delicate; his 
. Judgment clear, 1 Reaſon ſtrong, accom- 
pany'd with an Imagination full of Spirit, of 
reat Compaſs, and ftor'd with refin'd Ideas. 
e is a Critick of the firſt Rank; and, what is 
his peculiar Ornament, he is deliver'd from the 
Oftentation, Malevolence and ſupercilious Tem- 


Per, that ſo often blemiſh Men of that Chara- 


Cer, 


| 
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er. His Remarks reſult from the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, and are form'd by a Judg- 
ment free, and unbiaſg'd by the Authority of 
thoſe who have lazily followed each other in the 
ſame beaten Track of Thinking, and are arriv'd 
only at the Reputation of acute Grammarians 
and Commentators ; Men, who have been copy- 
ing one another many Hundred Years, without 
any Improvement; or, if they have ventur'd 
farther, have only apply'd in a mechanical Man- 
ner the Rules of ancient Criticks to modern Wri- 
tings, and with great Labour diſcover'd nothing, 
but their own Want of Judgment and Capacity. 
As Mr. Jonnson penetrates to the Bottom of his 
ubject, by which Means his Obſervations are 
{ſolid and natural, as well as delicate, ſo his De- 
gn is always to bring to Light ſomething uſe- 


ul and ornamental; whence his Character is 


the Reverſe to theirs, who have eminent Abili- 
ties in inſignificant Knowledge, and a great Fe- 


licity in finding out Trifles. He is no leſs indu- 


ſtrious to ſearch out the Merit of an Author, 
than ſagacious in diſcerning his Errors and De- 
ets ; and takes more Plealure in commending 
he Beauties, than expoſing the Blemiſhes of a 
audable Writing: Like Horace, in a long Work, 
e can bear ſome Deformities, and juſtly lay 
hem on the Imperfection of Human Nature, 
which is incapable of faultleſs Productions. 
hen an excellent Drama appears in Publick, 
nd by its intrinfick Worth attracts a general Ap- 


flauſe, he is not ſtung with Envy and Spleen ; 


or does he expreſs a ſavage Nature, in faſtening 
pon, the celebrated Author, dwelling upon his 
maginary Defects, and paſſing over his conſpi- 
vous Excellences. He treats all Writers upon 


he ſame inpartial Foot ; and is not, like the 
little 


"Do e arne ru be 
litde Criticks, taken — in finding 
only the Beauties of the ancient, and nothing 
but the Errors of the modern Writers. Never 
did any one expreſs more Kindneſs and good 
Nature to young and unfiniſh'd Authors; he 
their Intereſts, protects their Reputa- 
tion, extenuates their Faults, and ſets off their 
Vertues, and by his Candor guards them from 
the Severity of his 2 He is not like 
thoſe dry Criticks, who are moroſe becauſe they 
cannot write themſelves, but is himſelf-Maſter 
of a good Vein in Poetry; and tho? he does not 
often employ it, yet he has ſometimes entertain d 
his Friends with his unpubliflyd Performances. 
Dr. Lacos, a Phyſician, is another Member 
of this Society. The Doctor had but newly en- 
ter don the Praflice of his Art, when a plenti- 
ful Fortune fell to him by the Death of an Un- 
cle. This took of the Eage of his Zeal from 
engaging far in a Profeſſton fo full of Care and 
Anxiety; s Profeſſion that obliges a Man to con 
verſe perpetually with melancholly Objects, ex- 
haufts him with wakeful Nights and laborious 
Days, and makes Submiſfion to Paſſion and Im 
8 and mean Condeſcenſions, hard to 
"born by Men of Senſe and Spirit, fo often 
neceſſary. He therefore choſe not entirely tc 
— tm nor to follow - Profeſſion wi N 
ger App by this middle Way he 
phe. eſign of improving his Un 
derſtanding by a general Knowledge of Natu 
He is, befides this, àa great Lover of Claſſica 
, ; and upon this Occafion he quitted 
his uſual R „to become a Member of ou. 
Lay-Monaflick 9 vB. hes. 5 
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Sir Eusracz Locxzx is a Gentleman, to 4*, 
whom the whole Society pays a particular Vene- 
ration. If Erudition, Candor and Humanity, 
if being acquainted with the moſt celebrated 
Authors ancient and modern, a Knowledge of 
the dead, and the moſt uſeful living Languages, 
and being vers'd in the Antiquities of his own 
and foreign Countries, are Accompliſhments, 
this'Gen poſſeſſes them in a laudable De- 
gree. But his principal Talents are metaphy- 
ſical Science and Theology. He has | 
the ſpeculative Knowledge of univerſal Notions 
and preciſe Ideas from the Incumbrance of per- 
plexing Subtilties, and numberleſs and often 
- Munintelligible Diſtinctions, by which great Scho- 
Wars for many Ages, with the Air and Authority 
of Philoſophers, have been gravely trifling in 
the Colleges of Learning. N Science 
thus deliver'd, is recommended by him in its na- 
tive Beauty to the Approbation of Men of Taſte 
and Judgment. From one Evening's Converſa- 
Wtion with Sir EusrAck on theſe Subjects, I learn 
more than from any Lucubrations of the Sehool- 
men, the voluminous Productions of indefatiga- 
ble Idleneſs. But above all, Theology is his 
avourite Study; and it is to be hop'd, that our 
Divines will not diſapprove the ſucceſsful Appli- 
ation of a Lay-Man to that Study, who admire. 
raſmus, Vives, Grotins, and others, who wert 
minent Divines, tho' not of the Clergy. 
We have likewiſe Sir Axrgux WrIIIB Fe 


Gentleman: of a middle Age, à ſedate Ten 
and uncemmon Humanity, He Hen farm 
in the County-Palatine of Durban, where 
had a plentiful Eſtate, but removd from his Seat 
dn the Death of his Lady, to whom 1 

3 | ten 
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tender and affectionate Husband. He loſt her in 
about Three Years after their Marriage by a 
ſudden Death, and was ſo affected with this Miſ- 
fortune, that his Houſe grew uneaſy to him: 
He therefore ſold his Eſtate, came up to Town, 
and employ'd his Money in the Funds, In the 
Country he divided his Time between Exerciſes 
and Reading, eſpecially Hiſtory. He was in 
great Eſteem for being charitable and beneficent, 
and always labour'd to extinguiſh publick Heats, 
and compoſe the Differences of litigious Neigh- 
bours. He has often brought 3 to a right 
Underſtanding by only asking a lucky Queſtion; 
and excels in a peculiar Manner of inſtructin 
his Acquaintance, and correcting the Faults an 
Follies commited in his Company by Fables and 
logues of his own Invention. This has of- 
ten given Occaſion to injudicious and undiſtin- 
guiſhing Perſons to cenſure him, tho' a Gentle- 
man of great Honour and Veracity, as a Relater 
of incredible Stories and Romances. | 
Nx FazEMAN, as he is always familiarly 
call'd, is another Member of our Society, and: 
great Favourite of us all. This Gentleman is 
ry entertaining to us by a good humour'd Care- 
lefoeks, which in any other Man wou'd be a 
Fault, but in him has ſomething difficult to be 
deſerib d, yet particularly en aging, He is na 
turally gay and gallant, and nothing but hi 
Perſonal Affection to us cou'd have engag'd hin 
to follow us to the Convent. At the ſame Time 
he is 2 good Scholar, and able both to judge 
and rite well, but does not care much for'th: 
Trouble of the latter; his Humour is exactly 
that of Sir John Suckling, who ſays of him 
ſelf, that | & b „ >: 21 


. 
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He prix d black Eyes, and a lucky Hit 
At Bowls, beyond all the Trophies of Wit. 


This is ſo true of NED FartmaAN, that former- 
ly when the Society had their Weekly Meetings, 
Nav was al ways look'd upon as a ſlippery Mem- 
ber; and when he has been ſometimes examin d 
for the Reaſon of his Abſence, has ingenuouſſy 
own'd he ſpent that whole Evening at Picquet 
with a She Friend, or at the Opera ; | A whence, 
to make us amends, he always brings us 
neweſt Airs, and fings them with a Voice agree- 
able enough, but not with much Art. We have 
from him the Hiſtory of Gallantry and of the- 
Town; and as he is a very odd Mixture of the 
Scholar and the Beau, it is diverting enough to 
ſee how he is divided between theſe two Cha- 
raters; ſo that in the midſt of a learned Diſ- 
courſe, in which he has born his Part to our ge- 
neral Satisfaction, we have loſt him on a ſudden, 
and upon Enquiry have afterwards found that 
his Barber had been waiting in the next Room 
with his fuli-bottom Wig. Nev has frequently 
Care- ſery'd us ſo; and it has been uſual with him 
be upon ſuch Occafions to ſlip away in a Chair to 
| ſome Ball, or private Dancing, in which Exer- 
ciſe he is a great Proficient, We have All our 
Eyes upon him at preſent ; and it is a Matter of 
much Mirth to us to think how he will be ham- 
er'd by the Rules of our new Inſtitution. But 
muſt not diſmiſs this Gentleman's Character, 
without obſerving, that he has a moſt obliging 
2 Humour, which makes him bear all our 


Gi without Offence; and that as his good 


alities are many, fo his Faults are rather Le- 
es than Vices. 8 Nux 


) 
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Eſſe, ſed in varias doteo migrare 8 
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FRIDAT, November 20. 1713. 


IT has been a common Obſervation, that few 
1 Men have ſequeſter'd themſelves from the 
World, but ſuch as were no longer fit to live in it. 
The Reader will judge by the Characters I have 
wen in my laſt Paper, * fs or no this is our 
e. Our little College of Lay-Monxs is made 

up of Gentlemen: We are all Lovers of Eaſe 
and Freedom, hearty Friends to each other, 
and Enemies to the Spleen. It is — by our 
ſetting up this ek RI with the World, 
that we de not intend to paſs our Lives in a lazy 
Indolence, nor in a Contempt of whatever is 
tranſacted without the Walls of our Convent. 
In ſhort, we are like a Set of Acquaintance, whe 
having met by Chance in ſome publick Garden 
have * out to themſelves a By-Walk, where 
they may at once enjoy the Pleaſure of the Place 
with Privacy, and have a diſtant Proſpect of the 

reſt of the Company. 

I have already, as I ſaid, given an Account oi 


the other Gentleman of the Fraternity ; it wi 
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now be — I ſhould ſay ſomething of my 
ſelf; and the 

theſe Papers I ſhall often addreſs the Publick in 
m me, and endeavour to entertain them 
with my own Thoughts, when I am not better 
ſupply'd by the reſt of the Society. There is, 
— ſomething very particular in my Chara- 
cter and Story; and therefore, to begin my Ac- 
quaintance with my gentle Readers, I am now 
going to fit to my ſelf for my own Picture, of 
2 „ ſuch as it is, I here make them a Pre · 
ent. 

I have determin'd to referve the Account of 
my Genealogy for another Opportunity ; tho” 
I muſt immediately begin my Story as high as 
Pythagorns, a Philoſopher already mention'd b 


Sir Evsract Lockxs, and in great Eſteem wit 


our Society. There are few who have not heard 


of that learned Ancient, and of his peculiar No- 
tion of the Tranſmigration of Souls. According 
to that renown'd Sage, the Soul of Man was a 
kind of wandering Spirit, which at its Separation 
from the Body, Daſe'd immediately into ſome 
other Body, either of a Man, or of any other 
Animal ; and thus was capable, in a Courſe of 
Time, of travelling ſucceſſively thro' as great a 
Variety of Forms, as Matter is ſeen to do in the 
Furnace of a Chymiſt. You are therefore to 
imagine it ſometimes exerting the Wiſdom and 


Follies of a Man, and ſometimes the Inſtincts of 


a Brute; now animating a Prince, and at other 
times a Beggar. It might now triumph in 2 
beautiful Woman, and afterwards ſport ina Squir- 
rel, or talk in a Parrot. Sometimes it hunted' 


the Woods in a Lyon, then wing'd the Air in 2 
the Rivers in a Swan; and 
after 


Bird, or inhabite 
1 | C. 2 


rather, becauſe in the Courſe of » 
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after all this Circulation of Being, it might re- 
turn to animate a human Frame, as before. It 
was neceſſary to confirm this ſurprizing Doctrine 
by ſome . for which the Philoſopher 
Re himſelf ; and tho' he could not recol- 
ect that he had ever been a Brute, he plainly 
remember'd he had exiſted at different Times in 
ſeveral very conſiderable Men. His Soul, as he 
affirm'd, was firſt in Athalides, then in Euphorbus, 
afterwards in Hermotimus, then in Pyrrbus, and 
then in Pythagoras; and by a particular Gift of 
the God Mercury, it was enabled to remember all 
its Tranſmigrations, and whatever it had acted or 
ſuffered in each of theſe Forms ſucceſlively. 
To return to my ſelf: My Reader may per- 
. haps after this Diſcourſe ſuſpe&, that I am go- 
ing to ſet up for the Reverſion of the Soul of Py- 
thagoras, and to pretend that I have got it into 
my Poſſeſſion. But I ſhall not have the Fanny 
to make my ſelf ſo conſiderable. I have, indeed, 
often figur d in my Imagination ſuch a Vagrant 
as I have here deſcrib'd, and amus'd my ſelf 
with thinking what an Entertainment he wou'd 
be to his Friends, if he publiſt'd his Itinerary, 
and could draw together all that Variety of Ideas 
which muſt have paſs'd thro? his Mind in ſuch 
a Train of ſucceſſive Beings. There is ſome- 
thing in that Diverſity of Fortune, Employments, 
and Scenes of Life thro' which I have paſs'd; | 
which ſeems to bear ſome diſtant Reſemblance 
of this; for which Reaſon, my Friends, and 
articularly the Gentleman of the Society that 
Low my Story, have given me the Name of the 
PyTHAGOREAN. 
Il waseducated at the Univerſity, where I paſs'd 
ſome Years of my Youth with the une, 9 
Bok: | on 
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faction: The Tranquility of the Place pleag'd. - 
me, and the Love of Books, which I found grow- 
ing upon me there, was ſooth'd by the many 
beautiful Paſſages I met with in the Writings: 
of Poets and Philoſophers, who, perhaps,. are- 
ſomewhat partial in the Praiſe of a Contemplative 
Life: But I was awaken'd out of theſe amuſing: 
Dreams, by a Letter which ſummon'd me up to- 
Town on the Death of a Relation ; who, toge-- 
ther with a very handſome Legacy, had left me 
the Hopes of an Employment he had for ſome- 
Years enjoy'd at Court, and for which, foreſee- 
ing his own Death, he had uſed his Endeayours: 
that I might ſucceed him. | | 
This threw me into a very different Scheme”: 
of Life, from what I had mark'd out to my ſelf” 
before: I began now to feel the Gaiety of Youth z; 
I dreſs'd well, ſhook off the Ruſt of the Scholar, 
learn'd the Exerciſes of a Gentleman, and went: 
into faſhionable Company; my Heart was full: 
of Vanity, and e with che moſt ſanguine 
Hopes and Expectations; I often pity'd my Fel- 
low- Students, whom I had left poring on 
at the Univerſity : You are to imagine me now. 
familiar in the Apartments at Court, frequent-- 
ing Levees and Drawing-Rooms, dining ſome- 
times with with the Gentlemen of the Green 
Cloth, or the Grooms of the Bed- Chamber; and 
at other Times, ſpending my Money in the Com-- 
pany of Place-Mongers,, and Undertakers for: 


| ad Mens Favours. It is impoſlible to expreſs: 


ow much I was ſurpriz'd with this new World 
of Civility ; what a Pleaſure it was to obſerve: 
how many Friends I was ſurrounded with ; 
what handſome Reaſons were given me every” 
Day, why my Affair did not proceed; and im 
1 Mortz, 
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ſhort, how ready (tho' I never carry'd-my Point) 
every one I apply'd to was to be my humble 
Servant. 
Here am to acquaint my Reader with an Inci- 
dent of my Life, I cannot refle& upon without a 
ſenfible Diſorder. B:/lamira ! I never before ſaw 
ſuch bewitching Eyes ! I well remember how 
ſhe look'd on me the firſt Time I ſpoke to her, 
with what an agreeable Manner ſhe accepted my 
Hand to help her thro' the Croud, and how ſhe 
ſmiled at my Zeal, which made me unknowingly 
affront her Ziller, for preſſing after her too cloſe- 
A: I ſhould have ſaid it was at a Birth-night at 
urt; this was my firſt Acquaintance with her: 
I grew from that Moment a paſſionate Lover of 
this Lady, who, as I afterwards found, was Mi- 
ftreſs of no inconfiderable Fortune, and wholly 
at her own Diſpoſal ; ſhe receiv'd my Addreſſes 
with a Kind of Sympathy, which encreas'd my 
Paſſion. Love animated me into a Poet, and I 
courted her in Verſe, but with the ſame Fate, 
tho? not with the ſame Genius, that Waller cour- 
ted his Sachariſſa: In ſhort, I cou'd never gain 
any Thing more of her than her Heart; ſhe was 
uſt ready to put me into the Poſſeſſion of my 
Wiſhes, when ſhe ſuddenly made a Pauſe ; ſhe 
was ſcrupulous whether ſhe ought to follow her 
own Inclinations, and thought it leſs Trouble to 
refign her ſelf to the Conduct of a She-Friend, 
who very prudently married her to a Man with 
whom the might live in a perfect Indifference, 
and be wholly at Liberty to the Enjoyments of 
Show and Equipage, with which ſhe ſeem'd to 
be chiefly delighted. 
This {adden Diſappointment was the Source 
of many Adyentures that befel me in the follow- 


ing 
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ing Courſe of my Life. I had now loſt both my 
Pretenſions at Court, and to my Miſtreſs : It may 
well be believ'd I was affected with both very 
ſenſibly : At firſt, I fell into a profound Melan- 
choly, which was afterwards ſucceeded by as ex- 
travagant a Gaiety ; I grew laviſh in m Ex en- 
ces, laugh'd at Marriage, wore fantaſtical Dreſſes; 
and ſome other peculiar Symptoms breaking out 
upon me, my Friends took a proper Opportuni- 

, and convey'd me into the Houſe o* a skilful 
s; 5 I employ'd about a Twelve- 
Month in writing Satyrs on the Sex, and fix- 
ing them up on my Chamber-Walls, *till the 
Humour having ſpent it ſelf this Way, I was 
once more thought fit to be truſted with my 
Liberty. 

I — now qualify'd for a Fit of Knight-Er- 
rantry; and from a Life of Confinement, I im- 
mediately ſtarted into that of a Wanderer. A 
War was then on foot between the Emperor and 
the Turks; I haſten'd to the Scene of Action, 
put my ſelf a Volunteer under the gallant Duke 
of Lorain, and was my at the memorable 
Siege of Buda. I ſhall nor ſtay to acquaint my 
Reader with the particular 'Time and Occafion 
of my leaving the Army, but only tell him that 
when I laid down the Soldier, I took up the 
Traveller. This new Courſe of Life was ex- 
treamly pleaſant ; I paſs'd thro' Variety of Coun- 
tries, often changing my Habit, for the greater 
Opportunity of making Diſcoveries, and asking 
every odd Fellow I met with in my way, Whe- 
ther he had not been in Love ? 

Some Years after the Revolution, I return'd to 
my native Country, which by this Time was 
grown a new Scene to me: My Court-Acquaint- 

ance 
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ance were all yaniſh'd ; and finding my ſelf out 

of Faſhion, and my Friends either dead or diſ- 
pers d, I reſolv'd to take the Opportunity, and 

eep my ſelf unknown, except to a few, with 
whom I enjoy'd all the Pleaſures of private Con- 
verſation. I have ſeen enough of the World, 
and have therefore determin'd to paſs the Re- 
mainder of my Days in an agreeable Obſcurity, 
and in the Studies of Learning and Morality, 
in which I was firſt initiated. Yet that I might 
Rill indulge the Varieties of my Life, I have 
very often mingled in Company, without diſco- 
vering my ſelf : I am no Stranger to the Theatres, 
tho' the Box-keepers never en my Name; 


and I have ſometimes drop'd in at Wils and 
Button's Coffee-Houſes in an Evening, and gone 
away again with much Satisfaction, in the Sup- 


poſition that no Body has thought me worth en- 
quiring after: The general Notion which I hear 
is entertain'd of me 1n Places where I have been 
ſeen is, That I am a Chymiſt, and that I ſtudy 
rivately; and ſome will have it, that I am an 
Adept in the Roficrucian Philoſo hy, 
The Reader will ſee by this Voce Sketch what 
a Variety of Circumſtances I have ran thro', and 
for what Reaſon it is that my few familiar Friends 
have humourouſly named me the Pyrnaco- 
REAN: He may conſider me, if he pleaſes, 
at different Stations of Life, as a Scholar, a Cour- 
tier, a Lover, a Poet, a Lunatich, a Soldier, a 
Traveller, and a Lav-Monx, Tho' I am not ſu- 
perannuated, I am now arriv'd at that ſedate 
art of Life, which if it taſtes leaſt Pleaſure, yet 
enjoys moſt Repoſe: I look upon all the Ideas 
which I have laid into my Mind in this Multi- 
plicity of Fortunes, as ſo many Flowers laid 85 
| If 
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fore a Hive, and am now endeavouring to work 
them up into Honey. 


Nu uz ER IV. 


Qui ſemel Verecundiæ limites tranſierit, eum 
bene & naviter oportet eſſe impudentem. 


Tull. 


. — 


"— 


Mord DA, November. 23. 1713. 


* 
1 Shall make no other Introduction to the fol- 
lowing moral Eſſay, than to inform the Rea- 
der, that it is written by Sir EusrAck Lock ER, 
the Founder of our Society. 


Tis the Province of true Judgment, to diſcern 
the Diſſimilitude and different Natures of Things, 
that having a near Agreement and Reſemblance 
to each other, are apt to impoſe upon undiſtin- 
guiſhing and weak- mou Men, and appear to 
them the ſame : Parſimony and Avarice are en- 
dow'd with a Complexion and Features ſo like 
to Fruzality ; and Luxury and Profufion car- 
ry ſuch a lively Appearance of Magnificence 
and Generoſity; IS in ſhort, every Vertue 
lying in the midſt between two Extreams, has 
o much in common with each, that to the leſs 
Diſcerning tis difficult to abſtract and ſeparate 
their Ideas; a thouſand times we miſtake 2 

| r 
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for the other, and beſtow that Applauſe upon 
pretended Vertue, which is only due to the ge- 
nuine and real. 
| Impudence is ſo nearly ally d to Fortitude and 
a praiſe-worthy Aſſurance, that it often paſſes up- 
on the Vulgar for thoſe laudable Qualifications. 
The heroick Boldneſs and Conſtancy, that in a 
reat Man reſult from the Conſciouſneſs of his 
erit and Integrity, is often ſo well counter- 
feited by a daring Criminal, who by the moſt 
unwarrantable Means purſues the blackeſt De- 
ſigns, that the Difference is not eaſily diſcover'd. 
Since a generous Fire and a dauntleſs Reſolution 
uſually accompany the Actions of brave and ele- 
vated Spirits, engag'd in the Purſuits of ſome 
honourable End, wherever SpeQators ſee the 
like Ardor and Firmneſs, they are ready to con- 
clude it mult ariſe from the 4 Principle, and 
is employ'd for the like worthy 3 3 and 
for this Reaſon Impudence is ſo often prevalent 
and ſucceſsful, without any ſolid Merit to ſup- 
port it. When it appears at the Bar, it hangs 
eternally on a Cauſe, and never knowing when 
tis anſwer'd, with a Torrent of Words and falſe 
e bears down all Learning, Law and 
Senſe : Among the Profeſſors of Phyfick, it ſup- 
lies the Want of Judgment, Experience and 
nduſtry. Ponters, the famous Fes, is uſed to 
declare, That of all the various Countries, thro” 
which he had travell'd, he found the greateſt 
Stock of Credulity in England. We have Num- 
bers of People among us, who cannot imagine 
that any Man ſhould confidently afſume to him- 
ſelf the Power of Life and Death, and at the 
fame time be very ignorant and illiterate 3 and 
tho' they ſee perpetual Inftances of his Incapa- 
BEES | city, 
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city, and are deceiv'd every 1 vain and 


ineffectual Promiſes, they will 
ſtill be decerv'd. 

Impudence emboldens a Man to undertake any 
Task, tho' ever ſo unequal to his Abilities, and 
carries him thro' it with Spirit and Alacrity ; it 
enlivens his Hopes, diminiſhes the Difficulties 
that obſtruct, and 9 the Means in his 
Hands, that promote his Deſigns. This fingle 
Qualification will ft a Man, in his own Opinion, 
for any Poſt of Truſt or Buſineſs, It will make 
him „ e without Sagacity, or the Know- 
ledge of human Nature ; *twill inſpire him with 
Geography, and teach him the Situation of Ci- 
ties and Countries, tho' he never before had 
ſeen a Map : A Man adorn'd with this Vertue, 
is qualified indifferently to be a Colonel of 
Horſe, a Flag-Officer, or a Judge. In Conver- 
ſation he has great Advantages, where he claims 
an Inſight into the Depths of Philoſophy, is ac- 
quainted with the Secrets and "—_— of Go- 
vernment, arrogates a refin'd Taſte in Wit and 
Criticiſm, and puts all Learning and good Senſe. 


believe, and 


out of Countenance. 


This unbluſhing Quality is likewiſe the moſt 
effectual Means to procure Power, Wealth and 
Honour: Tis craving, infinuating, importunate, 
and receives no Denial : It ſupplies the Place of 
Merit of all Kinds, and uo Vertue is wanting, if 
Impudence is 3 ent, Tis the ſhorteſt Way to be 
excellent in Science or Bufineſs ; and one would 


think that the preſent Age had generally found 
out the Secret; and had therefore, in the Views 


of Profit, 


'd themſelves more to the Im- 


ap 


] 
provement * their Foreheads, than to the Cul- 
ti vating of their Underſtandings. 4 


\ 
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A frontleſs Man 1s never to be diſturb'd in his 
Opinion of his own Worth and Capacity; is hard 
and inſenſible to Reproaches, and entirely re- 

ardleſs of his Character: He's unconcern'd at 
bis proſtituted Honour, and mindleſs of every 
Thing but his main Point in View, which he 
urſues by Means of any Denomination. In 
mpany, he inveighs againſt thoſe pretended 
Crimes in others which are really his own; 
Falſhood and Impudence are the Faults he char- 
ges upon his Enemies with the utmoſt Expreſſion 
of Deteſtation, that weak People, on whoſe 
Credulity he relies as his principal Support, may 
be induc'd to believe that he can never be guilty 
of any Offence of which he ſhews fo great an 


Abhorrence. 


This inflexib'e Aſſurance, of ſo much Value 
and extenfive Uſefulneſs, which not only co- 
vers, but cures the Defects of Mankind, and 
adorns them with every Excellence, is not, how- 
ever, of ſuch eaſy Acquiſition, as ſome People 


1magine. 
To form an impudent Man of the firſt Claſs, 
muſt conſpire as well extraordinary native Ge- 
nius, and a Mind well turn'd for this Perfection, 
as great Induſtry and unweary'd Application. 
Some indeed have that Felicity of Complexion, 
that being eaſy to be inſtructed, they come for- 
ward apace, and make aſtoniſhing Improvements 
in a little Time. But the greateſt Part of Men 
muſt take Pains, and undergo with Patience re- 
_ Practice, before they can attain this Que 
ification in an eminent Degree, and ſubdue the 
laſt Efforts of expiring Baſhfulneſs. Before they 
become fix'd and obdurate, they will often feel 
great Strife and Contention within; and, per- 


haps, 


— 
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n his haps, in ſome unguarded Hour, ſeduc'd by the 
Charms and Allurements of Modeſty, they 
re- will yield to the ſudden Temptation, be ſur- 
d at riz'd with a Buſh, and relapſe into a Fit of 
very Shame. The Caſe of theſe Men is like that 
h he of young Womgn, who are yet Novices in 
, In vice; they muſt go thro' a Courſe of Iniqui- 
nded i ty, that they may at length ſubdue all Diffi- 

e and get a compleat Conqueſt over all Re- 
char- morſe. oe | £2 
eſſion And ſome of theſe, after long Endeavours to 
vhoſe fix and determine their fluctu iting Temper, 
„may will perhaps ſtill find themſelves diſappointed, 
guilty and acknowledge they are unable to extinguiſh 
at an all Remains of Baſhfulneſs. 

In the other Extream there are ſeveral Kinds 
of falſe Modeſty ; one of which I ſhall mention 
that has not, I think, been taken Notice of in 
Writing. | | 

It is no genuine Modeſty, for any Man to have 
a far 4 Opinion of his Underſtanding, Wit 
and Vertue, than they really deſerve; this would 
be Ingratitude to our great Bene factor, Injuſtice 
to our ſelves, and Falſhood in our Conceptions. 
Since Truth is a Conformity in our Ideas to the 
cation. ¶ Objects they repreſent, we ought always to have 
lex ion. Wa juſt Perception of our own good Qualities. 
ne for-MTo ſet too high a Value on our Merit, or en- 
ementsWtertain an injurious Opinion of our ſelves, is 
pf MenWequally erroneous 3 fince * one and the other 
nce re- Wwe equally deviate from the Rule of Judgin 
1s Que right. Should a beautiful Woman which | 
lue thetis ſuppos'd may never happen) believe hey ſelf 


re they Peform'd, or an accompliſh'd Gentleman think 

ten feelhimſelf a Clown; or ſhould a Man of Learn- 

o. g, Senſe and Wit, _ contemptibly of his 
ap 


En- 
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Endowments, this would be a culpable Diminu- 
tion of their Merit: Nor would it only imply 
a falſe Conception, but tis a very hurtful bo 
10r. This falſe Modeſty reſtrains a Man from 
attempting and Nr generous Defigns : 
From a faulty Diftidence and Diſtruſt of his Ta- 
lents and Abilities, he forbears to employ them; 
and thus his Judgment, good Senſe, and Capa- 
«City for Buſineſs, are in a great Meaſure uſeleſs to 
.. the World. | 
I lament the ill Effects of this falſe Modeſty no 
Where more than in the Senate. Horio has all 
the Qualities requir'd in a great Man. His Head 
is clear, his Apprehenfion quick, and his Judg- 
ment ſolid. No Senator has a deeper Infight 
anto publick Affairs, or a truer Zeal for the Good 
.of his Country. He has, befides this, by his 
great Probity and Decency, and his fine Accom- 
liſhments, obtain'd the Good-will of oppoſite 
Parties. He is a diſtinguiſh'd Maſter of polite 
Learning, and an excellent Writer; and is de- 
feQive in nothing to make him ſhine as an Ord- 
tor, but ſufficient Aſſurance. For want of this, 
his admirable Faculties, which his Modeſty will 
not ſuffer him to exert in Speaking, are in this 
Place almoſt loſt. Would he apply himſelf, by 
Degrees, to cure his Diffidence, what eminent 
Services might he do his Country, and what 
Glory would redound to himſelt? The Honour 
that Cicero gain'd, in aſſerting the Rights and Li- 
bexties of the Romans, by his Eloquence in the 
Senate, was not inferior to that of their Heroes, 
who defended their Nation in the Field. 


| A N. B. There is lately arviv'd from Germany, a fa- 
ons Chymiſt; who in his unſucceſsful Purſuit 7 
i * : t 
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the Philoſopher's Stone, after many Years, has 


found out a Liquor of no leſs Importance, than the yet 


undiſcover SALKAHEST 3 he calls it his CoRINTHI- 


AN T1NCTURE : Its Vertue is to take off all ſoft and 
tender Infirmities of the Forehead, and to preſerve the 
Cheeks from Red'ning upon any Surprize : Taken in- 
wardly to twenty Drops, twice a Day, it gives ſudden 


- 
- 


Eaſe to any ſecret Pains in the Breaſt, imparts Bold- 


neſs and Reſolution to go thro any Difficulty and Dan- 
ger, and effectualſy kills the Worm in the Heart, His 
Price is Moderate. The Door lodes it the BaAsEN- 
HEAD in the Minories. 
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Deo qui novit agreſtes 
Panaque, Silvauumque ſenem, Nymphaſque 
forores. Virg. 
Ad ſubitas Thracum volucres nubemque ſono- 


| (ram 
Pigmæus parvis currit bellator in armis. Juv. 
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Wo xs DAr, November 25. 1713. 


E Reader of this Diſcourſe will not, I 


thor of it is Dr. Lacon, a Member of our Frater- 


nity. 
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Stock of Beings endow'd with Life and Senſe in 
this narrow Planet, where every Plant and Ani- 
mal breeds numberleſs Inſe&s, every Drop of Wa- 
ter and Piece of Earth is a Neſt of minute livin 
Creatures, and a little Pepper-Corn is — 


luke a populous City, with Inhabitants, we can- 


not but conclude that the Regions above are e- 
qually peopled ; unleſs we can conceive that the 
ak 55 and ſpacious Globes of Heaven were only 
e-for the Service of this little obſcure Spot, 

or that the Author was not able, or was unwil- 
Ung to exert more Power and Goodneſs in cre- 
ating proper Animals, to fill the nobleſt, as well 

as the meaneſt Parts of the Creation. 

As the innumerable Multitudes of living Crea- 
tures that repleniſh the wide Frame of Nature, 
demonſtrate the Power of the Divine Author, ſo 
his Wiſdom and free Principle of Activity ſhine 
in the endleſs Variety of Brute and Intelligent 
Beings, that in a regular and beautiful Subordi- 
nation gradually deſcend from the higheſt Angel 
to the baſeſt Ine. He might, had he pleas'd, 

 - have form'dallhis Creatures of the moſt perfect 
Order. It is as eaſy for the ſupreme Cauſe to 
make a Sun, as a Glow-worm ; at the Beck of 
his Will a Seraph is as ready to break away from 


If + © Darkneſs and Nothing, and ſpring up into Ex- 


tence; as the meaneſt Fly. But he aRed like 
a prudent arbitrary Cauſe, and conſulted Order, 
Harmony and Beauty, by making ſo many Crea- 
tures of ſuch various Ranks and Degrees of Ex- 


* 
- 


_ cellence.. # | . 
Nothing is more e and delightful, 
than to obſerve the Scale or gradual Aſcent from 


1 N Minerals to Plants, from Plants to Animals, and 


from Animals to human Nature. Tis a to 
8 | e 3 
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aſe in Ml diſtinguiſh theſe Kinds, till you come to the 
| Ani- WU higheſt of one, and the loweſt of that next above * 
Wa- it; and then the Difference is ſo nice, that the | 
living Limits and Boundaries of their Species ſeem. left 
1 unſettled by Nature, to perplex the curious, 
2 can- ¶ and to humble the proud Philoſopher. M 
are e- © As Man, who approaches neareſt to the low - | 
at the WW eſt Claſs. of Celeſtial Spirits (for we may juitly : 
> only ¶ ſuppoſe a Subordination in that excellent Order) 
Spot, being half Body and half Spirit, becomes the 
mwil-Aguator, that divides in the Middle the whole 
n cre- ¶ Creation, and diſtinguiſhes the Corporeal from * 
s well che Invifible Intellectual World; ſo the Ape or 
Monkey, that bears the greateſt Similitude to- 
Crea- Man, is the next Order of Animals below him. 
ature, MW Nor is the Diſagreement between the baſeit In- 
or, ſo MW dividuals of our Species and the Ape or Monkey \ 
. ſhine 5 great, e 2 s * latter _— wiah s a 
1 the Faculty of Speech, they might as 
— juſtly claim the Rank and Delos of — 4 2 
Angel I Race, as the Salvage Hotentot, or ſtupid Native 
leas'd, of Nova Zembla. H Mr er! off F 
erfect Iſhall obſerve one Thing here, which perhaps 
uſe to has not been taken Notice of, that is, the Va- 
eck of {Mricty of many Species included in one, which 
from ¶ at once ſeem diſtinct and the ſame. If the Idea 
to Ex- Nof a Lion or a Bear are compar'd, they are im- 
d like I mediately pronounc'd to be of a different Spe- 
Order, I cies, there being no intermediate Degrees of 


Crea- like Animals, to ſuſpend the Mind's Determina- 
xf Ex- Wfion. But if we compare a Lion with a Cat, 

. Wand obſerve the Similitude between them in their r | 
phtful, Nexternal Figure, and inward Structure of Parts, 
t from I which in both is the ſame ; together with their 


s, and Inſtincts and Actions, tis hard ta tell if their Dif- 
eaſy to ſerence is eſſential. How does the Author, upon 
did | D 3 one 
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one fimple Ground of the Cat-Nature, vary and 
run curious Diviſions thro' the Domeſtick, the Ci- 
ver, and Mountain Cat, to the Leopard, the Pan- 
ther, and the Tyger, till we come to the bw 
of Beaſts. Nor is the Climax or Gradation leſs 
ſurprizing, while our Contemplation riſes from 
the Hedge-hog or Guinea-Pig, thro? ſeveral ſorts 
of Swine, to the Chemois, whoſe Snout is ex- 
' tended to a Proboſcis of ſuch Length, that the 
Animal takes up his Meat, and feeds himſelt 
with it, and from thence to the Elephant, the 
Prince of the Swine Race. 

But this ſeeming Indiſtinction and Confuſion 
of Species is no where more remarkable than in 
the Ape; wonderful is the Variety of theſe 
Creatures, which are ſo like to one another, and 
yet ſo different, that 'tis hard to determine whe- 
ther their 4 are diſtinct or not. 

I The molt perfect of this Order of Beings, the 
Orang Out ang, as he is call'd by the Natives of An- 

a, that is, the Wild Man, or Man of the 
oods, has the Honour of bearing the neareſt 
Reſemblance to human Nature, Tho' all that 
Species have ſome Agreement with us in our Fea- 
tures, many Inſtances being found of Men o 
Monkey-Faces; yet this has the greateſt Like- 
neſs, not only in his Countenance, but in the 

Structure of his Body, his Ability to walk up- 

right, as well as on all four; his Organs of 
Speech, his ready Apprehenſion, and his gentle 
and tender Paſſions, which are not found in any 
of the Ape Kind, and in various other Re 
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Men, 


Men, have deriv'd their imaginary Eixſtence 
from the wild Animals laſt mention'd. 

The Prieſts, Poets, and fabulous Hiſtorians 
among the ancient Pagans, conſpiring to pra- 
Qiſe upon the Ignorance, Credulity, and ſuper- 
ſtitious Fears of the People, impos'd upon em 
numerous God, Creatures of their own Fancy ; 
and having firſt plentifully fill'd the Skies with 
a choice Collection of imagin'd Deities, they 

rovided Country Gods of a low and ordinary 

nk, for the Forreſts, Fields, and Mountains, 
which they borrow'd from the Ape or Monkey 
Nation: There is the * Probability, that 
the Fauni, and the Dryades, the Satyr and the 
* Sylvanus, Silenus, and Pan himſelf, and 
all the ret of their ſacred Elfs, and woodland 
Divinities, aswell as the Nymphs, the Fairy-like 
Goddefles of the Lakes and Rivers, who are of 
no higher Station and Authority than our King® 
Oberon and Queen Mab, were nothing elſe than 
ſome of theſe Manlike Inhabitants of the Wood, 
conſecrated by defigning Men, and comple- 
mented with religious Worſhip. | 

And as this inferior Order of Deities were 
xrobably only Apes and Monkeys, dignify'd with 

vine Titles 3 ſo a Race of Men, call'd Pigmies, 
in whom the Frame of human Bodies is abridg'd, 
and expreſs'd in Miniature, ſeem to owe their 
— Being to the ſame Original. Homer, 
having deſcrib'd the Shouts and Clamours of the 
Trojan Army falling on the Greeks, from the Noiſe 
made by the Cranes ready to engage their Ene- 
mies, in an elegant Figure- calls their Foes, 
ad pact ry pale, that is, g mæ an Men. 


The firſt Greek Hiſtorians, who often broke 


thro* the Bounds of Modeſty, Decency, and 
edi 
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Credibility, to zate a fabulous Story, which 
they embelliſh'd with all the Ornaments that a 
wanton and fertile Fancy could ſuggeſt, took and 
improv'd this Hint of the Poet, and rais'd from 
it a diminitive Nation, where each Individual 
was a little Epitome or Abreviation of Man; 
which, as ſaid before, they calld- Pigmies: The 
repreſented them as Perſons of a ſtomachful Diſ- 
2 and martial Inclinations, tho' but a Cu- 

it and a half or two Cubits in Stature; and to 
gy their Military Genius, they engag'd them 
in endleſs Quarrels and bloody Wars, with their 
implacable Enemies the Cranes: I do not find 
there were any Infantry in their Armies, which 
| were wholly compos'd of theſe little Troopers: 
. When the fierce Generals lead them forth to 
e Battle, ſome Authors mount them on Partridges, 
106 — which ſure muſt have been as exceſſive in Big- 
\ *: neſs, as the Riders were defective; but other 
Hiſtorians have, in my Opinion, with more 
8 ſet 'em on the Backs of Rams and 
oats :* Theſe Authors, no doubt, were mighti- 

ly pleas'd to give the Relation of their Cam- 
paions and heroick Atchievments; and it would 
be e enough, to ſee an Engagement be- 
tween this dwarfiſn Race of Men, and the long- 
neck d Squadrons of the Enemy. upon ſuch a 
Deſcription, the Reader could not but be de- 
lighted to figure in his Imagination how here 
a wing'd Battalion of Cranes were put into Diſ- 
order, and there a Fygmæan Squadron, with 
reat Slaughter, routed and put to Flight; 
Ay Bark to ſee a wounded Crane fall dead at 
the Feet of the little Conqueror, and ſometimes 
a Pigmy Officer caught up, like a Chicken 27 a 
te, 


f 


- 
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raich White, and carry'd thro the Air, wrything and 
nat a rugling * Pounces of his Enemy: But 
k and to this Day, the Country where this ſmall body'd 
from Nation inf 2bits, has not been found out by any 
1dual WH ravellers. No Columbus ever yet diſcover'd this 
Man; World of human Animals of juch a contracted 


Size, Tis true, as there have been Giants, or 


o there have in all Ages been Dwarfs of an in- 
redible Smalneſs, that look'd like moving Pup- 
pets, tho' they were really a conciſe Abſtract of 
dur Species; But as there never was known in 


* Wy Dwarfs, theſe not being the ordinary Pro- 
th to Wuftions, but either the Epare of Nature, or 
idges, Deviations from her cuſtomary Courſe. 


1 Big- ¶ It muſt be allow'd there was a real Foundation, 1 * 
other hat gave Birth to this ludicrous Fable. The 


more Cranes coming in numerous Flights, as Ariſtotli 
is and firms, from the Regions of Scythia every Win- 
vighti- er to the Lakes in Exypt, near the Nie, the Apes 

am- nd Monkeys, not out of Thirſt of Glory, or 


would ho enlarge their Dominions, but from a natural 
nt be- Nvarrantable Inſtinct to ſatisfy their Hunger, 
 long- Nnade Incurſions on them to rob their Neſts of 1 
ſuch a heir Eggs, and devour their Young ; the Cranes 
* pn the other Hand, as Nature furniſhes all 

w here 


reatures with Courage, even thoſe who exert 
to Dil- one upon any other Provocation, to defend 
, with heir tender Offspring, made a vigorous Refi- 
ance, and many a ſharp Aion might enſue 
pon ſuch Occaſions ; and Homer, as I ſaid be- 
ore, alluding to theſe Fights of the Cranes and 
onkeys, and expreſſing the Noiſe of an Army 
ager to engage, by the Cries of theſe _ 
Waen 


etimes 
n by a 
Kite, 


Men exceeding the ordinary Bulk and Stature, 


any Age a whole Nation of Giants, ſo there 
as never diſcover'd a Country 2 inhabited 
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when they attack'd their Foes, which by an agree- 
able and beautiful Figure he call'd Pygmean Men, 
gave an Occaſion to the Prolifick Wit of Greece, 
to produce this fabulous Nation. This there. 
fore is no Fiction of Homer, as ſome believe: 
His Pigmies were Apes like Men, and probably 
of the moſt perfect Order above deſcrib'd ; but 
were improv'd to real Men by Romantick Wri- 
ters. If this Account be allow'd, all the Dif- 


putes of the Learned about this diminutive Race 
are reconcil'd. 


N. B. It being one End propos d by the Society in 


this Paper, to cultivate a Converſation with the Ab. 


ſent, by which Means, they may at once relieve and 

improve their Retiv-mows y, all Gentlemen who will bt 

leas'd to communicate their Thoughts for the promoting 

25 of our Deſign, are de ſirꝰ d to dire their Letters to 

VNlr. Jacob Ravenſcroft, ro be left at Mrs, Bald- 
win's in Warwick-Lane. 


Note, Mr. Freeman makes the ſame Invitation t 
the Lal. l 


NUMBER 


4 
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gree- | 

Men, 
Treece, 
there- 
1eve: 
bably 
3 but 
Wri 
2 Dil. 
Race 
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Ac veluti magno in populo cum ſæpe coorta eſt 
editio, ſævitq; animis ignobile vulgus, 

Jamq; faces & ſaxa volant, furor arma mi- 
| (niſtrat : 

um pietate gravem ac meritis fi forte virum 
(quem 

onſpexere, ſilent, arrefiſq; auribus adſtant. 
lle regit diftis animos, & pectora mulcet. 


ciety in 
the Ab- 
ve and 
will be 
omot ing 
trers 10 


. Bald- 
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FRI DAT, November 27. 1713. 
arten "IT is almoſt impoſſible for a Man to go out of 
the common Road of Life, or to appear in 
he World with any Singularity, without in- 
urring a thouſand Cenſures. A new Suit of 
loaths made out of the Faſſion, tho' ever ſo 
onvenient, ſhall expoſe the Perſon that wears 
t, to be follow'd thro' the Streets for a Mad- 
nan. I remember, when I was newly return'd 
rom my Travels, I had my Lodgings ſearch'd, 
nd was in the Cuſtody of a Meften er for two 
Days ; the Occaſion of it was, that ſome honeſt 

itizens at a Coffee-houſe, which I frequented, 

ou'd not diſcover my Name, or Employment, 

dut took Notice, that I often call'd for Pen Ink. 

Tumprr 2d Paper, and fat in a Back-Room by my ſelf, 
| writing 3 


Virg. 


: 
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: writing 3 at other Times, I have been ſuſpected 
for a Popiſh Prieſt, only becauſe. I wore a. black 
Wig, had a thoughtful Look, and'could ſpeak 

i : , Latin. 

- WR Since our ſettling in our new-form'd Society, 

_ it is not to be imagin'd what a Number of Re- 
ports have been rais'd concerning us. Whether 

dur Printer, who often attended us for about a 

Week before the publiſhing of theſe Papers, had 

been under Examination, and unwarily 3 

wcdhme Place of our Reſidence, or by whatever 

OE Means we were firſt traced out, it is certain that 

dhe Name of the LAY-MONASTERY has been 

bor ſome Time ſpread abroad in the Neighbour- 
b- hood, and has occafion'd innumerable Specula- 
tions. | ek 

The Hauſe in which we live has nothing in 

i it remarkable, excepting that it is ſaid to have 

| been formerly the Seat of a Prior. But it is 

uſual now for Gentlemen, as they are riding by 
in Company, to ſtop, and point up to it, as if 
in that Place there were ſomething extraordinary. 
The People that bring Provifions from the neigh- 
bouring Markets ask a thouſand odd Queſtions 
of our Servants: We never paſs in nor out, but] 

& we find Spies at every Corner of the Houſe; 

and Sir, Eusracx has over-heard them ſaying 

ſoftly to one another, as he walk'd under the 
Trees before his Door There goes the Lay-Monk. 

Some of our zealous but ignorant Neighbours 
are afraid that we are Plotters againſt the Go- 
vernment, and that we have taken. a whimfical 
Name, to conceal ſome dark Deſign: Others 
Have heard, that we have a Chymiſt among us, 

- and give it out, that the Houſe is turn'd into an 
* Elaboratory, and that we arc employ d in a 2 

. $ hy | je 


* 4 
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ected ¶ ject for diſcovering the Philoſopher's Stone; a 
black Juſtice of the Peace, within half a Mile of us, 
ſpeak goes deeper, and has found out that we are a 
Knot of Feſuits; who, he believes, act by Com- 
miſſion from the Pope, and are ſettling a Plan for 
the recovering of the Abby-Lands : Bur others, 
who have ſeen ſeveral Hampers of Wine brought 


ciety, 
f Re- 
ether 


out a MWnto the Houſe, report, with more Charity, That 
„ had We are 2 Set of jolly Fellows, and g Com- 
werd ſWpanions, come hither on Purpoſe to keep our 


mas; only they perceive we intend to be- 
vin it a Month ſooner than the reſt of the Pariſh, 
ind are reſolv'd to live as well as if we were 
Monks indeed. | | 
Theſe various Gueſſes and Suſpicions had for 
ome Time afforded much Diverſion to the So- 
ety, till NED FREEMAN returning Home from 
ne of his Morning Rambles, the very Day that 
ur firſt Paper was publiſh'd, call'd out haftil 

ing by dr Sir EvsTAcx; and upon our asking what 
as if s the Matter, told us, We were all blown up. 
linary. MW" have made a fine Hand on't, ſays he, with you 
neigh- ay-Convent! PYTHAGOREAN, you muſt ger 
eſtion Y for another Tranſmigration : In ſhort, we muſt 
it, but ont; for I can tell you, our Hive will be ſmoak'd, 
Jouſe; e concluded his Raillery, with informing us 
ſaying Rat the next Day was Queen Elizabeth's Birth- 
i 4 and that we were to expect a Viſit from the 

0 


Monk. 
hbours 


atever 
n that 
been 
 bour- 
ecula- 


ing in 
» have 
t 1t 18 


Nxv's Intelligence carry'd ſo much Probabi- 


he Go- in it, that it was by no Means to be deſpis'd. 
imſical e therefore took the Alarm, and conſider'd 
Others what Manner we ſhould prepare to withſtand 


ong us, Afſault. There was no Time to be loſt: I 
into an mediately propos'd that we ſhould provide a 
\ Pro- Npe anda Bonfire, as the moſt likely Means to 

WW E ſecure 
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ſecure us in this Extremity; as Travellers light 
Fires in a Wood, when they are afraid of being 
ſet upon by wild Beaſts. This was agreed to. 
We diſpatch'd a Servant in all Haſte to , "oak to 

rocure ſome Part of the Equipage ; and Nerv 

REEMAN's Wardrobe being Ceci, furniſh'd 
us very commodiouſly with a rich Maſquerading 
Habit, which made up the reſt, and which we 
thought could not be employ'd on a better Oc. 
caſion. 

The next Day our Proteſtant Friends came 
ſomewhat earlier than we expected. The Houſe 
was now beſet, and Stones began to fly in at the 
Windows, when Sir Ax TUR WIABTLETO flip- 
Ping out at the Back- Door of the Garden, ming: 
ed with the Croud, and taking their Leader by 
the Hand, ſaid, he had an honeſt Countenance 
and his Zeal was good; but do you conſider, ſay 
he, what you are doing? The Fellow was going 
to return a rough Anſwer, when Sir Ax TU 
begg'd their Silence for a Moment There is a 
5 . pe Condeſcenſion in this Gentleman's Man 
ner of Speaking, which ſeldom fails to gain hin 
Attention. My god Fri nds, ſaid he, let me tel 
you a fooliſh Story of my ſelf. When I had the Honou 
to lead a Troop o Horſe to join the Prince of Orang 
at his Landing, (tho' by the way the Knight wa 
not then in England) as we were marching to Exe 
ter, we were overtaken by another Party of Horſe © 
the Raad; we were ſo _ of Courage, and ſo heart 
in the Cauſe, that without asking who they were, 2 
immediately fir'd upon em; but upon Enquiry 1 

ound they were Friends, and that they were going 1 
on the ſame Deſign with us. Sir AgTavr ende 
his Speech, by telling them frankly, that he w 
one of our Saciety, and that we were all goo 
Church -· men, and in the Intereſt of the Proteſtan 

| Succeſſio 
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Succeſſion; that Mr. FREEMAN, one of our 


Number, was a Member of the Hanover-Club; 


that himſelf had narrowly eſcap'd the Inquiſition 


in /taly, for telling unlucky Storics of their Prieſts; 


and that, to ſuin up all in a Word, we had pro- 


vided a Pope, and a Barrel of good Liquor to 
make them welcome, and to conclude the So- 
lemnity of the Day. The Name of the Lay-Mo- 
naſtery was {till a Difficulty with them; but 
Sir ARTHUR pot over that as well as he cou'd, 
by referring * to a Paſſige in the Boo of Mar- 
; he had forgot the Page, but ſuppos'd they 
had all read it in the Pariſh- Church, and they 
might depend upon it, the Word Lay-Monaſtery 
had a very innocent Meaning, and fignify'd in- 
Reality no Monaſtery at all. 

The Tumult was now pretty well abated, 
when to perform what Sir Ax HN had ſtipula- 
ed for us, we produc'd our Pope and our Barrel 
of Ale. This ſoon brought us to a right Under- 
anding. A Bonfire was immediately rais'd and 
ighted before the Lay-Convent; and, in ſhort; 
very Thing concluded peaceably, and to our 
utual Satisfaction. 

The next Day the Society came to the foilow- 
Reſolutions. 


Order'd, 

That the Thanks of this Fraternity be given to Sir 
\RTHUR WIMBLETON oo his prudent Conduf, by 
hich he has ſav'a the Lay-Monaſtery from being 
l moliſb' ddl. 

That every Member of the Society do immediately 
epair to the Juſtice of the Peace, who was pleas'd to 
efleft upon us, and before him take the Oaths of Ab- 
uration, and of Allegiance and Supremacy. 

2 That 
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That the further Part of the old Garden-Wall, on 
- which, to the Road-ſide, there is the Form of a Crof, 
in Blue Brick, be taken down, and rebuilt without any 
ſuch Figure. 
And, That the Fraternity conſider, at their next 
Sitting, of inviting ſome Perſon of Py Merit, 
Years and Authority, to be Viſitor to the Lay-Convent. 


» — — 
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Nec quod fuimuſq; ſumuſq; 
. | Ovid. 
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Mopar, November 30. 1713. 


M* Third Paper gave the Reader a general 
1 Account of my Stor, and of the chie 
Incidents and Revolutions of my Life, in Allu- 
ſion to which I am call'd the PYTHAGOREAN. 
I ſhail now give him a Draught of my Humour, 
and of the Frame of my Mind; by which he will 
obſerve, that there is a ſurprizing Agreement 
between the Variety of ny Deng and of my 
Inclinations, and that 1t is very much owing to 
my native Genius, as well as to Accidents in my 
Life, that I have been hurried thro' ſo great: 
Diverſity of Tranſmigrations. 
I am deſcended from the Ravenſcrofts, an an- 
cient Family in Norfolk. My Father was Rowland 
' Ravenſcroft, a Gentleman neither rich nor indi- 
gent; 
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0 gent; well eſteem d in the Country for his ver- 
1- tous Life and Charitable Diſpoſition. He was 

I on . Field-Officer in the King's Army in the Civil 
Croſs Wars, and behav'd like a Nan of Conduct and 
a4 Courage; and tho' he often reflected with ſome 
Reſentment on his unre warded Service after the 


ext Reſtoration, while ſome of his worthleſs unmili- 
— tary Neighbours, who never had a Shed plun- 
vent, 


der'd, or a Hen-roaſt robb'd in the Cauſe, were 

promoted to Poſts of great Profit and Honour; 

——Þ yet he inflexibly adher'd to the Intereſt of the 
| Crown, and continu'd a zeatous Royaliſt to his 

dying Day. My Mother was a Barker,. a Perſon 
of great Probity, Oeconomy, and domeſtick Di- 

—— © lizence. The Affairs of her Family engroſs'd 

all her Time and Concern. But that which ob- 

ſcur'd her excellent 1 and made her Life 

leſs comfortable to her ſelf, and leſs agreeable 

to others, was too ſtrong an Infuſion of Spleen 

in her Conſtitut ion. 8 4 
Hence perhaps I derive my native Levity and 

Irreſolution, which was remarkable in my Beha- 

viour from a Child; when, as I have been told, 

[ was preſently weary of my Play-Things, and 

continually cal!'d for a new Toy, and a different 

Hobby-horſe. At Nine Years old, I liſten'd, un- 

obſery'd, and heard my Mother ſpeaking of me, 

ſay to a Friend, *Tis a notable forewd Boy ! You can't 

imagine what Queſtions hell ſtart, what aps and ready 

Anſwers he'll make, and what ſurprizing Thoughts will 

come into his Head; but withal he has a rambling- 

Brain and a ſtrange Fickleneſs of Temper 3 he aims at 

every thing, but Pick to not hing; we hope he'll be 

ettled by Years and Experience, but at preſens he's an 

odd out-of-the-way whimſi. al Child. | 


E 3. My 
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My Parents being dead, I was continu'd for 
ſome time at a Country School, and at the Age 
of Fourteen ſent by my Uncle and Guardian, 
Mr. Humphry Ravenſcroft, to Oxford, where I ſoon 
* ſuch Logical Abilities, that I form'd 
Syllogiſms to a Miracle, and apply'd Diſtinctions 
with the greateſt Acuteneſs in the World. I diſ- 
cern d the Difference between Demonſtration 
and a probable Argument, between Certainty 
and Opinion; grew very ſharp in impoſing or 
Femmes by Fall, „and was in a fair way to 
have maſter'd all the ſubtle Notions of Metaphy- 
ſicks: But falling into Company with ſome inge- 
nious Students of a pleaſanter Turn, I was ſo 
charm'd with their Converſation, that I quickly 
deſpis'd the heavy Logician, and the Men of 
Queen's, and reſolv'd to , up for a Wit. In or- 
der to this, I turn'd Ariſtotl and his dull Com- 
mentators adrift, and fill'd my Study with No- 
vels, Plays, and the polite Writings of the fineſt 
Spirits of the Age. But this Humour did not 
laſt long, I ſoon grew weary of ſpending my 
Life like a Comedian, in Raillery and Ridicule: 
I broke of from my merry Friends, having dil- 
cover'd that the greateſt Part of them were by 
no Means Nature's Wits, but that their Inge- 
nuity was either the Creature of the Bottle, 
forc'd like crude and early Fruits by foreign 
Heat, or the Production of Labour and wretched 
Affectation. 

In this Juncture, when I had taſted to Satiety, 
theſe ingenious Entertainments, which were too 
luſcious for my weak Stomach, a Friend of mine 
carry'd me to Aſomoles Muſeum, where I was de. 
lighted with an infinite 4 of Natural and 
— Curioſities, amaſsd with great Indu- 


ſtry 


Bottle, 
foreign 


retched 
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and Expence. I was charm'd with the in- 
eſtimable Treaſure of Coins, Medals, Oars, od- 
dly figur'd Stones, and uncommon Minerals ; 
and mightily pleas'd with the wonderful Colle- 
Aion of rare Shells, Beetles, Graſhopers, But- 
terflies, and many other curious and beautiful 
little Animals. I preſently reſoly'd to furniſh a 
Cloſet with the like Rarities, and to accompliſh 
my Deſign, form'd a Scheme of Correſpondence, 
as well with foreign Countries, as the Provinces 
of Britain: I had not long been a Virtuoſo in 
Foffiles and Inſects, when, either out of Levity, 
or from an Apprehenſion that the Labour was 
too great for my Temper, and the Expence for 
my Pocket, my Fancy grew cool and untaſtful 
of this Amuſement ; and befides, I perceiv'd at 
laſt, that if I continu'd this Purſuit, I ſhould be 
perpetually employ'd in gathering, and — 
with Solemnity a Heap of Trifles, and paſs a 
my Days in a great 'Toy-Shop. 

My Appetite being pall'd to theſe Entertain- 
ments, by which many diligent Men, ſtudious 
of natural Hiſtory, have propagated their Fame; 
an Antiquary, by Chance, led me to the Court of 
the Theatre, and walking round it, read learned- 
ly upon a Piece of an old Wall, preſerv'd with 
great Care, then upon a Fragment of Porphyry, 
which he aſſur d me was part of a God of the 
firſt Rank among the ancient Indians; in one 
Place, he ſhew'd me ſeveral odd Characters, 
which he call'd Emblems and Egyptian Hierogly- 
IG and explain'd them till they were per- 
ectly paſt my Underſtanding ; in another, he 

inted to an ill figur'd Marble, in which there 
ad been many engraven Marks and Sentences, 
but the Teeth of Time had gnaw'd out the 

| Words, 


\ 
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Words, only ſome half Letters remain'd, by 
Means of which, the learned Sage made out the 
Myftery, and decipher'd the whole Inſcription: 
This was the only Species of Learning, of which 
I had no manner of Reliſh 

At another Time, I attcaded with great Plea- 
ſure to a German Adept, who related, in the 
common Room of our College, the Powers and 
Wonders of Chymiſtry ; this preſently ſtarted a 
new Paſſion, and ſet me agog after the untaſted 
Satisfaction of ſeeing the amazing Operations 
of the Fire : Determin'd to gratify this Inclina- 
tion, I ſpent more Time and Money in this be- 
witching Amuſement, than I am wil ing to own. 
I was once, as I verily believed, within an Ace 
of the Grand Elixir, and after a diligent Proceſs 
of four Years, an Inſtance of Conſtancy I never 
ſhew'd before, if we may give an Credit to 
Adepts, or depend on the unerring Rules of this 
profound Art, I brought the Philoſopher's Stone 
into half a Pint of Liquor; and then, as my 
Manner is, I grew weary even of Succeſs, and 
neglected my good Fortune: This precious Li- 

uor however I {till preſerve, and when I find a 
Genius worthy of ſo valuable a Secret, I intend i 7 
to beſtow it upon him as a Preſent. If none 1 
ſuch appear in my Life-time, I ſhall leave it by A 
my wil in the Hands of Truſtees, to be given 
to any Publick ſpirited Perſon, who ſhall have 
found out the Longitude, or ſhall have reconcil'd * 
the different Partics and Intereſts that divide 
this Nation. 

Thus my Inclination carry'd me to all Kinds 
of Learning, but chiefly to thoſe out of the 
common Way: I gain'd a ſuperficial Smattering 
in each, but following every Thing by * and 

tarts, 
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Starts, I was never ſedate and fix d enough to be- 
come a Maſter in any. 

My Fancy being ſo deſultory, my Taſte ſo 
changeable, and my Diſpoſition of Mind ſo ill 
adapted to Labour, I amus d my ſelf only in 
forming Sketches and imperfect Draughts of 
Science 3 and if ever I expreſs#d Beauty and 
Symmetry, it was by delineating particular Parts 
unconnected with the Whole: Suppoſe a Painter 
ſhould fill his Room with Tableaus, in ſome of 
whioh he had drawn nothing but Eyes and Ears, 
in ſome only Mouths and Noſes, and in others 
none but Legs and Arms, and had never united 
theſe Parts to make one finiſh'd Figure, this 
would be ſome Reſemblance of my Imagination, 
which is fill'd with numerous diſunited Branches, 
but is not adorn'd with one compleat Syſtem. 

When I arriv'd at my Forty-ſecond Year, I be- 
gan to ſettle into a more conſiſtent Diſpoſition of 
Mind and Regularity of Judgment; then my 
Life became more equal and uniform, which was 
not a little owing to the wiſe Counſel and fre- 
quent Converſation of Sir Evsracs LockkR, 
to whom at that Time I had the Honour to be 
known: It was he that introduc'd and recom- 
mended me to the Favour and Friendſhip of his 
ingenious and learned Acquaintance, and firſt 
propos'd me as Secretary to our Society, of which 
my former Papers have given an Account. 
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NumMBE Xx VIII. 


Neſcio quid meditans nugarum ; totus in illis. 


(Hor. 


— — — — _— —_— — _—— —— 


WzDxte5DAY, December 2. 1713. 


Oodneſs ard not Truth is the ultimate 

Object of our Wiſhes, in the Enjoyment of 
which the Perfection and Felicity of intelligent 
Natures conſiſt: Knowledge therefore cannot be 
defirable for its own Sake, and meerly as ir ſtocks 


'the Imagination with Ideas, and adorns the 


Mind with Schemes of Speculation, but is valu— 


able only as it is beneficial to the Poſſeſſor, and 


as it enables him to be uſeful to Mankind. 
This our Forefathers, in the eld-it Ages of 
the World, well underſtood, before good Senſe 


and Simplicity of Manners were corrupted by 


the degenꝰ rate and falſe Wiſdom of vain Philoſo- 
phers, who ſtudious only to know, and not to 
act, ſpent all their Time in idle Contemplation. 
The firſt Men paid the greateſt Veneration to 
thoſe, who invented Arts or Sciences that 


brought any ſolid Good to the Publick. Thoſe 


who by any Diſcoveries had deſery'd well of 
their Country, were applauded while alive, and 
ador'd after Death. Not only Ceres, the Inven- 

| to! 


[2 8. 


Lis. 


imate 
ent of 
gend 
— be 
ſtocks 
s the 
valu- 
and 


ges of 
Senſe 
ed by 
111oſo- 
10t to 
lation. 
ion to 
that 
Thoſe 
yell of 
e, and 
Inven- 


tor 


No g.] The Lay-Monasrexy, 47 


tor of Agriculture; Pacchus, of planting the 
Vine; Vulcan, of working in Iron; and others 
for the like Reaſons; were deify'd and wor ſhip'd 
by the People; but even Æſculapius, who found 
out the Art of drawing Teeth, and preſcribing 
a purging Medicine, as Cicero relates, was highly 
reverenc'd, and after his Deceaſe was rais'd to the 
Dignity of a Demi-God, and provided with a 
Temple, Altar, and Prieſts. So great a Value 
was then put upon Men, that had diſcover'd any 
Thing of general Benefit. For this Reaſon 1 
1 my ſelf, that if any eminent Operator 
or cutting Corns, and giving Eaſe to afflicted 
Toes, had liv'd in thoſe Primitive Ages, he had 
ſooner been conſecrated after his Death, and en- 
roll'd among inferior Deities, than any idle Com- 
ren of Philoſophical Romances, who might 
ave amus'd the People with empty Speculations, 
but not have procur'd them any real Good. | 
' *Tis worthy of Obſervation, that in Aſter- 
Times the great Mehael Angelo deriv'd his Sir- 
name Buonorota, from inventing a Cart of a new 
Faſhion, which might be drawn by one Horſe, 
in pity to a poor Man who had but one left; 
tho? this great Artiſt never had an Apellation of 
Honour given him for any of the ſtately Palaces 
he had built, nor for his wonderful Dome con- 
ſecrated to St. Peter; and by the Decifion of right 
Reaſon, the Title Puonorora ariſing from an Act 
of Compaſſion and Benevolence redounded more 
to his Glory, than that of Germanicus or Aſiaticus 
would have done, had he procur'd either of 
them by hoſtile Invaſions, and by the D eſtruction 
of Mankind. ; 
Since therefore Arts and Sciences are only va- 
luable, as they are beneficial, the Rank of their 
3 Merit 
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Merit and Excellence muſt be ſettled by the dif- 
ferent Degrees of their Uſefulneſs. Hence Di- 
vine: and Moral Knowledge, that ennobles and 
extends the Soul, multiplies and exalts our Ideas, 
and improves our ſuperior Faculties, as directly 
tending to promote the Perfection and Felicity 
of human Nature, claims the higheſt Place 
among Intellectual Endowments. Next to this, 
I place the Contemplation of the wiſe and admi- 
le Turns of Providence in the Government 
of the Moral World, conſpicuous in the ſur- 
rizing Changes of States and Kingdoms, and 
the various Fates of Families and Perſons, but 
eſpecially in ſo over-ruling and guiding the En- 
terprizes of Princes, as to make them often pro- 
duce contrary Events to thoſe they had defign'd. 
The Knowledge of Policy and Oeconomy, which 
regard the Happineſs of Man as a Member of a 
Civil Society, or of a Family, then Agriculture, 
Phyſiek and Mechanical Arts take their Place, in 
the ſubordinate Gradations of Honour. The 
Accompliſhments of a meer Grammatical Critick, 
and a Commentator on the Claflick Authors or 
the ancient Philoſophers, rho' they may in ſome 
ſort be beneficial, yet muſt be contented with the 
loweſt Rank, becauſe Mankind may be very 
happy without them. 

A Man may enjoy good Health, be eſteem'd 
and lov'd by his Neighbours, have the Poſſeſſion 
of himſelf, and live comfortably with his Fami- 
ly, tho” he is not ſatisfy'd which of the diſputed 
Syllables or Stops is the true Reading in an anci- 
ent Writer: Should the Controverſies of Cri- 
ticks continue undecided till Doomſday, I cannot 
ſee what great Detriment would befall Mankind : 
They are not of that Importance, that 9 
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of War, the Revolutions of States and Empires, 
or any weighty Affairs of Families or Perſons, 
ſhould turn upon their Determination. | 

Theſe Reflections have been occafion'd by z 
Letter communicated to me by my Bookſeller, 
which he receiv'd from the Chaplain of Sir 


Gregory Bookworm, a Country Gentleman of a 
great Eſtate. 


To Mr. Bookſeller in London. 


Nov. 12. 1713. 

SIR, 

A Gentleman of your Town, whoſe Name 
* I ſhall conceal, lately din'd with Sit 

© Gregory 3 his Converſation at firſt turn'd upon 

© the ſurprizing Curiofities and wonderful Pro- 

« duftions of 1 which he exemplify'd in 
the admirable Structure and Variety of Cockle- 
ſhells ; and the numerous Kinds of Graſs, 
which, as I remember, he ſaid were Four- 
ſcore. He next expatiated on the Hiſtory of 
Muſhrooms, and the Properties of that pecu- 
liar Worm or Inſect bred in this dubious Spe- 
cies, Whoſe Volatile Salt, as he ſaid, made it 
ſuch an agreeable Sauce. Here he made a Di- 
preſſion, and inſtructed the Company in the 
Nature and Kinds of Sauces, by learned Re- 


.< 


* 
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that hangs and furniſhes large Rooms with 
* Writers of all ſorts, but eſpecially thoſe of no 
* uſe: If he he is any thing more, it muſt be 
* only a Virtuoſo in Books, who amaſles the 
* Works of the Learned and Unlearned, with- 
out Diſtinction, not to peruſe them, but only 
to outvie all Pretenders to the Science of col. 
* lefting Authors. By his Diſcourſe, which was 
* wholly about the Hiſtory of Learning, and 
© the Editions of Writers, he ſeem'd to me to 
have more the Air of the Bookſeller, than the 
* Scholar. However, he gain'd ſo upon-my Pa- 
* tron, who has a Head turn'd that Way, that 
© he has reſol vd to augment his Library with ſe- 
© veral Shelves, and to add new Levies to each 
Regiment of Authors. In purſuance of this 
© Defign, he has commanded me to write to you, 
to furniſh his empty Spaces with Three Yards 
of myſtick Theology, _ as many of the ſubtile 
and profound Labours of the Schoo/men ; he 
© defires {even Foot in Folio of the beſt Cir 
Law; but if you can procure him the Tra#«- 
tus Tratatuum, he'll build a Place on purpoſe 

* . 
« to receive thoſe numerous Volumes. 

* Being determin'd to ſearch the Depths of 
« Philoſophy, and having all Modern Writers in 
© Contempt, compar'd with the ancient Siges, 
dhe defires you to ſend him Ariſtotle's Philoſo- 
< Phical Works, and an entire Collection of his 
'« Commentators. 
He defires likewiſe all Authors whatſoever, 
< that have been long out of Print, and are 
found in very few Hands; ſuch as the [ible « 
« Sixtus aun Avicenne of the Soul; and, in 
< ſhort, if you ſee in any Catalogue to be ſold by 
Auction, the Title of a Book with this hoon 
4 / the 
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* theſis at the End (Tiber rariſimus) be it what 


it will, buy it, and as to the Price, your Com- 


« miſlion is unlimited. 


Sir l/avc Newton's Philoſophy, 
thought was ſcarce, but recall'd it, having 
© heard that it is newly reprinted. 

I propos'd to him Tlletſon's Works; but he 
rejected them with an Air of Contempt, and 


+ ſaid, That Author by lying in ever 


He had given Order for 
which he 


Hook ſel- 


© ler's Shop, and every Gentleman's Cloſet, had 
© loit his Credit. 

© You are commiſſion'd to procure all Philoſo- 
* phical Romances, ſuch as The Syſtem of Carte- 
ſius, Gaſſi ndus on Epicurus, Burnet's Theory of the 
Earth, which he is told are entertaining, and 


* writ in a high Taſte of Scholaſtick Errantry; 


any Eſſays of the Students in Occult Ph:loſophy, 


and of Ro ſicrucian Adepts on the Philoſopher's 
„Stone, and 'Franſmuration of Metals; all 


© Pieces of Cabbaliſtical and Hiero 


glyphic 
© Learning, and the Wr'ters on Taliſmans, Ma- | 
* gick, Dreams and Divination, will mightil 
* oblige him. He has heard that many of theſe 
Authors were found in the Collection of the 
* late Learned Smallcole-Man ; if you can pro- 
* cure any of them from thoſe who bought 


© them, he values no Coſt, 


He has nine Edi- 


tions of Boeth/us de Con ſolatione, and hears there 
is yet a Tenth printed at Frank fort; you mult 


* by all means ger it, to compleat his Set. 


The 


* ſcarce Editions of Aldus, the Juntæ, Harry Ste- 
* phens, Vaſcocan, and Maceus, are perfealy 
* agreeable to his Taſte. My Commiſſion at this 
time ends ends, when I have told you that you 
* muſt take care to ſend him the French Epick 
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Poets, and the ingenious and Learned Labour 
aof that Nation on Mottos and Devices. 


I am your Humble Servant, * 
IW. wo ns B-- =O, 


— — 


— 
n, 


Hu juſmodi paucas Poet a reperium Coma- 


(dias 
. Ubi boni meliores fiant. Plaur. 
a Nun BER IX. 


FRI DAT, December 4. 1% 


ä 


SIR William Temple ſpeaking, in ſome of his 
. Writings, of ſuch Perſons as affect rather to 
be diſtinguiſh'd by the Briskneſs of their Ima- 
- ginations, than by any proper Application of 
their Abilities, ſays, He knew a Stateſman that 
had rather have ſaid a Witty Thing, than done 
a Wiſe One; and had rather have made the 
Company laugh, than the Nation rejoyce. 


The deſcribing this Affectation in a Grave 
Character, places it in a very ſtrong Light. Eve- 
ry one is immediately ſhock'd with the Notion 
of a Merry Judge, or a Facetious Divine; and 
| =P 
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bo " et it would be proportionably ridiculous in any 
= berfon whatſoever, who ſhould ſeem to make 


Mirth the principal Buſineſs of his Life; as if 
Man were to be diſtinguiſh'd from Brute Ani- 
mals by Rifibility only, and not by Reaſon. 


I might mention the Immoralities which an 
exceſſive / ffectation of raiſing Mirth is apt to- 


betray Men into, ſuch as ſacrificing a Worthy 
Chara cter, a Friend, and ſometimes a Man's 
Self, and his greateſt Intereſts to the petulant 
Pleaſure of a Jeſt ; but my Deſign is only to 
conſider it here as a Fault of the Underſtanding. 
And in this View it is the Parent of a World of 
falſe Wit, and forc'd Conceits, and more fre- 
uently diſturbs Converſation than enlivens it. 
en a Fellow of this. Turn, who was 
famous about Town for making Similies ; he- 
had turn'd all the Powers of his Mind to this: 
fingle Attainment ; and it was the whole Em- 
475 of his Life, to tell you with a ridicu- 
ous Vivacity of Imagination what any Thing 
which was mention'd or done in his G 


— ompany 
of his was like. Lo the ſame Spring we owe = 
her to Ml Vritings of forc'd Humour and m— ſuch 
r Ima-Vriters deſigning nothing but to raiſe a Laugh, 
jon of and not conſidering that miſ-apply'd Raillery is 
n that enly Il-Nature, and that Humour without a: 
done! Moral is Buffoonery.. 

ſe 0 If ever Mirth can lay claim to a full Scope and 
Indulgence, it is in the Buſineſs of Comedy 3. 
Grave and yet I will venture to ſay, that a Comick Poet 
Exve-vho ſhou'd only propoſe to himſelf the raifing 
Notion Nef Eaughrer, whatever might be his Succeſs in 
>; and that, wou'd be but a wretched Writer. It is this 

yet "2 


F 3 
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that has given occaſion to diſtinguiſh ſuch low 
Performances by the Name of Farce, It is not 
the lively Jeſt, the ſmart Repartee, or the wit- 
ty Conceit; but the natural Views of Life, the 
moral Painting, the Manners, the - Paſſions, the 
Follies, the 1 and Humours; in a 
Word, it is the Human Heart in all its odd Va- 
riety, pleaſantly repreſented, that makes up the 
elegant Entertainment of Comedy. In this the 
Author preſents Mankind to his Audience; in 


the other Way of Writing he only exhibits 
Himſelf. | 


I was never better pleas'd than with an uncom- 
mon Obſervation made by a celebrared modern 
Writer, concerning the Heautontimorumenos of 
Terence; namely, that in that excellent Comedy 
there are Paſſages which wou'd draw Tears from a 
Man of Senſe, 2 not one that will provoke his Laugh- 
ter. I believe the Reader will not be diflatisfy'd 
to ſee this Remark further exem _ by TwWo 
very fine Inſtances, the laſt of whic that inge- 
nious Writer would never have mention'd. The 
Firſt is an Ancient Comedy of Plautus, the other 


3s a Scene in the Funeral, or Grief Alamode, by 
Mr. Steele. 


The whole Fable of the Comedy of the Cap 
gives in Plautus 18 of a ſerious Caſt, and has ſome- 
thing in it wonderfully amuſing, Hægio had Two 
Sons, and had been depriv'd of them both: 
The Firſt was ſtolen away when an Infant, by : 
_— Servant, who bad ſold him, but the 


ather did not know where. The other, whole 
Name was Philopolemus, was many Years after- 
wards taken in the Wars, and carry'd wm 
gi 


e; in 


33 
e other 


ode, by 


the Cap 
is ſome- 
ad Two 
both: 
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Hegio lays out great Sums in the Purchaſe of ſe- 


. 
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veral Captives taken by his Countrymen from the 


People of Elis, in Hopes he might meet with ſome 
one of Condition, who might be a Ranſom for 
his Son. Among others he purchaſes a Matter 
and his Servant; the Firſt named Philocrates, the 


other Tyndarus. Philocrates was Son to a conſide- 
rable Citizen of Elis; and to favour his obtain- 
ing his Liberty, the Maſter and Servant agree, 
on this Occafion, to exchange their Names. 
The Quality and Wealth of Philocrates are there- 
fore own'd to Hegio, but the true Perſon con- 
ceald; and Tyndarus, who repreſents him, pre- 
vails with the old Man to ſend the other, who 
he pretends 1s his Servant, to Elis, to procure 
the Exchange of Hegio's Son Philopolemus ; and at 
the ſame time ſtipulates to pay a Price, if the 
Meſſenger ſhould not return. Hegio agrees to 
the Propoſal, and Philocrates by this Means ob- 
tains his Liberty. : 


The Gratitude of a Servant to an indulgent 
Maſter, with whom he had long liv'd in great 
mutual Kindneſs, is wrought up in this Scene 
with the moſt beautiful Elegance. Hægio him- 
ſelf hearing the two Captives ſpeak to one ano- 
ther with ſo much Affection in their common 
Calamity, breaks out into theſe Expreſſions, 
Good Gods ! what generous Minds have theſe Men | I 
cannot hearken to them without Tears, At their 
Parting, Tyndarus begs Philocrates not to forget 
him when he was gone, but to remember that 
his Life ſtood engag'd for him; and that he muſt 
expect to be put to Death, if he deſerted him, 
or if the Negotiation prov'd unſucceſsful. 


Philo- 


. 
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Philocrates is no ſooner gone, than Ariſtophontes, 
another Captive of Elis, whom Heg'o had for- 
merly bought, and who was a Kinſman of lo- 
crates, being 1 — to Tyndarus, to ſee if he 
knew him, diſcovers the Impoſture. Heyio 
thinking himſelf now abuſed and cheated, ſends 
Tyndarus amon 2 his other Slaves to hard Labour, 
and to ſuffer Chaſtiſement. The Poet has given 
Tyn da us on this Ozcafion very noble Sentiments, 
He comforts himſelf in the Thought, that the 
Memory of his Gratitude to his Mafter will be 
e e hereafter; and that, whatever may 

his Lot, he does not die that gives up his Life for 
Vertue. The Slave that had diſcover'd him, 
when he ſecs on what Principles Lyn darus had 
ated, is touch'd, and cries out, He is glad Phi- 
locrates is at Liberty, but ſorry that his Words 
had brought Puniſhment on the Man who had 
freed him. 


In the Conclufion, Philocrates returns, and 
brings with him Hegio's Son Philopolemus, and 
likewiſe that falſe Servant who had formerly 
robb'd him. By Means of the latter, Tyndaru, 
who had been repreſented by the Poet with ſo li- 
beral a Mind, * to be that Son of He's 
whom he had loſt when a Child, and whoſe 
true Name was Pegniun, who being ſold at that 
Time to the Father of Philocrates, was by him 
beſtow'd on his Son, and bred with him fron 
their Infancy. This beautiful Diſcovery co 
cludes the Fable. It is plain that there is litt] 
in the whole to raiſe Mirth, excepting the inco 
fiderable Part of the Sycophant ; and the Poet 
in his Epilogue, Part of which is placed: as the 
Motto of this Paper, values himſe _ thi 
x ter 


* 
Neg. 
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EE Entertainment, as of a more rais'd and elegant 
bie- Kind than is to be met with in vulgar Comedies. 
if he a 
* Of the ſame Kind is the Part of Truſty the 
ſends Steward, in the Comedy of Grief Alamode. Eve- 
ry own will own, that in this Play there are 


abour, 1; a 

; given ry wely Strokes of Wit and Humour; but 
*, 2 m_ | am more pleas'd with the fine 
at the ot Humanity in it, than with any o- 


will be ther Part of the Entertainment. When the ho- 
er may . Steward comes to the Lodgings of his diſ- 
Life fo inherited young Lord, whom for many Years he 
him, had not ſeen; the fond Reflections he makes 
_s had there, his Digreſſions from his Purpoſe, his em- 
ad Phi- bracin him with Tears, and r unning over eve- 
Words little Circumſtance of the Family that cou'd 
bo hel feed his Tenderneſs, till he had loſt himſelf in 
his Diſcourſe ; and then his recovering, begging 

ardon, and coming to his preſent Buſineſs, are 


is, and magin'd with the utmoſt Delicacy. How natu- 
as, and aland agreeable is that little Ramble of Thought, 
»rmerly bile he is waiting for him, 7 as, I think, Three 
yndarus, 1 Twenty when this young Lord was chriſten'd; 
th ſo li- — ado was there about calling hin Francis 
of He's ſe are but poor Lodging, for him; I cannot bear 


be Joy to think I ſpall ſave the Family from which I 


d whole 
pave had my Bread. 1 might tranſcribe kis 


1 at that 

by him hole Speech afterwards, on his ſeeing his 
irg Font ung Lord. But as it is ſo w-ll known on the 
-ry co tage, that there is no need of it, I ſhall con- 


lude with obſerving, that this is not only Nature, 
ut Nature of the moſt beautiful Kind ; or, to 
arrow Plaurus's own Remark, by the Repreſenta- 
on of ſuch Plays even good Men may be made bet- 


is little 
re inco 
he Poet 
d as the 
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; Nun ER X. 


* 


Diſcincta tunica ſugiendum eſt, ac pede nudo. 
(Hor, 


— * 


2 — ——_ 


Mopar, December 7. 1713. 


HE Danger which our little Lay Mor aſtery 
lately eſcap'd of being plunder'd, has been 
a frequent Subject of Diſcourſe among us. 8 
Ax i Hun WIuSsLE TOS now takes his Seat at 81 
Eusracx's Right Hand at the Table. We hav: 
all agreed to place him the next in Honour t 
our Founder; and in caſe of another Aſſault, he 
is already minuted in our Books as Governor o 
the Lay- Con vent. We often commend his art 
Way of applying to the Mob. Mr. Jonxso 
ſays, He is an admirable Expoſitor of Words 
and NxD Frtetman the other Day ask'd hin 
pleaſant'y, What thoſe unlucky Stories were 
thit had like to have brought him into the! 
quiſition in Tray? 

The Knight was rais'd to the Height of goo! 
Humour at our Praiſes, and at the Diltin&io! 
we all pay him; and to ſhew at the ſame tim 
that he was not unprovided of an Anſwer to Ns 
FatEMAN, he related the following Story 
which he aſſured us was well known in Hay, ant 
which diverted us ſo much, that I was order'd . 

; : | 0 


v | * 
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take it down in Writing, and publiſh it for the 
Paper of this Day. 
I Father Nic olo of Narui was a celebrated Preach- 

er, and had generally a quick Eye in the Pulpit 
over the Female Part of hisAudicnce. He was one 
Day preaching at Catanca in Sicily, when among 
the reſt of his Auditory, he ſpy'd out a very 
agreeable young Woman, nam'd Agatha, Wife to 
one Rug g a Phyfician, and was immediately 
n: Mbur d with her Beauty. The Lady was 
ſo devout, as to have her Eye conſtantly fix'd 
on the Preacher, and could not help percei- 
ing that he was handſome, nor wiſhing ſecret- 

that her Husband were no leſs agreeable. 


After S rmon ſhe addreis'd her ſelf to Father 


aſtery ſo | 
as been N for Confeſſion, who was overioy'd at this 
us. Si 


ucky + 4 jy nn of diſcovering his Paſſion. 


at at SifW4ratha had ſoon diſpatch'd the Account of her 


Ve haveÞpwn Sins; after which ſhe very generouſly con- 
nour tfeſs d for her Husband too, and asked the Holy 
Kult, h lan, If he had no Cure for an old Man's Jea- 
ernor ollouly ? The Father reply'd, That Jealouſy was a 
is artfuffaſſion not to be avoided by the happy Perſon 
ſonnsoF ho poſleſs'd ſo divine a Creature. Agatha ſinil'd, 
Words nd thinking it time to «return to ſome Fe- 
k'd hiWale Friends who were waiting for her, de- 


es wert 
o the | 


rd Abſolution. The Confeflor figh'd, and" 
ering on her with a languiſhing Look, My fair 
Daughter, ſays he, who can free another that 


of goofs bound himſelf? I'm chain'd by the ir- 
\RinAoFWeliſtible Power of your Beau'y ; and with- 
ame tWut your Aſſiſtance I can neither abſolve my 
r to Niſſelf nor you. Agatha was young and unexpe- 
g Storienc'd, yet by the Help of a good natural Fi - 
Italy, a"Wrehenfion ſhe was not at a Loſs to unravel = 
order'd , eaning of theſe Words: She had beſides, to 
ta 


quicken 


1 
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quicken her Wit, been ſtrictly guarded and ill 
uſed by Doctor Ru: gieri. She therefore ſoon let 
the Father ſee that ſhe underſtood him, and 
that ſhe was not diſpleas'd to find, notwith- 
ſtanding the Sanctity of his Character, that he 
was Fleſh and Blood. The Buſineſs of the 
Abſolution was now forgot: Father Nicolo preſ- 
ſed his Paſſion; and at his earneſt Requeſt, 
the Lady undertook to find Means that he 
ſhould make her a Vifit. After a ſhort Pauſe, 
ſhe acquainted him, in order to this, that ſhe 
was troubled with Fits, and that all the Medi- 
cines her Husband could adminiſter, procur'd 
her no Eaſe; therefore, ſaid ſhe, the next time 
he is ſent for into the Country, I'll feign my ſelf 
ſeiz'd with my uſual Diſtemper, and ſend to you 
to bring ſome Relick of St. Griffon for my Relief. 
You will, I ſuppoſe, comply with the Summons, 
and one of my faithful Maids ſhall be ready to 
conduct you to my Chamber. The Father ap- 
plauded her Wit, pronounc'd a thouſand Bleſſings 
on her for this happy Invention, embrac'd her 
rapturouſly in his Arms, and thus they parted. 
onelt Ruggieri, who dreamt nothing of what 
had paſs'd, went very opportunely out of Town 
the next Morning. The Lady was immediately 
fſeiz'd with a terrible Fit, and in the midſt of het 
Attendants, who were officious in helping her, 
frequently call'd on the Name of St. Griffon, 
for Aſſiſtance. The crafty Confident that ſtood 
by, and was intruſted with the Secret, took 
the Hint, and preſs'd her to ſend for the 
Rel icks of that Saint, which ſhe ſaid were famou 
for their miraculous Virtue and wonderful Cures, 
The Miſtreſs, who ſeem'd ſcarce able to utter h 
Words, bid her do as ſhe thought fit. _ 
| Nico 
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Nicolo preſently had Notice, and obey'd the 


Summons with the utmoſt Expedition. 

The Father now arrived, and following his 
Female Guide, enter'd the Room where the at- 
flicted Lady lay, and drew near her Bed-fide 
with a becoming Gravity. Agatha receiv'd him 
with profound Reverence, and begg'd the Chari- 

of his prevailing Prayers to Heaven, and to 
St. . He exhorted her to prepare her ſelf, 
that ſhe might be qualified to receive the Bene- 
fit of the ſacred Relicks he had brought; in or- 
der to which, ſays he, it is firſt neceſſary that 
with a contrite Heart you have Recourſe to Con- 
feſſion, that ſo your Soul being heal'd, your Bo- 
oy may more eafily be cured. The Lady reply'd, 
She defired nothing more. This was a Signal to 
the reſt who were in the Room to depart, which 
they preſently obey'd, and left the the Two 
Lovers to their private Devotion. 

The good Father had not long apply'd the Re- 
licks of St. 5 for the Recovery of the de- 
vout Agatha, when Ruggieri was diſcover'd at the 


Entrance of the Street, who return'd ſooner than 


he was either deſired or expected. The Lovers 
were immediately alarm'd, and the Fryar leap'd 
upon the Floor in ſuch a Fright, that he forgot 
to take his Breeches, which upon that occaſion 
he had thrown by, as an unneceſſary Garment, at 
the Beds-head. 

The Wench who was in the Secret, open'd the 
Door, and crying out that by the Favour of Hea- 


yen and of St. Griffon, her Lady was almoſt 


wholly recover'd, call'd in the reſt of the 
Attendants. Ruggieri arriv'd at the ſame in- 
ſtant, but was not well pleas'd to obſerve, that 
a Fryar had found the Way to his Houſe ; nor 

: was 


o 
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was he leſs diſturb'd at this new Illneſs of his 
Wife. Agatha eee his Diſorder by the 
Change of his Countenance, and immediately 
told him, that ſhe had been infinitely oblig'd to 
that Holy Father, by whoſe Prayers, together 
with the Application of the Relicks of St. Griffon, 
ſhe had been ſnatch'd from the Grave. 'The 
good Man was e to hear it was no worſe, 
and correcting himſelf in his own Thoughts for 
his former Suſpicions, very heartily thank'd the 
Fryar, who ther ſome pious Diſcourſe was glad 
to withdraw. | 
Father Nicolo was not gone far, before he reco- 
ver'd out of his Fright, and the ſame Moment 
rceiv'd he had left his Breeches behind him, 
his put him into a new Concern 3 he durſt not 
go back, but comforted himſelf as well as he 
cou'd in the Hope that Agatha or her Maid wou'd 
find them firſt, and take care to prevent further 
Miſchief. Honeſt Ruggieri was now fitting on 
the Bed-fide by his Wife, and ſaying a Thouſand 
kind Things to her, when unluckily putting his 
Hand to adjuſt the Pillow under her Head, he 
laid hold on one of the Strings, and drew out 
the Breeches. This threw him into a worſe Fit 
than any his Wife was accuſtom'd to fall into; 
he ſtorm'd like a Mad-man, and ask'd how that 
Appurtenance of the Fryar came there? Agatha, 
who had all her Wits awaken'd by her new 
Amour, reply'd, without the leaſt Heſitation, 
that it was what ſhe had told him of. It is to 
this, ſays ſhe, Iowe my Cure. This is the mi- 
.raculous Garment of St. Griffon, which the Holy 
Father brought, and he has left it here for my 
ter Security, till the Evening, at which Time 
E will ſend for it, or fetch it himſelf. 
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Poor Ruggieri, hearing ſo ready and unexpec- 
ed an Anſwer, believ'd, or pretended to beiieve 
her, and retired. The truſty Wench was now 
diſpatch'd on a new Errand, to defire the Father 
to {end for his Relicks. She underſtood her Bu- 
fineſs, and acquainted Fryar Nicoſo with all that 
had paſg'd. The Fryar, preſs'd by the Neceſſity 
of the Aﬀair, went to the Warden of the 
Houſe, and confeſſing the whole Intrigue, beg- 
ged that he would help him out in this Extremi- 
ty. The Warden ſharply reprov'd him for his 
Negligence 3 but ſaid there was no time to be 
loſt, and ſomething muſt be thought of to ſave 
the Reputation of the Order, He therefore 
caus'd the Chapter-Bell to be rung, and the 
Fryars being all aſſembled, he inform'd them, 
that Heaven had that Day wrought a moſt re- 
markable Miracle, by Virtue of St. Gs 
Breeches, in the Houſe of Ruggieri, the - 
eian. In ſhort, he related to them the Particu- 
lars, and perſwaded them to go and fetch back 
the Holy Garment, in a ſolemn Proceſſion. | 

The Fryars were now drawn up in order, and 
with a Croſs carry'd before them, and the War- 
den at their Head, holding the Tabernacle of 
the Altar in his Hand, march'd two and two in 
profound Silence to Ruggieri's Houſe. The 
Doctor met them at the Door, and demanded the 
Reaſon of this ſolemn Viſit. The Warden told 
him, they were oblig'd by the Rules of their 
Order, to ſend their Relicks rivately to ſuch 
diſtreſs'd Perſons as demanded the Uſe of them; 
hat if thro' the Sins of the Patient, the Relicks 
had no Effect, they were to fetch them as private- 
y back; but when a manifeſt Miracle was 


wrought, they were 5 bring them home with 
8 pA 


decent 


by 4 
| 
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decent Ceremony, to publiſh the Miracle, and 
finally to 2 it in Form in the Regiſter of 
their Convent. Ruggieri now underſtood their 
Buſineſs, and expreſs'd himſelf overjoy'd at the 
Honour which was done him. He told the Fa- 
thers they were all welcome, and deſiring the 
Warden, and Father Nicolo to follow him, he led 
them to his Wife's Chamber. The good Lady 
who, it may be ſuppos'd, was not aſleep in this 
Juncture, held the 3 in her Hand, bound 
decently up in a perfum'd Napkin, which the 
Warden having open'd, kiſs'd them with pro- 
found Reverence; and having caus'd them to 
be kiſs'd in like manner by all who were in the 
Room, he put them in the 'Tabernacle he had 
brought for that purpoſe, and gave the S1gnal to 
his Fraternity to return in the ſame Order. 

The Fathers ſet forward in greater Solemnity 
than before, and finging an Anthem, march'd 
round the City, accompany'd with a numberleſs 
Croud, and then placing the Relick on the Altar 
of their Chappel, left it there, as an Objet 
of Devotion. Raggieri was zealous to promote 
the Reverence of the People to this pious Or- 
der, and with no little Oſtentation, acquainted 
all Perſons, where-ever he came, of the aſto- 
niſhing Miracle wrought on his Wife, by the 
Breeches of St. Griffon. 
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at the | NumBtR XI. 


he led : 
Lady ¶ Trahimur omnes laudis ſtudio, & optimus 
in this quiſque maxime gloria ducitur ; Philoſophi 


qv etiam in libris, quos de contemnenda gloria 
0 pro. ſcribunt, nomen nd inſcribunt. Tull. 
em to — — 6 25 

in the 


he had WEDNESDAY, December 9. 1713. 


Ame, which is the Opinion the World ex- 

preſſes of any Man's excellent Endowments, 
s the Idol to which the fineſt Spirits have in all 
iges burnt their Incenſe ; and the more gene- 
dus and elevated any Genius is, the more ve- 
ement is his Thirſt, and the more eager are his 
romote Purſuits after this alluring Object. Whatever 


us Or. power is invok'd, this is the real Muſe that in- 
uainted pires the Poet, ſtocks his Imagination with 
e aſto · peautiful Ideas, and kindles in his Breaſt the Di- 
by theſſine Rapture. This glorious Prize at once dazles 


nd animates the Warriour : Tis the Applauſe, 
he Triumph, the Pleaſure of being deafen'd . 
ith Acclamations, and diſtinguiſh'd and point- 
d at by the People, that makes him ſo patient of 
oil, and _ him amidſt a Thoufind Dan- 

ers. As the powerful Inſtincts of Renown ex- 
MBETSite an ambitious Monarch to repeat his Con- 
eſts, and cnlarge _ Empire, ſo they raiſe up 

2 


Heroes 
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| Heroes to 1 17 — his Arms, and check his En- 


croachments: Thus from the ſame Spring and 
Principle of Action, Nations are ſometimes en- 
{lav'd, and ſometimes deli ver'd. a 
This warms the Patriot with Zeal, and makes 
him think he is only * his Country, while 
he is 8 himſelf with Purſuits of Populari- 
ty. 'This ſmooths the Tongue of the Senator, 
and makes it flow with Eloquence ; and it were 
to be wiſh'd, that none of the venerable Men, 
who diſpence from the Pulpit Divine Inſtruction, 
had their Lips touch'd by a Coal from this Fo- 
reign Altar. Man is naturally a proud Animal, 
— is fond of nothing more than the Breath of 
Fame, to ſooth his Vanity, and flatter his Self- 
Admiration. 

Tho' moſt of the celebrated Authors among 
the Ancients wrote by the Impulſe of Vain- glory, 
and Praiſe was the chief Reward they panted 
after, yet none ſo frankly own this Paſſion to be 
the Principle that inſpired them, as Horace and 
Cicero: What Exultation and Rapture does the 
former expreſs upon the Proſpect of imaginary 
Immortality? How has Tally blemiſh'd his Cha- 
rater, ind. obſcur'd his excellent 3 by 
Self- Admiration, and by an open Acknowledy- 
ment, that he look'd on Praiſe and Honour as 
the chief Reward of Vertue, and of illuſtrious 
Actions. I bluſh for this Great Man, as often as 
I read the intemperate Expreſſions of his Thirſt 
of Glory, which ſo frequently blemiſh his ad- 
mirable Writings. . 

Tis ſurprizing and painful, to think that a 
Perſon of his excellent Facuities, Learning and 
Wit, ſhould be ſo extravagantly tranſported with 
this Paſſion. When he ſpoke his Invectives a- 
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gainſt Aut hony, Who would have thought he 
was only REY himſelf, and pronouncing a 
Panegyrick upon his own Eloquence and Zeal 
for his Country; That when he defended Roſcius, 
he took upon him a Theatrical Perſon, as much 
as his Client had ever done, and only acted the 
Friend in great Perfection; and that when he 
accus'd Cataline, he only applauded the vigilant 
Conſul, magnify'd the Patriot, and entertain'd 
the Senate with his own Praiſe ? And yet, 'tis 
evident, that ſuch was his inſatiable Thirſt after 
Applauſe, that whether he aflum'd the Chara- 
Rer of a Patriot or an Orator; whether he ar- 
raign'd the Criminal, or vindicated the Inno- 
cent, he had always the ſame View, and meant 
nothing but by various Means to procure Glory 
to himſelf. 

A Writer in love with himſelf is ſo puff d up 
with Applauſe and Popularity, that & Miſer 
does not enjoy more Satisfaction in ſurveying his 
Heaps of Treaſure, than the Author who ecchoes: 
to himſelf the Encomiums of the People, gives 
in to the general Opinion of his Merit, and- 
approves the Tafte and Judgment of his Ad- 
mirers. Hence he draws in his Imagination his- 
own Picture, with ſuch amiable Features, and 
ſets it off with ſuch beautiful Colours, that he is 
raviſh'd with the Reflection; and no Sycophant 
can ſooth an aſpiriring Prince with more artful 
Touches of Adulation, than thoſe, with which 
ſuch an Author feeds his own Vanity; no Man 
being ſo hearty and finiſh'd a Flatterer,. as he 
that 18 making his Court to himſelf. 

Nor is the Merit of a great Warrior, in the 
Purſuit of Glory, unlike to that of a ſelf-ad- 
miring Author. Fame, however thin and airy, 

TT is 
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is the Food of great Minds, that are not en 
dow'd/ with a more ſublime and generous Prin: 
ceiple; and to the Defire of this inferior Immor. 
al however empty and imaginary, are owing 
for the moſt part the Atchievements of Heroe: 
and Patriots: Theſe flatter themſelves, that af 
ter Death they ſhall live by the Breath of Fame, 
and be carry'd up and down the World, like the 
airy Phantoms or Apparitions of Epicurus. is 
true, in this they confeſs the Belief of a future 
State; for it cannot be imagin'd why they ſhould 
defire to be ſpoken of with Honour after their 
Deceaſe, if they did not believe they ſhould ill 
exiſt, and enjoy the Encomiums beſtow'd by 
ity on their Names: Yet this will not de- 
ſerve. the Apellation of Vertue ; for if the fine 
Writeror brave Warrior terminate all their Views 
n themſelves, if the Author only contem- 
kr ev the bright Emanations of his Mind, as 
reflected and coming back to himſelf in Glory 
and Praiſe; and the Soldier takes the Field, and 
performs Wonders, chiefly for Laurels and Ad- 
miration; tho' this approaches the neareſt to 
true Merit of any thing that is ſhort of it, yet 
their Actions ſpringing from a wrong Principle, 
and being directed to an unwarrantable End, 
are but ſplendid Illufions, and Faults diſguis'd 
under the beautiful Appearance of Vertue. 
It is the incommunicable Prerogative of the 
ſupreme Being to ſearch the ſecret Thoughts, 
and diſcern the Bent and Inclination of the 
Mind, and therefore no Man by immediate In- 
ſpection into the Receſſes of the Soul, can charge 
upon another the Guilt of acting upon the 
Principle of Vain-glory : But there is one cer- 
tain diſtinguiſhing Mark, that diſcovers this ir- 
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regular 
that is, 
or Poet, who pretend the good of their City, 
their Country and of Mankind, ſhould in other 
Inſtances expreſs a Contempt of Moral Obliga- 
tion, and become Practiſers of Vice, and Patrons 
of Impiety. Tis impoſſible ſuch Men can be 
govern d by a genuine Principle of Vertue, which 
never fails to 12 an equal and uniform Se- 
ries of good and generous Actions. | 

Theſe Reflections cannot but elevate our Con- 
ceptions, and engage the Mind in the Contem- 
plation of the admirable Conduct of Providence, 
which makes uſe of culpable Paſſions and irregu- 
lar Principles, ſubſtituted by Men in the Place 
of fincere Merit, to bring about Ends of the 
greateſt Importance and Benefit. to Mankind. 
If no great or illuſtrious Actions, in which the 
Common Good and the Happineſs of Societies 
are concern'd, were to be — by any but 
Diſintereſted Men who act from a Motive of real 
Vertue, How often would States and Kingdoms 
be involv'd in Confuſion and Ruin, while no 
Warriors would be found to defend, nor States- 
men to direct and rule them? But when Princi- 
ples of Vertue are wanting, as apparently they 
are in the Maſs of Mankind, the deſire of Po- 
pularity and falſe Glory, by the wiſe Admini- 
{tration of the Moderator of the World, in a 
great Meaſure ſupplies their Abſence. 


| 69 
Spring to one's ſelf and to others, and 
it the Hero or Patriot, the 1 


By what ſtrong Impulſe anxious Mortals ſtrive 
That their own Funerals they may long ſurvive ? 
Charm'd with its Splendor, all at Glory aim, 
And ardent climb the tempting Heights of Fame. 


Beho ld 
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Behold, for this imaginary Good, + 
Intrepid — Wi 21 of Bloc 
Cages for this, with painful Labour ſpent, 
Seh vert old Syſtems, and new Schemes invent. 
Now dive to view the Wonders of the Main, 
Then range the Meteors, curious to explain 5 
The Birt hof infant Storms, and ſecretSpringsof Rain, 
W hile others, ſtudious *maidft the ſturry Shes, 
Explore new Worlds with late invented Eyes; 
Deſcribe the Empire which the Sun controuls, 
Aud how each Planet round its Centre rowls. 
The. Poets own their reſtleſs Aims aſpire 

To laſting Fame; for this they ſtring the Lyre, ; 

Exert their Genius, and exhauſt their Fire. 
And yet their Atoms, ſcatter d by the Wind 
Thro* the wide Void, or to the Tomb con fin d, 
Of all we ſay, unconſcious ſtill remain, 
They taſte no Pleaſure, as they feel no Pain ! 
Does Mano ſmile, when we extol his Lays, 
Or Tory lifter, in bis Urn, to Praiſe? 
Do Shouts of Triumph ſooth great CxxsAaR's Pay 
Or Fame, young AMMON, thy cold Aſbes cheer ? 
M hile fooliſh Men, with vain Ambition try 
To live in Sound, and Names that never die; 
Exalted Minds ſhould Toil ſuperior. hear, 
Mare Hazards run, and warmer Zeal declare, 
Whoſe generous Thoughts, inſpir'd by Vertue, ait 
At bliſsful Life and true immortal Fame. 


NUMBE 
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7 
TY NunszA XII. 
Rain. . 
ls, ——Pellem baud correpta fuiſſet 
2 Militia tali-— Virp. 
Inq; tuo Vultu figna timentis habe. Ovid. 
re, 5 | 
Vid 
n d, Fripar, December 11. 1713. 
ad ED FREEMAN, who, as I have already 
1 1 the Reader, is more inclin'd to 
, onverſation than to Writing, was call'd n 
yh 1 y the Society at their laſt fitting, for his or 
" WKowards the Entertainment we * my to 
2 he Publick; and after his careleſs Manner, put- 
N ng his Hand into his Coat-Pocket, he threw a 
"Bah ded Paper upon the Table, without ſaying a 
THe, din ord of what it was, or introducing it with any 


deech. The whole Company ſmiled, and own'd 
emſelves not a little ſurpriz'd at NzD's Readi- 
ſs in anſwering their Demand, when they ex- 
:Qed to have been put off with ſome pleaſant 
xcuſe. I took up the Paper, by Order, and 
as going to read it, when Sir Axrnux WIn- 
ETON call'd to me to hold.---- And now, Gen- 
emen, ſays he, before Mr. RA vxNScRO r be- 
s, Til venture a good Wager, it is ſomethin 
NUMBERS other about the Ladies. This raisd a good, 
ca 
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deal of Mirth, when upon my reading the very 

| firſt Words, it appear'd to be as Sir Ax Tau 
had-gueſs'd ; for the Title of it was, On Fear in 
Women. The Society reſolv'd to let it paſs in 
Nzp's free Way of Writing, without making 7 
any Amendments. The Doctor ſaid he always 50⁰ 
took Mr. FREEMAN for a good Judge of Femal b 
Human Nature. Mr. Jagwson fancy'd, by ſome 
few Touches in it, that he wou'd ſucceed infſſ'*> 
Good-humour'd Satyr, if he had not too muck"? 
Gallantry to indulge his Vein in it. Sir Eusr Act Na 
expreſs'd himſelf well enough entertain'd, bu . 
ſhook his Head with a Smile at one or two Pal. Del 
fa es, and cry'd-—-NzD's a Wag, NzD's a Wa; a 


e Paper is as follows. Ma, 

= Mrr'rom has given us a fine Diſtinction of th ha 0 
F Two Sexes in his Deſcription of the firſt Pair in 1 . 
—_— : 3 

For Contemplation He and Valour form'd, er 

For Softneſs She, and ſweet attrative Grace. * 

| And afterwards : = 

His fair large Front and Eye ſublime declar'd IJ 
Abſolute Rule---- | I 

She, ag a Veil, down to her Shoulders broad ? ' 

Her unadorned Golden Treſſes wore, Feu 
Diſbevell d, but in wanton Ringlets wav'd, th; 

As the Vine curls her Tendrils, which imply'd pe 
SubjeBion---- du 

Here p e Courage, and Domino! uns 

are aſſerted as Prerogatives of Man; and Soft Q: 


neſs and Subjection as proper to Women : | 
; [ad mull 
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TB muſt be own'd that this Diſtinction in particular 
Inſtances, 1s ſometimes loſt. 'The French Ladies 
have often rivall'd their Husbands, in Philoſo- 
phy and Latin; and ours, as we are a valiant Peo- 

le, and addicted to Diſpute about Matters of 
2 have now and then the upper- 
hand of their Spouſes in the Articles of Cou- 
rage and Dominion. Jet IJ have never heard of 
any Univerſities of Learned Ladies, nor of any 
Nations of Valiant Females, except the fabulous 
Nation of the Amarons. 


Deſcription, that Nature only has made this 
Difference in the Sexes: That the Strength of 
Man diſpoſes him to Boldneſs in Danger, and 
hat the tender Apprehenſions of the Fair Sex 


But tho“ Courage may depend much upon na- 
ural Conſtitution, it is hard to ſay hr 06 that 
onſtitution is. 2 does not ſupply it, 
becauſe many ſtrong Perſons have little Courage; 
one wou'd rather think it ſhou'd ariſe from an 
abundant * La Animal Spirits; yet if this 
vere true, the Ladies wou'd have the Advan- 
age, and wou'd be as frequently an Over- match 
for us in Action, as they are in Diſcourſe. 

Leaving it therefore to natural Philoſophers 
o enquire how far, and in what manner Con- 
titution of Body furniſhes Courage; there are, 
think, other Cauſes into which this Difference 
n the Sexes may be reſolv'd, ſuch as Cuſtom, 
Education, and a different Manner of Life. 
gion And perhaps I need not have named — thing 
50f. ore than Cuſtom, or the Faſhion. The Ex- 
. Iectation of the World, and the Eyes of the 
mull wo Sexes turn'd upon each other, might, for 
H ought 


It is generally thought, according to Milton's 


ariſe from the delicate Frame of their Bodies. 
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ought I know, be ſufficient to _ up this Di. 


ſtinction; for Valour in Man, is often no mor: 
than the Shame of ſhewing Fear: And Fear in 
Woman, is look'd upon by us as a Grace; and is 
beſides, a kind of = Call upon Man for hi 
Aſſiſtance and Protection. 

I ſuppoſe then, that notwithſtanding any m 
tural Diſtinction, if it were not for Cuſtom an 
Education, this Diſtinction wou'd very often b 
loſt, That Courage is to be acquir'd by Practice 
like other Habits, is certain, and has been proy' 
by many Examples: Danger, when it grows 
familiar Acquaintance, loſes much of its err 
and ſome Captains have become very enterpri: 
ing Men, who have at firſt been terrify'd at ev: 
ry Fire in a Battle. The Buſineſs of the Worl! 

without Doors, lies on the Men, and the Tro 
ble and Hazard it expoſes them to, is the Fin 
they pay for their Ambition of governing i 


+» The Women are excus'd from this. Domeſtiq h 
Ls Rule may perhaps fall to their Share; but *® 
F that they exerciſe their Power at a leſs Expenc 
And when they are abroad in the World, de 
| Civility that is generally paid them, protect o 


them from the Inſults to which Men are expos' 

for moſt of our Sex have Knight-Errantry enoug 

to fence off any Danger that threatens them : 
that they are accuſtom'd to depend on the Gua 
of others, like effeminate Princes, that nei 


fight but by Proxy. 8 - 
But where Cuſtom and Education have be 
different from this, we ſee the Effects are diff - 


rent too: As in Fance it is a Faſhion for Ladi 
of the better Rank to learn Latin and Greek; 
in many Parts of Germany, the Women, amon 
the Common People, are inured to bear Fatigu 

It al 
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nnd Hazards, like the Men; and I do not know 
„ vby a ſturdy Palarine Wife, who cou'd work and 
carry Burthens for her Husband, might not up- 
4 fo" Son fight for him too, if ſhe thought he 
* deſerv'd it. The famous Maid of Orleans, that 
| commanded the French Army, and ſo valiantly 
defended her Country in the Time of our King 
Henry VI. was the Daughter of a Shepherd, 
and probably ow'd her Courage to a Life of La- 
bour, Hardſhip and Extreme Poverty. I might 
roduce other modern Examples of Female Cou- 
rage. Several Swedi/> Women are ſaid to have 
put themſelves in Diſguiſe, and to have fought 
nder General Torſtenſon, in the War with the 


OY ermans, about the Year 1645. and were dil- 
* over'd by ſtripping of the dead Bodies. And 
wu the War of 1672. betwcen France and the 


etherlands, the Women of a Town in Holland 
nade a bold Sally, and beat off the Beſiegers; 


Re ut inſtead of ſearching Hiſtory for Inſtances, I 
Wn all entertain my Reader with one which is very 
ene emarkable, and which I fer down here from 


he Report of ſuch Perſons as were Witneſſes to 
he Truth of 1t. | 

At the Siege of Namur, by King Wiliam, an 
nfign call'd Robert Cornelius, was obſery'd to 
ew a more than common Bravery. This Per- 
n, after having receiv'd ſeveral Wounds, being 
rried to be dreſt by the Surgeons, was diſcover'd 
o be a Woman. The Novelty was ſo great, and 
e ſurprizing to many in the Army, who had 
> be 

en her Bravery on that and other Occaſions, 
What it ſoon came to the King's Ear, who had the 
Turioſity to go to ſee ſo extraordinary a Warrior. 
he Account ſhe gave of her ſelf was very par- 
Ncular: She affirm'd that ſhe was born of Dutch 
# H 2 Parents, 
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Parents, who to prevent the Loſs of a ſmal! An. 
nuity which they were to enjoy on the Birth of 
a Male-Child, had caus'd her to be chriſten'd as 
a Boy, and bred her up as ſuch to an advanced 
Age, before they thought fit to entruſt even her 
felf with the Secret. Among other Diverſions 
ſuitable to her ſuppos'd Sex, ſhe had learn'd to 
beat a Drum, and at laſt liſted her ſelf for: 
Soldier. This adventrous Female, who began, 
it ſeems, with taking a Fancy to that Inſtrument 
of Noiſe, was ſoon after made a Serjeant, and 
after that an Enſign. She had been in many 
Actions, undiſcover'd, as ſhe ſaid, till this Oc- 
caſion. After the Peace of Reſwick, ſhe had ; 
Penſion given her in England; ſhe was at that 
Time married to one of her former Comrades, 
and was not many Years ago together with her 
Husband in Chelſea College. 

But Inſtances of this kind are not frequent, 
and tho' we may be ſurprizd at them we are al- 
ways ſhock'd at them too. Courage does not fi 
well upon Female Modeſty, nor appear ſo agree 
able to that Softneſs that makes them the Ol 
jects of Love; and I have a ſhrewd Suſpicion 
that none of the Virago's, who have fignaliz'l 
themſelves in the Field, had any Domeſtick 
Charms. Beauty, according to the Greek Epi- 
gram, is Woman's Strength; or her Arms, a 
Anacreon has repreſented it; and where that | 
wanting, Courage is a much weaker Supply. 

Fear, on the contrary, is ſo far from bein 
look'd on as a Weakneſs in Women, that it 1 
a kind of additional Charm ; perhaps we con 
fider it as ſuch, becauſe it flatters us with a 
Idea of our Superiority, and places them 1n 4 
kind of Dependence on us. But * be oy 
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An- Reaſon, I appeal to all my Male Readers, who 
of are acquainted with Plutarch and Virgil, whether 
they are not more touch'd, when they ſee the 
cd beautiful Cleopatra confeſs her Fear, and fly from 
her MW the Battle of 4#:um, tho it loſt Anthony the World, 
ons who was ſo puſillanimous as to follow her, to 
to his Ruin; than when they behold the Amazon 
Dr al Camilla, ſo admirably deſcrib'd in Virgil fl ing 
zan, like a Fury among her Enemies, and le 
ent the Ground with Blood, Brains, an 4 
and Bodies? WED ; . 
any Fear ſoftens a lovely Face, and makes a hand- 
Oc- ſome Woman ap 
d ſeem ſenfible of this, and I have obſerv'd that 
that great Beauties are the ſooneſt put into a Confu- 
des fion. A Thouſand nameleſs Graces are in ſuch 
her an Inſtant kindled up in every Feature, and 
Will. Wonder has own'd to me, that he firſt fell in 
love with his Miſtreſs in a Fright ; for which he 
often quotes that of aller: 1 


So Lightnings which in Storms appear, 
Scorch more than when the Skies are clear. 


How partial has Nature been to that Sex, if it 
has made their very Weakneſs. Beautiful ? 
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| '- was at a Friend's Houſe in the Country. She 
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Tantos illa ſuo rumpebat Pectore quaſtus. 
| Virg. 


don. I was the other Day with this Gentleman, 
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Mor pA, December 14. 1713. nt 


8 IR Aaron WInIATRrOx, who abounds with 
Friendſhip and Humanity, often does me the 
Honour to fingle me out for a private Converſa- 


in his own Chamber, when I obſerv'd that He, 
who us'd to expreſs in his AſpeQ a great Deal of 
Spirit and Alacrity, appear'd with an Air very 
thoughtful and deectel“ I ask'd him the Rea- 
ſon of it, and he told me he had juſt then recei- 
ved News of the Death of a Niece of his, who 
was his particular Favourite, a Woman of great 
Vertue, Beauty and Diſcretion. She had been 
married about Twenty Years to a Gentleman of 
a plentiful Fortune ; — his Manner of Life for 
the greateſt Part of the Time had been ſo extra- 
ant and expenfive, that he had waſted his 
Eſtate, and brought his Family into a ſad Pro- 


— of Poverty and Contempt. It is now, ſays 


n Anrnun, as I feard; He has broke the 
poor Woman's Heart. Here is a Letter ſhe 
wrote to him about fix Months ago, when he 


ſent 
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ſent me a Copy of it for my Approbation; and 
[ now put it into your Hands to make it — 
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for the Sake of ſuch diſſolute Heads of Families 
who have no Regard either to their Wives or 
their Poſterity. FOE" IN 


To N----- B-—- Eſq; 
My Dzas, 


POR the firſt Years after our Marriage, it is 
1 impoſſible to deſcribe a State of greater 
© Tranquility and Delight than you and I en- 
 joy'd. I do not remember that any haſty Ex- 
Joy . 
0 — or any croſs Accident ever ruffled our 
« Tempers, or created the leaſt Uneafineſs. I, 
« for my Part, thought it a Heaven upon Earth. 
I reflected on the Happineſs of my Condition 
© with the utmoſt Joy and Gratitude to Provi- 
t dence. Where-ever I came, all Perſons ad- 
* mir'd and extoll'd your extraordinary Quali- 
ties; and while I attended to them, I often 
t betray'd in my Looks and Words the Pleaſure 1 
felt in hearing your repeated Praiſes. I was 
the Envy of the Women, who us'd to exprefs 
the greateft Efteem of your Perſon and Endow- 
t ments, and with an Air that ſeem'd to ſpeak 
* ſomething more than a bare Commendation. 
© Such was the Sweetneſs and Vivacity, the 
© Chearfulneſs and Equality of your Diſpoſition, 
© ſo entertaining your Converſation, and ſo agree- 
© able your conſtant good Humour, that every 
Body heard you with Delight or Envy. Iam 
«© ſure I always liſtned to your Diſcourſe with 
the utmoſt Pleaſure, but never to Satiety. Add 
«to this the Marks that you gave me _—_ 

| «Am 
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dent Affection, and the Satisfaction you always 
expreſs d in my Company; and it will not ſeem 
© ſtrange that I eſteem'd my ſelf the moſt happy 
© of Women. | 

But O how ſoon were theſe joyful Days 
© chang'd! After five Years, your own natural 
good Senſe began to be perverted by the Con. 
verſation of looſe Perſons, with whom you 
© then became acquainted, who ſeduc'd you from 
© your Vertue and Innocence into a Way of Life, 
. G which you have greatly diminiſh'd Your 
© Eſtate, and involy'd your ſelf in Debt; and to 
prevent our entire Deſtruction, I, who have 
« earneſtly ſpoke to you in vain, have determi. 
ned to write to you this Letter, as the laſt Way 
© I have left of entreating you to conſider what 
you are doing. 
© It is with great Satisfaction I acknowledg; 
* you ſtill retain your pron Converſation and 
excellent Humour. 1cannot complain of an 
Decay of Conjugal Affection on your Part, a 
© I know there 1s none on mine. I wiſh your 
* Happineſs as I do that of my own Soul. I + 
© have ſhewn how much I love you, and hoy 
© little Lam able to bear your Diſgrace, or ſee 
you uneaſy, by parting firſt with my Jointure, 
then with my Jewels, and at laſt with my 
Plate. I have hv'd, even without Neceſſaries 
that I might prevent the Conſequences of you 
« Profuſeneſs. I have laid down my Coach 
« turn'd off half my Servants, and neither make 
© nor receive Viſits. | I keep my ſelf and Chil 
« dren bare of Clothes, and with cheap and 0 
« ſpare Diet, and retrench all the Expences I am v 
able. If the Children are ever ſo ſick, I have ff 
no Fee to give the Doctor, ſo I nurſe them a Un 
3 | « we 23 
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ys © well as I can, and we take our Turns to hel p 
m © one another. | 
pr < While you grow familiar every Day with 
© new Acquaintance, you are alienated from your 
yi © own Family: Tho' you lodge at home, you 
ral * ſpend the greateſt part of your Time abroad; 
on-. * you ſeldom return till One or Two in the 
ou oe, when you rap at the Door, and in- 
om Wl © form your Neighbours what Hours you keep; 
te, when you go to Bed you are ſo full of Wine, 
du that your Reſt is very unquiet, and diſturb'd. 
to © I lye weeping by you, and tell the Clock wa- 
ve © ny Hours, * you are faſt aſleep; for you 
mi. — ſo, that I often ſtart up, and fit in my 
«© Bed-gown to watch you; and ſometimes J 
hat « think your Breath is quite gone, and am forc'd 
to awake you, for fear you ſhould be ſtrangled, 
© and dye in your Intemperance. | 
+ Confider how much you are in Debt; the 
© Baker, the Brewer, the Butcher, and many 
« others, come every Day to receive their Bills, 
© and it grieves me to the Heart, that I have no- 
| © thing to give them but repeated Excuſes. -I 
went Two Days fince to your Friend Mr. M---- 


coat; when I had pitch'd upon the Silk, he 
told me he could not part with his Goods with- 
© out ready Money; that Expreſſion ſtruck, like 
ou © a Dagger, to my Heart. I went home aſham'd 
chil © andoverwhelm'd with Grief, and the tender- 
ke © hearted Child obſerving it, fell into a Paſſion, 
ail © and wept bitterly. 

nd © Betty is a great Girl, and Jeuny comes for- 
amy ward apace, and, if all my Neighbours do not 
avell © flatter me, and the Mother has not prejudic'd 
me, too much in their favour, they are Two as 


pretty, 


with your eldeſt Daughter, to buy her a Petti-_ 


* w 
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pretty, ſenfible, ſweet es Pup" Children, as 
y 


can be ſeen in any Family. Dear, conſider 
© theſe unhappy Girls, in a few Years, for want 
of Fortunes, mult go out to Service, and earn 
their Bread with the Labour of their Hands. 
How can you, who once liv'd in Plenty and 
Splendor, 2 the Thoughts of ſeeing your 
© Daughters come home to viſit you in he old 
* Iac'd Shoes and caſt Mantua's of their Miſtreſ- 
* ſes? Is it not more deſirable to follow them to 
© the Grave, than to ſee them reduc'd to ſuch a 
Condition? 

© Jack, in half a Year, will be out of his Time, 
6 _— poor Boy will have nothing to ſet him 
up] he muſt become a Journey-Man, or an un- 
der- Writer to one ofthe Companies of Trade, 
if his Diſappointment does not tempt him to 
| * ſeek his Fortune at Sea, or enter upon worſe 
© Courſes by Land. | 

Jou ſay you love me, and I believe you do; 
570 * ned, a Fondneſs of your Children, and 

© I am fatisfy'd you are fincere ; Why then do 
you cruelly abandon us to Shame and Sorrow, 
and all the Calamities of Want and Poverty? 
Allow me, my Dear, to ſpeak freely to you; 
- © fince it is perhaps the laſt Time I ſhall trouble 
© you on this Subject. You know I love you, 
and that I can have no Deſign to upbraid or re- 
© proach you, but only to make you ſenſible of 
the approaching Ruin of your Family, which 
vou may poſſibly = prevent. Suffer me to 

© unburden my Soul, and to expoſtulate with 


* 


you in the bitter Anguiſh of my Heart. No 

6 Body will be fo faithful and ſo importunate, or 
is under ſuch Obligations of Duty and Intereſt 
to deal fo plainly with you, as the Wife that 


© loves 


£ 


ou 
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loves you, and that you love. My Boſom is 
© ſo full I am ready to burſt; my Tears, while 
© ] write, flow down upon the Paper. Imagine 
© then you ſaw me upon my Knees, praying to 
you thus; © I beſeech you, my Dear, I en- 
© treat, I conjure you by all our paſt Endear- 
© ments and ſolemn Vows, by your Intereſt and 


d. Duty, by the Love of a Husband, and the 
= F = Bowels of a Father, alter your Courſe 
to i © of Life, and ſave yet your Family, that muſt 
* Wh © otherwiſe unavoidably periſh. ” 

N If you are . of my Comfort and 


Welfare, what have your Innocent, Children 
m done to offend and provoke you to give them 
up to Want and Mifery? Should it not touch 
« your Heart, and melt your very Soul, to conſi- 


2 der that you have given Being to theſe unhap- 

Wl © py Creatures; unhappy, by the profuſe Life of 
PY P ; 

2 good natur'd and indulgent Father? Nor is 

0 | © the Calamity like to ſtop here; for with their 

r Kind they will perhaps propagate their Miſery, 

"We and bes a Train of indigent and abject 


Creatures, that ſhall feel the ſad Effects of your 
t Faults to late Poſterity. Theſe will be told 
© what a plentiful Eſtate you ſquander'd away, 
© which brought them into their low Condition. 
UW Oh! my Breaſt ſwells, and my Heart will 
© break by theſe Reflections! 1 am in an Ago- 


of. ny of Treuble: Heaven grant I do not loſe 
ch my Senſes! -----If you are not mov'd by the 
10 W+ fad Fate that is ready to fall upon your Family, 
ith . have ſome Mercy on your ſelf. When you have 
No iN ſpent all, What muſt ſupport and comfort you 
runder the Infirmities of Age? A Man in Years, 
or * reduc'd from a plentiful Condition to Poverty, 


hat . is a fad Spectacle; an Object of Pity to his 
a Friends, 


% . 


ein all probability you will be brought ſo low, 


upon a frugal Life, while ſomething is left for 


( Company. I am, my Dear, 
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© Friends, and of Derifion to his Enemies 
© Should it not pierce your Heart, to think that 


© asto beglad to meet with a good natur'd Ac. 
© quaintance, who out of Compaſſion to your © 
0 Wants, et with Modeſty and Tenderneſ; Ml 
« ſhall teal ſome ſmall Gift into your Hand, to. 
help buy you Bread? 

Ido not deſpair that theſe Lines may leave 
* ſome Impreſſion on the Heart of one that po. 
ſeſſes ſo much Goodneſs of Nature, and whose 
eaſy Temper has been the chief Occafion o 
his Errors. If you would take up, and enter 


our Support, our Fortune might yet be retrie. 
ved. Both you and I have Relations of Inte 
« reſt and Wealth, who declare they will Rand 
« by you, and generouſly offer to procure you 
« ſome Place of Profit, if you would apply your 
© Thoughts to Buſineſs, and abandon your fata 


Your moſt Affedt ionate 
25 * afflitted Wife —— 
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Werpnaspay, December 16. 1713. 


rie | 1 
te O great is the Repugnancy between the Sen- 
and timents and Actions, the Principles and Pur- 


uits of irreligious Men, that no two Things can 
de more contradiftory in their Nature, or in- 
onſiſtent in their Operations, than an Atheiſt is 
with himſelf. He declares it his ſettled Opinion 
hat there is no Eternal Omnipotent Mind, the 
elf. exiſtent Cauſe of Beings, and the Fountain 
f all Motion in the Univerſe That therefore 
here is no Supreme Governour of the World, 
ho has made Laws to conſtitute the Duty of 
lan, or reſtrain the Liberty he has by Nature to 
& according to his Inclinations, and that hence 
in is not an accountable Being, nor capable of 
ntracting any Guilt: For whete there is no 
ule of Action, there can be no Diſobedience. 
the Atheiſt ſays he has not an arbitrary and un- 
mited Power over his Actions, ſince he acknow- 
ages he is bound to obſetve the Laws of his 
ountry, tis plain that acknowledgement does 
ot proceed from his Conſciouſneſs of any moral 
i Obligation 


Opinions; whic 


N 
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Obligation to obey the . eee ; for whence 
can he imagine any ſuch Obligation can ariſe? h 
I there be no divine Legiſlator, the Civil Ma- ti 
giſtrate may make what Laws he pleaſes; but L 
what ſhall infuſe any moral binding Force into o- 
thoſe Commands? Tis evident there is no Au- It! 
— to animate thoſe Precepts, that can affect ll a 
the Mind; but the Atheiſt ſubmits out of Fear P; 
of Diſgrace or Puniſhment, and owes all his Obe- I le 
dience to the Jail and the Gibbet. ˖ 
Theſe are the Maxims and the Creed of ithe k 
Atheiſt ; and if we compare them with the Action: ¶ hi 
of his Life, nothing will appear more abſurd R 
and inconſiſtent. For Inſtance ; He is induſtri-M fu 
us, even to Biggotry, to proſelite others to hit 
| is very idle and unreaſonable; ?! 
far this is to act without an End, and to propa - ¶ th 
ate Profaneneſs and Irreligion, only for the Pe 
ke of doing ſo: What can any Man propoſe to ca 
himſelf, in becoming an Apoſtle of Atheiſm, ai hi 
Planter and Spreader of Impiety? Suppoſe hel cat 
could accompliſh this Defign ; that he could re- Di 
form the World from all Senſe of Vertue, free dit 
Men from the Pregudices of Education, and ex- ap 
tirpate from their Minds the Belief of a GOD: Sa 
Suppoſe he had convinc'd them that their Action le 
ol never be brought before any Sovereign Tri 
bunal, and that there is no future State of Retri-M© gr 
bution, what has he done but introduc'd Con- M. 
fuſion among Men, by ſetting them at Liberty H 
from all moral Obligation and Notions of Duty V 
to each other? What has he atchiey'd, but arm 
each Man againſt his Neighbour, and given to 
every one a Right to every Thing he can ſeize 
and has Power to defend. * 


* 


| — * py 
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The good this Anti-Evangeliſt has produc'd to- 
his Diſciples, is that he has elevated their Na- 
ture to the Dignity of Brute Animals in this 
Life, and plac'd them in the comfortable View 
of roaming after Death in looſe Atoms, thro? 
the infinite Void; or becoming, if collected, 
2 Weed of the Field, or the Ingredients of a 
Pebble. Should the Atheiſt ſpare þ 
let his Neighbour continue unconverted, till he 

rew impenitent in prey + and obdurate in 
7 — what harm can thoſe Principles do 
him, while he entertains himſelf with agreeable 
Reflections on his Vertues here, and the delight- 
ful Expectation of Bliſs hereafter ? Let it be ſup- 


_ that theſe are meer imaginary Scenes of 


eaſure, that have no Foundation. to ſupport 
them; yet {till they are Pleaſures, and, as the 
Poſſeſſor ſays, very great ones: And fince they: 
cannot hurt or diſquiet him in this Life, and at 
his Death his Being is extinguiſh'd, when he 


cannot be conſcious of his Error, nor regret his 


Diſappointment, *tis invidious to endeavour to- 


diſpoſſeſs him of his Enjoyments. Whence it 


appears that the Atheiſt takes a great deal of 


Satisfaction away from the Minds of Men, and 
leaves nothing to recompence the Loſs. 

Nor is his Practice leſs abſurd, while he takes 
great Care to enlighten others, and adorn their 
Minds by his Ideas of Religion, but denies thoſe 
PP Inſtructions to his deareſt Relations. 
While he labours to convert others, ſhould he 
ſhew no Juſtice or Charity at Home? Why is he 
ſo unnatural as to rob his Family of their Birth- 
right, and not acquaint them with that unbound- 
ed Power they all have over their own Actions? 


That there is no Diſtinction of Good or Evil, no- 


I 2 Divine 


is Pains, and 
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Divine Lawgi ver, no Providence, no Judge, 
nor any future State of Immortality, and there- 
fore whatever Appetites and Paſſions they in- 
dulge, or whatever Actions they do, let them 
be ever ſo enormous or deteſtable in the Opinion 
of others, are in their own Nature innocent and 
inoffenſive. That they may reflect upon them 
without the leaſt Shame and Remorſe, and have 
nothing to fear but the Magiſtrate, and the idle 
Cenſure of Perſons infatuated with ſuperſtitious 
Principles, with the imaginary Idea of a Deity, 
and the groundleſs Phantom rg a future Life. 

The Atheilt equally contradicts his Principles, 
by owning that Vertue can exiſt without Religion. 
He recommends Jultice, Friendſhip, Gratitude 
and Generofity, and applauds the Love of one's 
Country, and Goodwill to Mankind, and on 
the contrary condemns Injuſtice, Oppreflion, 
Fraud, Breach of Faith and Ingratitude. I have 
heard a profeſt Atheiſt in a Rage call a Man 
Villain, who indeed deſerv'd that Name, but 
not from an Atheiſt, who muſt renounce his 
Principles, before he can fix a Name of Reproach 
upon the worſt of Men; none according to his 
Scheme being capable of Wickedneſs. I have 
likewiſe been ſurpriz'd to hear a Man entirely 
Irreligious, reproach another as Immoral and 
Unjull ; I would fiin know what Idea they form 
in their Minds of Immortality, who allow of no 
Divine Law or Natural Obligation. For by this, 
as is very evident, all Foundations of Diſtinction 
between Good and Evil, Moral and Immoral, 
are utterly deſtroy'd. 

Thus the Atheiſt in Speculation is the Reverſ: 


to one in Practice. This confeſſes a Deity in his; 


Words, and denies him in his Life; the other 
confe les 


x: 
* 
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confeſſes a Deity by his Actions, and denies 
him in his Words. The practical Atheiſt is much 
worſe than his Principles, and the Speculative 
much better. One takes a great deal of Liberty, 
which his Opinions do not allow; and the other 
does much good, which his Principles do not 
enjoyn. The Reaſon of it is, that no Man is I 
in this Life perfectly wicked, as no Man is pe- $ ( 
feAly good; and the Atheiſt is not able by his. AR 


utmoſt Endeavours ſo far to eradicate the Diſtin- . 


es Dictates of Reaſon, as to acquire a Diſpoſition 2479 
on. capable of enjoying the Fruits of Atheiſtical 5 F 
ide 8 in its full Latitude; and therefore in: #1 
ze deſpight of his Notions, that give him an un- UF 
on limited Extent, he till retains ſome good In- ? 
on ſtint, and does many uſeful, and.as to the Mat- 
ter of them, praiſe-worthy Actions. | ſit; 
n 37 The Diſtral and Terror when alone by Night, | | 0 
but and the timorous A prehenſions of Death, which a mY. 
his have been remarkable in great Patrons and Pro- 164 
ach moters of Atheiſm, cannot with good Reaſon be $ 
bi accounted for from irreligious Maxims.. No 13 
aV wore can the ſordid Avarice and Deſire of im- 15 
reli menſe Poſſeſſions, in purſuit of which ſome great | j 
and Leaders of the impious Sect deny themſelves - TY 
arm not only the Pleaſures, but the Conveniences of LS. 
no Life, unleſs they are procur'd at another's Coſt. | 
his or theſe. Men Pol rather draw this Conclu- 
* hon from their Premiſes, © Since Death will ex- 
212 tinguiſh all Delights and Enjoyments for ever, 

. et us improve the preſent Hour, Let us eat and 
bi © drink, for to morrom we ſhall die. And this indeed 
A* is the Deduction, which the greateſt Part draw. 
: 5 from their Principles, and act in Conformity to it. 


gion of Good and Evil from his Mind, to ex- 
tinguiſh the Light of Nature, and ſuppreſs the 


I 3 The 


* 
* . 


= licitouſneſ$toextend his Fame beyond the Grave, 


AXE * a 


tented to be tranſmitted to Poſterity, under the 
Character of a ſenſeleſs ſtupid Animal, a Man of 


not willing to be thus repreſented after Death, 


"Wo 
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The vehement Deſire of Eſteem and Reputa- 
Pons of being well pokes of, and applauded 
for their Learning, Penetration, and —— 
Wit, and what is yet more abſurd, for their 
Vertue too, of which by their Doctrines they are 
utterly , confirms the Truth of what | 
have afſerted. | 

But what more than all demonſtrates the 
Atheiſt to be inconſiſtent with himſelf is his Sol. 


and to be mention'd with Honour after Death. 
Let an Atheiſt ask himſelf, Whether he is con- 


no Honour or Probity, an infamous Lyar, 
Traytor to his Prince, a Hater of his Country, 
and, in fhort, a conſummate Villain? If he i 


this Concern for his Fame and Credit, when his 
Nature is diſſolv'd, and he, as he believes, ſhall 
be diſpers d in common Air, is by no Means re- 
concilea ble to his irreligious Maxims. 

Nor does he act leſs in Contradiction to 
his Opinions, in the Care he takes about th 
Decency of his Interment, and a due Reſpect to 
be paid to his Dead Body. I cannot think an 
Atheiſt would be unconcern'd, if he were aſſur'd 
that, after his Death, his Body would be dragg'd 
naked through the Streets, and then expos'd to 
be eaten by Doge, or lye rotting on a Dunghil 
Mezentins is introduc'd by Virgil into his Poem 
under the Character of an Atheiſt, a Contem-ſ] 
ner of the Gods, and a Derider of ReJigiouſ. | 
Rites. When be was conquer'd by Aneas, and=PaV 
lay on the Ground expecting the Stroke of Death 
he thus entreats him; If any Requeſt oy f 1 


] 


* 


9 e | 9 | 
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ta granted to a vanquiſh'd Enemy, this only I 
ed ask: Suffer my Body to be Buried. I am 
or odiqus to my own Nation, that ſurround me; 
eit defend me from their Fury, and let me be laid 
are I in the ſame Sepulchre with my Son.” Had 


t IVirgi form'd the Maxims and Opinions of an 
Atheiſt, and drawn the Manners accardingly, it 


the had been a manifeſt Error to have made him fo 
ol. much concern'd about his Dead Body, his De- 
ve, Mcent Funeral, and his Jus in the fame Tomb 


th. with Lauſus ; but this Judicious Writer copy'd 
on- the Original as it is, and not what in reaſon it 


the MWſhould be; and therefore obſerving that irreligi- 
ofMous Men were thus abſurd and inconſiſtent with 


„i) chemſelves, he drew an Atheiſt as he found him- 
ry, in his Manners, contradictory to his own Te- 
e u nets. 

th, 7 


Nu u BER XV. 
Ubi, ubi eſt, | 
Dim celari non poteſt. Ter. 


FRIDAT, December 18. 1713. 
N 


Have already acquainted my Reader, that 

from the erl. Inſtitution of our Society, we 

ave all had a watchful Eye upon Nzp REFE- 

MAN. It is wonderful to us, as often as we think 

of it, how this Gentleman came firſt to 2 
5 © 
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= himſelf a Member of the Lay-Monaſtery. Hit - 
14 8 Humour is airy, free, and volatile ; He is al. 

A ways {ure of giving Pleaſure to the Company he 
4 is in, but never ſure of being long pleas'd in it 
9 himſelf. This makes him very agreeable, but 
| | ſomewhat inconſtant. 
"| We were ſcarce ſettled in our Lay- Convent, 
when Ny began to enlarge his Freedom, by. 
making ſhort Excurſions in the Nei kbourhood | 
At the ſame time he was frequently nibling at 
4 the Orders of our Fraternity. He was content 

to ſpend Hours with us every Day, but did not 
care to be oblig'd to fit with us twice a Week, 

What need is there, ſays he, that you ſhou'd 

r ſet * for Buſineſs, when we are all inf 
the ſame Houſe, and can at any time, over a Bot. 
ttle after Dinner, read Papers, or ſtart a Subjed 

for a new Eſſay, and, in ſhort, be as wiſe, andiſÞ" 
yet aSſocitble as we pleaſe? 
The Society being willing to oblige ſo lively 
a Member, came immediately to the following 
Reſolution. 
h Order'd, That when Pen Ink and Paper ſball be 
| call'd for, in order to the Secretary's taking Minutes 

| for any future Days, a Hast of Champaign ſhall be 
ſet on the Table at the ſame time; but no Member ſhall 
be at Liberty to call for a ſecoud Flask, except Sir Eu- 
srAck Lockrs. 

It was deſir'd at the ſame time, that for the 
future Mr. FRREMAN wou'd ſend for his Lace and 
Linnen, by his own Servant, the Society having 
in. been inform'd that a handſome young Girl had 
_ - Been twice to enquire for him (ſuppos'd from 
1 his 9 9. and that ſhe had Black Eyes, and 
« good N ; a 


plexion. 


. 
NED 
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Nxp FREEMAN, after this aſt Order, was 
pretty regular for a Week. He then reliev'd 
himſelf by a Coffee-houſe, which he found out 
about half a Mile diſtant. Here Nxp uſed to 
ſpend much of his Time; and from hence it was 
2 he brought us the firſt Intelligence of the 
Juſtice of Peace, who had ſlander'd us, and of 
the Defign of plundering the Lay-Mowaſtery, of 
rhich I have given an Account in à former 


Taper. 

fo the mean time, it is not to be ſuppos'd but 
that a Perſon of NzD's Gayety has had many 
emptations to leave us. We no ſooner pub- 
iſh'd a Direction where Letters might be left for 
the Society, but we receiv'd every Day Diſpatches 
For Mr. FxzEMAN. His whole Male and Female 
\cquaintance ſeem'd to have taken the Alarm, 
and were reſolv'd to raiſe a Hue and Cry after 
him. He was ſo ingenuous as to communicate 
many of theſe Letters to the Society. Some of 
hem reproach him very ſeverely 2 break in 
is Word at certain Appointments for Cards — 
Dancing. Another from Two Siſters threatens 
bim with a Viſit; they rally him for turning 
inchorite ; defire an Account of the Rules of his 
Irder, his Exerciſes, Penances, and Mortifica- 
ous, and long to ſee him in his Lay-Monaſtick 
Habit. i 

The Society, finding theſe Enquiries multipl 
laily, have had ſome Thoughts of putting fore 
an Advertiſement, deſiring all Perſons who had 


n e 5 
had my Claim upon Mr. FazemaAn, to ſend in their 
rom Demands by a certain Day. But while this Mat- 
abd fer was under Debate, Nxp made an Elopement, 


and was not heard of by any of the Society for 
four Days. He is now return'd, and ſays he age 
only 


only been ranging like a Bee, to gather Hone 


 Nev's Intelligence. | 


lch Preliminary Diſcourſe t 
S, Wi out any Preliminary Diſcourſe to a 


da a new Order, who diftinguiſh themſelves ! 


World an Account of your Inſtitution and W. 


verſation of Men, with as ſtedfaſt a Reſoli 
tion as you ſeem or ought to have done that 


ſo in the Strictneſs and Severity of our Lives 
wwe don't even admit the Sight of a Man; na) 


- 
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for the Hive : He tells us, That in his Abſenc 
he has made a notable Diſcovery of a Lay-Nur 
nery, which is newly erected. We were ex 
tremely well diverted with his Account of th 
new Foundation, but took it only for Raille 


and a — way of excuſing his Abſence, t 
the following Letter confirm'd the Truth 


To Mr. JacoB RAVENSCROFT. 


SIR, 


quaint you with the Deſign of this Let 
ter, you muſt know at once that I am one of 


© the Title of Lay-Nuns. As you have given th 


© of Living, ſo we thought it not amiſs to | 
form you of ours, and to give you to under 


© ſtand that we can and have prohibited the Cor 


Women, only with this Difference, that as m 
fancy you exclude us, according to the ol 
© Saying, becauſe the Grapes are four, ſo we protei 
© againſt you, becauſe they are ſweet 3 whi 
© ſhews a greater Self-denial in us, and conl; 
© quently, that we are greater Philoſopher 
6 As we aſſert a Superiority in this, ſo we do: 


© we had the Superſtition the other Day, to tol 
© a Cat from the Garret Window, becauſe it ha 
« the Misfortune to be of the Male Kind. V 
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are not inſenſible of the wicked Conſtruction 
you will put upon our Siſterhood; that you 
will be apt to tell us, we are only the Lea- 
vings of Five and Thirty or Forty Lare; and 
that from a Diſtaſte which Men naturally bear 
to that Age, we have, to avoid their Coldneſs, 
taken this Opportunity of withdrawing our 
ſelves from the World: To convince you of 
which Error, I muſt tell you, that there lately, 
came a Lady to us, who deſired to be admitted 
as a Probationer, before ſhe would take upon 
her the Vows of our Order. She had not 
paſs'd above two Days with us, when we dif. 
cover'd an unuſual Roughneſs about her Face, 
which made us violently ſuſpe& her to be an 
Impoſtor. At length ſome undeniable Symp- 
toms confirming our Suſpicion, we diſcover'd _ 
this pretended Lay-Siſter of ours to be your 
dear Lay-Brother NED FxEZMAN: He made 
ſeveral Excuſes and Apologies for himſelf, and 
at laſt own'd that it was powerful Love which 
put him upon this Ad venture; and would have 
given a great many Inſtances of ſeveral who 
made uſe of the like Stratagems, and particu- 
larly he talk'd of one Jupiter, who had play'd 
many Pranks of the ſame Nature. We do 
therefore ſtrictly forbid your Sex any Com- © 
munication with us for the future, except by 

Letter; and we defire the Paper may not be 
gilt. As we have not fully reſolv'd upon all 
our Orders, we ſhall content our ſelves by on- 
gelling you, that 'tis in our Power to be as 
elf-denying as you Men : If you ſpeak in fa- 
vour of us in your next, we ſhall proceed to 
give you a more ample Account of what | Jos 
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been tranſacted among us. We reſt your Af. 
« feThonate Siſters 

bay nh RE CA SINGLE, Secretary 


© Nore, The Two North Country Maiden 
© Siſters, who appear'd laſt Summer at Hamſtcad, 
1 * may be admitte <mong us, providcd they wil 
* bring Certificates that they are not yet Forty. 
—_ I muſt not conclude this Paper without ac- 
= quainting our dear Lay-Siſters, that NzD FREI. 
- max denies' the Adventure charg'd upon him in 
the foregoing Letter; and ſays, it was ſome fh 
Youth that took upon him to perſonate him, 
| However, as he has own'd he is no Stranger t 
dhe Lay-Nennery, we ſhall take Care to examin 
Wo furcher into this Matter. : 
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Dux Vita Dia Voluptas. Lucret. 
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Mopar, December 21. 1713. 


*THE Innocence and towardly Qualities ſo 
often ſeen in Childhood, are ſo far from 
4 certainly preſaging a Wiſe and Vertuous Man, 
mcmhat I am ſurpriz d why Sir William Temple ſhould 
=, affirm; That he always obſerv'd that a good or 3 

bad Boy made a' good or a bad Man. *Tis evi- 
dent that baſhful Vertue in tender Years loſes 
| | Ground 
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round by encreaſe of Age, when the Allure- 
ments of Pleaſure grow ſtronger, and the Appe- 
ites more craving. It was the Saying of a Man 
f diſtinguiſh'd Wit and Humour in the laſt Age, 
and one who was a good Judge of Human Na- 
ure, that in the Progreſs of Life you very often 
ee a pretty promiſing Child, next a fine hopeful -, 
a, then a terrible lewd Fellow, and at lait 
diſtemper'd old Knave. It frequently happens 
hat a Perſon, at firſt regular and ſober, loſes 
Wis Character as he grows up and feels thoſe 
Waffions, to which he had not before been ob- 
joxious. Then while his Inclinations to Plea- 
Ware are vehement, and the Efforts of Reaſon 
2eble, either by the Power of his own InſtinQs, 
r the Contagion of looſe Company, he ſoon 
bdues his Modeſty, breaks thro' the Reſtraints 
Education, and plunges into Vice and Immo- 
ality 3 as on the contrary it ſometimes falls out, 
at a diſorderly Youth, by his own Reflection, 
ſiſted with proper Inſtruction, becomes at laſt 
Perſon of eminent Merit, When Socrates ob- 
ry'd that the Phyſiognomiſt was derided by the 
_ for pronouncing him a very bad Man, the 
iloſopher reprov'd them, and allow'd the Ar- 
ſt was right in his Obſervation; for my Na- 
ve Temper and Propenſions, ſaid he, led me 
all thoſe Vices he mentions, and from which 
m reſtrain'd only by the Power of Philoſophy, 
d the Dictates of Vertue. 
Till a Man has eſcap'd the Storms and Rocks, 
10 hich agitate or break the Tide of Lif-, and 
Y* Preaten the utmoſt Danger, between the Age of 
ifteen and Twenty five, his Vertue can't be 


ok'd an as fix'd and ſafe. 


K If 
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If theſe inconſiderate Perſons would not cut 
off in their Thoughts the Connexion of this 
Life with that to come; would they ſometimes 
exerciſe their Reaſon and Reflection, and allow 
themſelves a cool Interval to contemplate the 
Conſequences which attend unwarrantable De. 
lights, tis probable they would not live in ſuch 
a difformity to, and at ſuch variance with them- 
ſelves; but would expreſs in their Lives the 
Power of their Convickions and reconcile theit 
Practice to their Principles. ; | 

I am led to theſe Reflections by a Copy oſ 
Verſes lately ſhew'd to the Society by Mr. Jons: 
sox, one of our Members, which is a Paraphraf 
on that known Irony of Solomon, Rejoyce O Youn 
Man in thy Youth, &c. 


What all aſpiring Mortals have in view, 
And by a Thouſand diff rent 838 
With ardent Zeal, true Happineſs diſcern, 
And what it is to live, Philander, learn. 
Let Chiefs by daring Toils enjoy their Aim, 
Their Laurel Gugaws, and their Bubble Fame: 
Litigious Coifs in feſt the clamorous Bar, 
Prolong Diſputes, and thrive by manag'd War. 
Let hardy Merchants, bent on uſeleſs Gain, 
- Patient of Terrors plough the liquid Main. 
Let Idle Students on their Volumes pore, 
To cloud with Learning, what was clear before. 
The Stateſman fill with Plots his aking Head, 
And Miſers, mid'ſt Abundance, want their Bread 
While theſe their Hours in various Error waſte, 
L aviſh of time, that ſpends it ſelf too faſt, 
Do Sorel an, bier ox Hom Joſh 
Thy Native Fires, and every Senſe invite 
To ſlake its Thirſt with exquiſite Delight. 
| Sint 
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cut Since Future is not, and what was is gone, 
his And we the Preſent only call our own, 
nes Be thy whole Life in various Mirth employ'd, 
o And let no Minute periſb unenjoy d. 
the Now thy young Cheeks freſh roſy Beauty dirs, 
De- And darting Spirits ſparkle in thy Eyes, 
ach While from th impulſroe Heart the frightly F'ood 
m- Exploded leaps, and honnds along the Road; 
the Piercing thy Sight, and exquiſite thy Taſie, 
ell Thy Joynts all pliant, and thy Sinews brac'd : 
| While theſe fair Hours extend their am'rous Arms, 
of Dance laughing by, and proffer all their Charms, 
HN- Eager advance, and catch the willing Joy, 
raſe With Feaſts ren u'd thy eager Senſes cloy. 
hung With raviſb'd Eyes view Pleaſure's ſmiling Tide, 1 
Gee her rich Banks diſplay their lovely Pride. "# 
See, the pure Volumes of her flowing Tray, ; 
With flow'ry Verdure Crown the beauteons Plain. 98 
Amidſi the Flood thy ſelf with Tranſport throw, | \ 
bo 


Diſol ve in Pleaſure, and in Rapture flow, 
Be thy ſoft Limbs with ſofter Silks careſt, 
Shine in the ſplendid Labour of the Eaſt, 5 1 
By Perſia now, and now by India dreſt. j f 
Let Goblets flowing with the ſparkling Juice, 1 
Pp. Which Gallia's Plains and Tuſcan Hills produce, 35 
Diſtend thy Veins, and with the generous Tyde, 
Perpetual Joy in circling Triumph ride, 
To crown thy Table with delicious Food, 
Ri fle the Mountain, ranſack Wood, 5 
2 cull each Finny be wb of the Hood. 
Let thy unrivall'd endleſs Banquets, grac'd 
With artful Diſhes in long Order plac dl, 4 
Surprixe with new Delights the moſt Luxurious 
( Taſte. 
' Raviſh'd ſurvey thy Gardens Gn — 
With Statues proud, _ everlaſting Greens. 
ES 
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The Fair, yet unforbidden Fruit behold, 
Pleaſant their Reliſh, and their Colour Gold. 
Traverſe the beauteous Walks, and free from Car, 
Regale thy vital Flame with fragrant Arr. 

Now ftretch*d on Roſes in thy Myrtle Bow'rs 

Thy Head adorn'd with Wreaths of rixal Flow, 
In conſtant Tranſports paſs the Happy Hours. 

To Heights ſuperior yet Enjoyment raiſe 3 
Taſte all the various Kinds of Heavnly Lays 
Which tuneful H:ads with ſindions Car- compound 

blended Airs, and ſoft voluptuous Souna, 
tor thy Delight, hear Maſter Voices ſmg, — 
Now Breathing Tubes, and now the Speaking String 
While in the Lar attentive er watch, g 
Seize the ſweet Accents, and the Rapture catch. 

Now with the Men of Wit and Mirth converſe, 
And hear the Pards their am*rous Songs rehearſe, 
Let Beauty now thy eager Paſſion move, 
Embrace its Charms, and feaſi thy Soul with Lot, 
In Pleaſure tir'd, with coſily Scarlet ſpread, 

On Downy Pillows reſt thy weary Head. 

How ſwift the fleeting Minutes wing their Way! 
Thou it die to Morrow, therefore live to Day, 
When Man diſſolves, and mingling floats in Air, 
Hs ruin'd Form, V hat Artiſt can repair? 

His ſcatter d Atoms, and his looſe Remains 
No Pleaſure taſte, and feel no tort ring Pains ? 8 
He now in * climbs, now falls in Snows ; 5 1 


arble, or in Streams he flows, 


ok wk in 
Ard thro? the various Scenes of changing Matter 


th 

| | goes.) Pr 

Par know, vain Youth, an ever-during State to 
To this ſucceeds, and brings a diff rent Fate. G. 
Death but removes the Flame of Life to burn Se 
Are clear and bright, and in a laſting Urn. w. 
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| Whew brembleſs vo oor wile vor ceaſe to be; 
are, To other Hats rransfer'd thou it live, and ſee 
Hou Mrath Divine the impious Race deſtroys, 
; Whilſt h Minds imbibe Celeſtial Joys. 
, 


1 


une NVUusEN XVII. 

" Strepit Anſer inter Olores. Virg. 
rſe Y JM 

ſe, WaxDpxtsDAY, December 23. 1713. 


ore 4 Am oblig'd to the Author of the following 

Letter, Br aſſiſting me to furniſh out an En- 
ertainment to my Readers ſo proper to the Sea- 
on. 


To Mr. JacoB RAvgnsSCROFT. 


SIR, 


5 1 Am a conſtant Reader of your Papers, and 

have been ſo well entertain'd by them, 

that I have had a great Mind to make ſome 

Preſent to the Lay-Monaft I once thought 

eto ſhew my Refpect, 2 ending ſome ſmall 

Gift or other which minha be ſuitable to the 

Scaſon of the Year ; but I fancy you live too 

well to have any Occaſion for it. The next 

a K 3 * Thought 
fu 


— 
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Thought that came into my Head, was to 
write a Paper, and ſubmit it to your Correction, 
yet ſtill with an Eye to my firſt Defign, and 
to the Seaſon, as I ſaid, which introduces 2 
general Scene of Sociableneſs, Hoſpitality, and 
good Cheer. With this Thought U walk'd the 
other Morning thro' the Strand, and was en. 
tertain d with the Sight of Objects ſo pertinent 
to my Meditation, as if my Thoughts, as the 
call it, had been bound by them. I had much 
ado to paſs along in ſome Places, the Street 
was ſo crowded with Porters, that panted un- 
der Loads of Country Luxury, againſt the ap 
proaching Feſtival. One ——_— on his Back 
a whole Poulterer's Shop of wild and tame 
Fowl; whilſt another bow'd under the Weight 
of ſubſtantial Chines and Turkeys. It was: 
Pleaſure to obſerve this Commerce between 
the City and Country, and to ſee the Spice, 
Plumbs, Sugar, and Wine, exported from the 
Town, produce Returns of Fowl, and Remit- 
tances of Bacon and Winter-Veniſon. But the 
ſtately Pillars of Brawn,thoſe Monuments of hn. 
tiſbß Diſtinction, molt delighted me, in which this 
lſland triumphs over all Europe; and Þ fancy that 
Travellers look upon theſe eatable Columns as 
ſo many Emblems of our Strength, and with 
the ſame Surprize that they behold the hug: 
Stones rais'd on Salisbury- Plain, to the Memory 
of our robuſt Anceſtots. 

© When I came Home in the Evening, I found 


an agreeable Friend of mine waiting for me at 


© my Lodgings, who was return'd to Town the 


Day before; and over a Glaſs of Wine, I re 
lated to him the Obſervations I had been _ 
_— 1 
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. fing my ſelf with, as I paſs'd the Streets. 
When I had ended, he reply'd,---I have a 
« Preſent ſent me out of the — this very 
Morning; not from a Friend, but from a 
Cheating Rogue, my Tenant, who not only 
© makes me no Remittance for a good Farm of 
© mine, except of Two Cheeſes at Michaelmas, 
« and a Chine and Turkey at Chriſtmas 3 but 
« brings me in Debtor every Year Five or Six 
Pounds for Improvements and Repairs. If 
© the Raſcal goes on at this Rate, I reſolve to 
© file a Bill in Chancery againſt him, to oblige 
him to take the Eſtate off my Hands, and be- 
© come the Proprietor and Landlord himſelf, 
But I have another Reſpe paid me, from a 
© better Tenant, of a Collar of Brawn, which 1 
« prefer, as I obſerve you do, to all the Meats in 
the World. When this yep Obelisk ſtands 
© tow'ring at the upper-end of the Table, how 
does it put the French Kickſhaws, and little 
$ Diſhes of Italy out of Countenance ? Juvenal 
was in the right, when he ſaid the Boar was 
© a Creature made for Feaſts; and had the Ro- 
© mans known the Art of turning him into Brawn, 
they would have celebrated him above their 
© Lampreys, Mullets, Peacocks, and all their 
native or imported Luxury. Now you muſt 
© know, continu'd my Friend, that I my ſelf 
lag Week made a Preſent to a Female of my 
* Acquaintance of a Fat Gooſe ; but to tell you 
© the Truth, it was bought in Town. I took 
© Care, however, to have it ſent with a Letter, 
© a Copy of which is in my Pocket. Upon this 
* he pluck'd out the Letter ; and finding it to 
the Purpoſe of what I had been thinking of be- 
* fore, I prevail'd with him to let me ſend it to 

6 youz 


© cerys N IE 
A, | SIR, 
Dec. 18. 1713. WO | | 
Wes te, Your Humble Servant, 
| E. F. 
To AsP ASIA. 


% Bearer the poor Preſent of a Country Gooſe, 


„ Goodwill of a Friend; tho' at the ſame time 


„Commonwealth of Birds; fince the proudeſt 
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« you, that if you think it worth the while, it I. 
may help you to fill up a Chriſtmas Paper. II. 
am with much Reſpect to your ſelf and the 80. 


Madam, 


« THE Favour I lately receivd from your elf 
and my dear Kinſman your Husband 
« has laid me under ſuch Obligations, that | 
« am at a Loſs how to ſhew my Gratitude. If 
« jt were in my Power, I wou'd make you ſui- 
« table Returns; but while you enjoy an Afflu- 
« ence of all Things, and are ſo happy in an 
« affeftionate Husband, and obedient and beau- 
«« tiful, Children, how is it poſſible I ſhould add 
« to your Felicity? 

40 1 preſume, Madam, to ſend you by the 


„% which you will not ſlight for its Meanneſs, 
« when you regard it as a Teſtimony of the 


« Tam not without my Fears, that I ſhall be 
« rallied for chufing fuch a filly Animal to make 
« you my Compliments. 

* have been thinking that this will make 
« fine Work, if it comes to be known in the 


« Swan would have grown yet prouder to have . d 
"” | « been 


it 


So- 


that I have perhaps choſe a "_ 
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© been employ'd in this Meſſage. The Turkey- 
« Cock, which is often put upon this Kind of 
« Duty, will redden, and ſtrutting with Reſent- 
« ment, ask how I came to pitch upon ſuch a 
« ſenſeleſs cackling Orator to expreſs my Ac- 
« knowledgments? For Birds may ſpeak on ſuch 
2 Provocation ; and LE ſop you LE Madam, 
has given them Speech on many Occaſions of 
« leſs Conſequence. The Pheaſant will not 
« take it leſs in Wrath that he, who has ſo long 
« been a Favourite of the fair Sex, ſhould be 
« {lighted at ſo critical a Juncture. And any 
« Man may ſee the Peacock will bear me an im- 
mortal Grudge, that in Contempt of a Bird 
« of his Qualit , graceful Stature, and fine Fea- 
« thers, I ſhould depute a Fowl ſo much his In- 
« ferior to the Priviledge of waiting on you. 
« No doubt the Patridge too will out of 


Humour, and ask why a Poſt of ſuch Honour 
had not been put in Commiſſion, and then three 


or four Brace of that numerous Family might 
have paid you their Reſpects: Then, Madam, 
the Quails, the Plovers, the Snipes, and 
« Heathpoults, all familiar among the Ladies, 
the very Birds in Faſhion, and perpetually 
going on ſuch Errands, will look on it as an 
* unpardonable Crime, that neglecting them, I 
© have prefer'd ſo unworthy a Competitor. 
To get free of this, what can I —_— unleſs 
epreſen- 

* tative of the Principal, that deputed him? 
And this I will ſay for my Gooſe, that as it is 
defign'd to make you merry, ſo it is young, 
and far more tender than one that came to a 
Table where I was very lately; which was fo 
dry and hard, that an Antiquary in the Com- 
0 pany 


4 


_* the Conqueror. However, the Maſter of the 
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« pany whiſper'd me in the Ear, it was 
6 N Ten, that came into England with 


% Houſe, as his Manner is, commended the En 
« tertainment, and we who were his Gue 
« were almoſt choak'd out of Civility. I hay 
« done with my Gooſe 3 and when you and 
« my dear Coufin begin with it, I wiſh ya 
« as merry as I was when I had the en 


« of being at your Table. 


| 
4177 


Madam, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
| on 
NUMBER XVIII. wy 


Petite hinc juveneſq; Jeneſy; = 
Finem animo certum. Perſi 


— 
— —_— 1 — 
— * — 9 ; 


Fripar, December 25. 1713: 


Find an elegant Emblem of human Life ex 
preſs d with great r in a ſhort Epi 
gram of Mr. Waller's; and, if I miſtake not, hi 


is a Thought borrow'd from the Italian. ea 
ert 

Greles are prais d, not that abound © ecl 
Isa Largeneſe, but th exaftly round Peck 
8 Life we praiſe that does arc, bi 
Not an much Time, bat adding well. rot 


% 
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If we were to make an Eſtimate of the Value 
ff Life, by the Defire of the greateſt Part of 
Mts Poſſeſſors, this Character ought to be revers'd. 
To live long is almoſt every one's Wiſh, but to 
fre well is the Ambition of a few ; and yet it is 
bſervable, that the moſt valuable and only per- 
et Life the World has ever ſeen, exceeded not 
he Term of four and thirty Years. In that 
Price were accompliſh'd much more important 
nds, than the founding all the Empires in the. 
niverſe, or inyenting all the Arts and Sciences 
hich have been beneficial or ornamental to 
ſankind. 

The ordinary Stage of Man's Life is fix'd in 
oly Writ to Threeſcore and Ten Years, above 
e the Space of Duration I have juſt men- 
on'd. If this Meaſure of Time were to be 
I'd up with the Exerciſe of Vertue, how ma- 
y uſeful and ſhining Actions might be crowded 
to it? If it were to be laid out only in Occu- 
tions of an indifferent Nature, the frequent 
lepetition of the ſame Enjoyments and Amuſe- 
tents muſt at length flatten and grow inſipid. 
ut how large a Portion of Exiſtence is this, if 
e conſider it, as it uſually is, extra vagantly 
aſted in Purſuits of Vice and Folly ? | 
The Philoſphers and Poets among the Ancjents 


fi 


: exie full of Moral and Satyrical Reflections upon 
E priſe Vanity of wiſhing for Length of Life; from 
t, hich Vanity, if they had ſearch'd their own 


learts, they themſelves perhaps, while they 
ere writing againſt it, were not free. Juvenal 
eclaims againſt it in his Tenth Satyr, and 
Fckons up all the Infirmities and Miſeries to 
Which Old Age is liable. Even Lucretius, who 
rofeſs'd to believe no Life after this, has yet 2 

| the 


* 
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the moſt beautiful and pathetick Manner re. 


vd this common Weakneſs, and inſinuates 
at there is a certain Meaſure of Being with 
which Men ought to be contented. Suppoſy i 
ſays he, you heard the Voice of Nature calling 
out to you, and upbraiding you after this Man. 
ner: „To what End, thou fooliſh Wretch, dof 
« thou complain? Why doſt thou torment thy 
« ſelf, and weep to think thou muſt die? For if 
Life has been grateful to thee, and all th: 
« Benefits of it have not been loſt upon thee, 
e like Water pour'd into a broken Veſſel, wh 
« doſt thou not ariſe, and withdraw fatisfy'd 
« like a Gueſt from a full Meal? But if thou 
. haft laviſh'd away the Fruits that have beer 
ti ſet before thee, why doſt thou ask for mor: 
« to waſte them too in the ſame profuſe Man. 
ner?” He purſues this Reproof, by bidding the 
Complainer remember, that even the good Anucu 
is dead, who, ſays he, was every way thy Su 
ior, as well as many other mighty — and 
wiſe Lawgivers. And wherefore then doſt thou } 
a worthleſs Creature, repine at ſubmitting till _. 
the ſame common Deſtiny ? ( 
Thus this elegant Poet, but weak Philoſs 
pher, argues againſt the inextinguiſhable Deſire 
which is implanted in Man of continuing his 
Exiſtence. 1: allow that his Arguments would be 
juſt, upon the Suppoſal of a future State, but! 
cannot ſee how they have any Force without it, 
For if Life has been grateful to me, how natu- 0% 
ral is it to defire that it ſhould be prolong'd &. 
The Error of wiſhing for long Life I take to be 4 
rather founded in the ſhortning of our View T. 
and terminating it in Death, inſtead of extend. 7; 
ing it beyond. the Grave; or elſe in the Appre- 
henſion, 
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re. enſion of ſomething worſe to ſucceed it. But 
iteihe Man, who carries his Proſpect into a future 
ich tate of Happineſs, confiders himſelf as a Tra- 
ley [eller upon the Road, and is not anxiouſly ſolli- 
ing Witous . the Length or Shortneſs of His Jour- 
au. ey. The younger Pliny corrects himſelf, when 
lolſſbe is ailing the Death of an eminent Roman, 
ty rho had liv'd in great Eſteem for his Vertue, and 
r had born many publick Offices with Honour, 
thefſWnd ſays, I know not whether I ought to call that the 
zee eat h of ſo worthy a Perſon, which indeed has not ſo 
* operly terminated his Life, as put an End to his 
ortality. 

never ſaw the Scene in Don Sebaſtian, where 
he Portugueſe Captives draw Lots out of an Urn 
or their Lives, without a ſerious Reflection on 
e different Behaviour of good and ill Men in 
is Particular. Dorax a Portugueſe Renegade 
ands by obſerving them, and as Antonio, a gay 
ivolous Courtier has drawn his Lot, Dorax ſays, 


ou He looks uneaſy at his future Journey, 
s to And wiſhes his Boots off again, for Fear 
Of a bad Road, and a worſe Inn at Night. 


eſire When Don Sebaſtian and his Friends 8 roach 


hußpe Urn, the ſame Perſon makes the following 
d beMemark. 


t it O theſe come up with Spiri ts more reſolv'd ! 

latu - Old venerable Alvarez, well I know him. 

gd See, he has drawn a Black, and ſmiles upon it, 

o be As who ſbou'd ſay my Faith and Soul are white, 
ie w, Tho' my Lot ſwarthy ; Now if there be hereafter, 
He's happy. 


L It 
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It muſt be confider'd, that this is ſpoke by one 
who had renounc'd his Religion, and that there. 
fore a Remark of this Nature from ſuch a Per. 
ſon is by ſo much the ſtronger. 

It is only by Principles of Religion that Men 

are enabled to put that moderate Value upon 
Life, which makes them chearful in the Poſlc. 
ſion of it, and eaſy in reſigning it. A pretended 
Contempt of Life, tho' it may carry in it at 
Air of Philoſophy, is both unnatural and arro 
gant, as a ſollicitous Fondneſs of it is painful 
and irrational EY 

There is, befides, this Advantage in the ſted. 
faſt Contemplation of a future, Being, that i 
makes Life it ſelf while it laſts a more uniforn 
and conſiſtent Thing. A Man that has this on: 
Point in view, is not wavering, and diſtractel 
with a Variety of Purſuits, nor wearied with re 
peated Diſappointments. To regard the End 

of every Thing will lead him thro' any Difficul. 
ties, and be a Rule for his Conduct in many 
doubtful Emergencies. It will teach him what 
19 to chooſe, and what to avoid, as it favours or 
| 1 oppoſes his 3 Deſign. 
, o fill up this little Circle of Being worthily, 
„ and to be able to live a great deal in a narro» 
F Space of Time, nothing would be of greater Ul: 
than frequently to ask our ſelves, What we an 
doing? At leaſt, if this will not prompt us to go 
2 it will very often hinder us from doing 

Sir Axrnux WirmBLETON, who, as J ha ve in: 
form'd my Readers, delights much in Fables and 
Apologues, which convey moral Truth in 3 
more lively Manner to the Mind, than can be 


done by dry Precepts and Reaſoning, pointed 


Out 
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18 out to me the other Da 8 
y a very proper St 
wh he T url T ales, to the Farpole of whan | hank 
* — 1 d, with which 1 ſhall conclude this 
aper. 

A certain King of Tartary going aP 
— with his Nobles, was ah, — bday 
by Derviſe, who cry'd out-with a loud Voice, 
Jed Whoever will give me an hundred Pieces of Coin, I 
* will give him a Piece of Advice, The King had a 
* Curioſity to know what he meant, and order'd 
17 33 _ ge” e The Derviſe ſaid, 
ot hing, of which tho ? 
* ae 5 « haſt not well con fi- 

| The Nobles, upon hearing this plain Sent 

x 3 ſmil'd, and ſaid the Derviſ⸗ — well paid for his 
* Maxim. The King reprov'd them, and was ſo 
yr well ſatisfy'd with the Anſwer, that at his Re- 
_ unn he order'd the Words to be written in Let- 
Fn ters of Gold in ſeveral Places about his Palace, 
** 8 to be engraven on all his Plate. Not long 
„ - er, 2 Conſpiracy was form'd by ſome of his 
* ourtiers, and the King's Surgeon undertook, 
1 Pe® the Promiſe of a great Reward, to take 
away the Life of his Maſter by Means of a poi- 
BY ſon'd Lancet, which he prepar'd, and wore 
an _ in his Turban for that Purpoſe. The 
ll ing in little time wanted to be let Blood, 
* — the Surgeon attended him as uſual. He 
* _ King's Arm, and was juſt going to 
. rick him, when caſting his Eye on the Baſon, 
e read the Words, Begin nothing, of which thou 
* faſt not well conſiderd the End, He immediately 
1 arted, and paufing for a ſhort Space, con- 
* — d away the Lancet, and drew out another. 
1 e King obſerv'd it, and ask'd him the Rea- 
tell on. The Surgeon was in a Confuſion, and be- 
out L 2 ing 
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ing examin'd on the Occaſion of his Diſorder C 
©* he fell proſtrate on his Face, confeſs'd thel M 
* whole Truth, and was pardon'd. The ref -fib 
aof the Conſpirators were put to Death. Thel ou 
King at the ſame time order'd diligent Search T. 
* to be made for the Derviſe; and turning to hi po 
Courtiers who had heard his Advice with Con- do 
* tempt, told them, That Counſel con d not be ty 
* much valu'd, which had ſav'd a King's Life. dy 


— 


NunzER XIX. tha 


— — 


Nihil eft quod Deus efficere non poteſt Me 
quidem ſine labore ullo. l Tully en] 


—_ nd 


'Monpar, December 28. 1713. con 


TIE Idea which Lucretius, following EpicuruWAR 
has given us of the Gods, repreſents them by 
certain indolent Beings, who enjoy a ſupine 
Immortality, wholly unactive and unconcern' 
in whatever paſſes in the World about them 
He ſu poſes e Adminiſtration of the Affairs 0 
the Univerſe wou'd be a Trouble to them ant 
an Interruption to their Happineſs ; than which 
nothing can be a more abſur'd Notion: Tha 
Power of Operation, as Philoſophers obſerve 
follows the Nature and Eſſence of the Being rive 
and as we cannot conceive the — anſexh: 
1 1 eatu o 


2 ; 
* 
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Creature without the Principles of Activity and 
Motion ſuitable to their Natures, ſo 'tis impoſ- 
fible to form the Idea of an Infinite Being, with- 
out aſcribing to him Infinite Strength and Vigour. 
The greater Degree of Excellence any Being 
poſſeſſes, the larger Meaſure of Ability it is en- 
dow'd with. | 

The Sun, by reaſon of the Vaſtneſs of his Bo- 
dy, and the Energy of his Nature, has a Power 
to illuminate and warm to a prodigious Diſtance 
and an intenſe Degree. But ſuppoſing this glo- 
rious Creature had been made of a far larger: 
Size, and had an innate Capacity to diffuſe its 
Heat and Light in a much greater Proportion: 
than it now does; or ſuppoſe, were it poſſible, 
that thoſe Eſſential Properties were infinite, 
then, fince all Things act according to their 
Meaſure of Being, he wohld infinitely heat and 
enlighten the World. Hence 'tis evident,. that 
fince the Divine Nature is Infinite, his Force 
and Principle of Operation muſt be ſo too; the 
Reaſon is, beranle his power is indeed his Eſſence, 
conceiv' d as exerted and ęfficacious in producing 
Things without himſelf, If the Sphere of his 
Activity is not unlimited, it muſt be bounded: 
by ſome foreign Power, or by his own- Will; 


che firſt cannot be true, for then there would be 
Wan Agent ſuperior to the Supreme Being, and 


capable of controuling him; nor can the laſt be 


Woranted, for the Divine Being is unable to will 
che Abſence of any Excellence from his Nature, 


for that would be to decree his own. Imperfection 


Fand Unhappineſs. 


All the numerous Beings of the Univerſe de- 
rive the various Perfections they poſſeſs from this 

Fexhauſtleſs Source of Power and Excellence. 
| : L 3 Their: 
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Their Original is from nothing; and as at the Lot 
Divine Call they ſtep'd into Being, they owe to] Lig 
him all the Properties and Endowments of their mu; 
Nature, as well as their Exiſtence. All the Kin oft 
and Degrees of Perfection, - diſpersd with inf. wh 
nite Variety among created Beings, are Stream wh. 
at firſt deriv'd, and ſtill fed from the Fountain a fn 
of Being, which tho communicated to the Crea. Wits 
ture, are not independent, and ſeparated from ¶ pro 
the firſt Cauſe, but are ſtill the Creator's Per. | 
fections exiſting in his Creatures; and as all the mu 
Beams of Wiſdom and Knowledge, that en. Su 
lighten human Underſtandings, are Emanatiom 
emitted, and conſtantly ſu ply'd from the F- ll 
ther of Light; and as all the Goodneſs and Be. ¶ imc 
nevolence that are found diffus d thro' the whole 
Creation, are communicated from his immenſe 
Stores, ſo all the different Degrees of Force 
and Vigour inherent in all the Ranks of Being 
in the Univerſe owe their Original to the ſame 
Cauſe. And fince 'tis impoſſible that any Thing 
can impart or convey to another what it ſelf ne- 
ver pofleſs'd, the original Cauſe muſt enjoy ina 
tranſcendent Manner, and a more eminent De. 
gree, all the Energy and Strength of every Thing 
which he brought into Being. The Powers if 
Vigours and Principles of Motion, exiſting di- In 
ſtinctly in all the Individuals, from the Cres 
ture of the higheſt Order to the meaneſt Atome, 
are collected in the Author, the immenſe Ocean 
of Perfection. | | 

All created Beings are endow'd with ſome 
Principles of Activity, and in that Degree, of 
which their different Natures and Capacities 
are receptive, diſtributed to them the Su- 
preme Oeconomiſt of the World. The w_ g VOL 
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lobſerv'd before, by ſpreading his Treaſures of 
to Light, illuminates and warms the Air, and com- 
rf municates his prolifick Influences to the Bowels 
of the Earth, and the Depths of the Sea, to 
which ſo many Creatures owe their Birth, With 
what wonderful Energy has the Creator endow'd 
a ſmall vegetable Seed, that it ſhould ſhoot up 
its lofty Head, ſpread abroad its Branches, and 
roduce by its fruitful Activity new Seeds like it 
ki, which can ſtill propagate the Species, and 
multiply themſelves into numberleſs Plants. 
Suppoſe the Strength of the Elephant and 
Whale, the Rhinoceros and the Crocodile, and 
all other Principles of Motion, that are found 
MW:mong inanimate, brute and rational Beings, 
were lodg'd in one fingle Subject, would not 
ſuch a Strength be ſtupendous, and confound 
all Conception ? But to go higher : Confider the 
Force and Agility of an Angel, who, as the Roy- 
al Poet ſays, excels in Strength; if the Power of 
ne Angel be ſo admirable, what is that of many 
Arhouſands? And how much Superior is that of 
ll the mighty and numberleſs Hoſt of Heaven? 
{Suppoſe that all the Vigour and Ability diſpens'd 
in ſuch immenſe Portions to each Individual of 
theſe excellent Beings, the eldeſt Sons of GOD, 
„rere united in one of that Species, what hu- 
Han Underftanding ſtretch'd to its utmoſt Ex- 
ent would be able to graſp ſo vaſt an Idea of 


magin'd Angel is actually exiſtent in the Author 


"met their Order, and in a Degree infinitely ſupe- 
, offrior to that of this ſuppos'd Seraph, who being 
ties tl] of a limited Nature, would not excel the 
du · noſt contemptible Worm, ſo much as himſelf © 
„ asFould be ſurpaſs'd by the Supreme Being. 
ob / here 
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rower? Now all the Strength collected in this 
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There is ſome Proportion between the moſt def 
picable and the moſt excellent Creature, both 
being finite and dependent, but there is none 
between the molt glorious Creature and his ink, 
nite Author, 

The Sphere of Omnipotence, however unli. 
mited, is not extended to any Action that denote 
moral Deformity, for that would by no Mean 
be a Demonſtration of Power, but of Weakneſ 
and Imperfection; nor to the doing of any Thin 
inconſiſtent with or deſtructi ve of it ſelf, — 
contrary and repugnant to the Nature of Thing 
that it implies an evident Contradiction: For 
Inſtance, it is not poſſible to Almighty Powe: 
to make a Thing paſt not to have ever been; to 
cauſe a Thing to be out of Being, while it i 
actually in Being; to make what is eſſentially 
good, evil; and whatis true, falſe ; for this would 

to make two Things exiſt together, which 
of Neceflity deſtroy one another, which is in- 
fignificant, and — oc no Effect at all. 'Thok 
who affirm, that 'tis in the Power of God to re- 
move the Oppoſition and Repugnancy between 
the two Terms of a 5 that the 
ſhould not claſh and ruin one another, aſſert on- 
ly an inefficacious and unfruitful Energy; for 
| thoſe two Terms united are abſolutely de- 
ſtructive of each other, neither of them can exiſt, 
and therefore no Production follows, which in- 
deed is doing nothing. And therefore thoſe 
Diſputants, who are { hard driven, that in the 
Defence of any Doctrine in Religion they are 
compell'd to w to this Refuge, That Omnipo- 
tence can effect a Thing, the doing of whic 
involves a Contradiction, offer the higheſt At- 
front to the UnderQanding of Mankind, by ad- 


vancing 
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[ yancing ſuch ridiculous Notions, as unaQive 
Activity, and omnipotent Idleneſs : This is to 
oneſſ affirm that Almighty Power can reconcile Light 
Ind Darkneſs, make Senſe and Nonſenſe, Abſur- 
dities and ſelf-evident Truths the ſame Things. 
Tis yet farther evident, that the Supreme 
Being is poſſeſs'd of Almighty Power from this 
Reflection, that were he not, all his other Attri- 
butes would be uſeleſs. To what Purpoſe ſhould 
infinite Wiſdom form Deſigns, if Power were 
wanting to put them in Execution? Impotent 
Goodneſs would be but an empty Benevolence, 
an unoperative kind Nature, willing, but unable 
to make others happy. How could Juſtice un- 
arm'd with Might terrify the Criminal with 
threaten'd Puniſhments, or ſupport the Virtuous 
with the Expectation of promis'd Rewards ? So 
that if Omnipotence ſhould be remov'd from the 
culDivine Nature, it would carry along with it all 
che other Attributes and Perfeckions, and by that 
entirely deſtroy the Idea of Deity. 
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Vidi jam juvenem premeret cum ſerior atas 
Marentem ſtultos preteriiſſe dies. Tibull, 


i. * 


WzpnzsDar, December 30. 1713. 


deavour'd with great Zeal to wipe off thei 
13 Blot of Impiety from his Character, 
o they have been no leſs induſtrious to clear it off 
another Blemiſh equally ſhameful, which is hi 
Aſſertion, That the Felicity of Man conſiſts in 
the Enjoyment of ſenſual Pleaſure. But their 
ingenious and learned Labours on this Subject 
are fruitleſs and infignificant, if they will per: 
mit their Philoſpher to ſpeak for himſelf, and 
not impoſe upon him their own arbitrary Senti- 
ments. 

We want no Authority to condemn Epicuruff u 
but his own. Tully tranſlates a Paſſage in hi : 
Writings, where in expreſs Terms he acknow-” 
ledges no Happineſs but what ariſes from the 
Gratification of the Senſes. He appeals to his own 
Words, and then asks, Do I feign ? Do I miſreprt- 
ent? I deſire to be confuted. Plutarch cites this 
on of Metrodorus, an intimate Friend and 
Collegue of Epicurus, How am I ſatisfy'd? How af 
» T applaud my ſelf, that I have learn d from Epicurus 
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o gratiſy my Belly in the moſt exquiſite Manner? Nor 
_ = jy with leſs Afurance charge upon this 

Philoſopher the ſame Opinion. Now who can 
hink that three Perſons of ſuch eminent Learn- 
ng, Probity, and Authority, would feign ſo 


uch Confidence appeal to, and name his own 
xpreſſions? | 

57 the Doctrine of the Epicure, Vertue it ſelf 
not amiable, or to be purſu'd, under any No- 
jon, but as it ſerves the Senſes, and promotes 
hat Indolence of Body, and Tranquility of 
ind, in which his Happineſs conſiſts. But how 
an that be the Supreme Good, of Man, which 
Stocks and Stones, and thoſe that ſleep in the 
rave, have in common with the greateſt Phi- 
oſopher? This is no more than a Negative Feli- 
ty ; for where there is no Action, there is no 
erception 3 and where there is no Perception, 


heil ere can be no Pleaſure. But ſuppoſe the Soul 
fed obe in an active State, ſince in their Opinion, 
per: is compounded of Matter, tis plain it can en- 
andy no Satisfactions diftinguiſh'd from thoſe of 
ent. e Body, and can only ſolace it felf with re- 


ecting on former, and anticipating the Taſte of 
ture Corporeal Delights. 


Whoever diſclaims the Belief of a Supreme 


great a Calumny, and at the ſame time with ſo 
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Atheiſt is immers d in Luxury, entirely engroſodI vid 
the Pleaſures of Taſte, and that having re. tra. 
nounc'd the Notion of any other Deity, he wit 
makes his Belly his God; and granting his Poſi- Ila 
tions to be true, he argues right, is conſiſtent 
with himſelf, and acts in Conformity to his: 
Principles. 
If any Men of impious Opinions are exempted 
from this Obſervation, they are very few, who 
rhaps from their native Complexion, which is 
untaſteful of theſe Enjoyments, or Whoſe une: 
qual and broken Health will not bear them, 
may abſtain from the Intemperance of which the 
reſt are guilty. However, theſe are free from 
all moral Reſtraints, and are at full Liberty to 
run into the ſame Exceſs of Riot, fince their ir- 
religious Maxims are ſo indulgent to their Vices 
and give them a Power of ſuch unlimited Extent 
over their Actions, that they have no Reaſon to 
forbear any, upon the Account of their intrin- 
fick Turpitude, or the Apprehenſion of future 
Sufferings. Whatever therefore appears vertu - Nai 
ous or eee the Lives of Men, that 
rofeſs irreligious Notions, ſince it does not 
pring from a good Principle, nor is regulated 
by a moral Rule, nor directed to a good End, it 
muſt ariſe from the Cauſe before mention'd, ot. 
from the Dictates of the Light of Nature not 
rfectly extinguiſh'd,” and the ſecret Power of 
— et unſubdu'd. 
But the Caſe of the Libertine is very diffe . Irn P 
rent; he acknowledges a Supreme Being, and iti 
looks upon himſelf as an accountable Creature, 
et mingles with the Epicurean Herd, plunges 
himſelf in impure Enjoyments, and wallows inuabl, 
the Dregs of Vice and Immorality; he AY on, 
vide 
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d vided againſt himſelf, lives in down- right Con- 
tradiction to his Belief, and acts like the Atheiſt, 
without his Principles. He is ſo abſolutely en- 
flav'd by Pleaſure, that his Underſtanding is no 
onger a Governing Principle, being wholly en- 
oag'd in the Service of the Inferior Appetites. 
His Soul, like that of the Epicurean, has no no- 
ler Employment than to oblige the Senſes, and 
odo the Office of a Purveyor, in preparing de- 
icious Entertainments, or of a Cook that in- 
ne · Nyents and works up exquiſite Sauces, which im- 
2m, art a higher Seaſoning, and improve the Re- 
the Miſh. 

om lf it be a natural and unavoidable Suffering in 
he next Life to thoſe, who depart out of this, 
nconſcious of Innocence and Vertue, that —_ 


arry with them their unſubdu'd Appetites an 
tem icious Habits, which now they have no Provi- 
n toon of proper Objects to gratify, then ſome De- 
rin- 


ree of this Puniſhment is undergone here by the 
atter'd and exhauſted Libertine, and the Grops 
air' d Voluptuous Atheiſt, who retain their 
riminal Defires, but have out-liv'd the Power 
repeating their Crimes. Suppoſing theſe ob- 
urate Creatures ſhould be entirely free from all 
neaſy Reflections and ſecret Remorſe, which 
erhaps they cannot always eſcape, yet one can 
not hardly imagine a State of Vexation and Calami- 
r ol more unſufferable, than to be conſtantly im- 
rtun'd with vehement Propenſions to forbid- 
n Pleaſures, which there is no Capacity left to 
tisfy. This is the unhappy, but inevitable 
ate of thoſe Veteran Invalids in Vice, who can 
d longer enjoy their former Delights, yet are 
able to — wk the Ideas from their Imagina- 
on, or extinguiſh their - hirſt after them, and 

at 
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at the ſame time have no other Satisfaction, 
to ſupply their Place. It is like the Torment 
of a Perſon that is preſs'd by eager Hunger, 
and has great Stores of delicious Meats, but by 
the Relaxation of his Throat 1s diſabled from 
ſwallowing. 

- Theſe Conſiderations have led me to reflect on 
the deplorable Condition of HARRY VENT 
who has ſpent his Youth and riper Years in; 
continu'd Series of ſenſual Enjoyments, and ne 
ver expreſs'd any DiflatisfaQtion or Remorſe, bu 
when he was diſappointed of ſome exped 
Scene of Luxury. 
We were formerly, in the unſettled part 0 
my Life, well acquainted; and meeting him la 
Week in the Park, whom I had not ſeen in man 
Years, we ſaluted each other with the uſu 
Complements. Ilook'd at him with ſome Co 
cern, and was extreamly ſurpriz'd to obſerve thi 
Marks of Old Age and Decay fo plain upon hi 
He was indeed Sixty, but being worn and ener 
vated with Intempcrance, he was much old: 
than his Age. In ſhort, Life in HARRY Ve ,, 
TER is drawn down to the Lees, and ebbs off lf, R 
the Dregs and Sediment of a ruin'd Con{titution 
We walk'd together 1 the Mall, and after ſo 
Diſcourſe on paſt Frolicks and Adventures, H. 
ſtopp'd, and with a troubled Air---- + Cop Ra 
* VENSCROFT, ſays he, What a curſed Thing! 
Old Age? You now ſee but the Shadow of ti he 
© Man I was when you knew me firſt ; inſteadq E, 
© that florid Health I then enjoy'd, you behold 
« decay'd, broken Fabrick ; the Springs and Mov fut 
ments of this ſhatter'd Frame are partly . for 
« Years, partly by Purſuits of Pleaſure, ſo dt gel 


« Rroy'd or weaken'd, that I can ſcarce + 
the 
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ON + theſe Legs after me. Ilabour under a Thou- 
om ſand Infirmities: My Cough teazes and keeps 

me awake all Night; and Pains, Aches, or Sick 
neſs, are my Companions all Day. In this 
' Miſery I have paſs'd theſe laſt Five Years 5 
' yet 1 have greater Sufferings that afflict my 
« Mind: I am neglected by Men of Wit and 
pleaſure, and grown odious to that bewitching 
* Sex, by whom I was once ſo much eſteem'd. But 
© the greateſt of all my Plagues is an unextinguiſh- 
ed aer fiionaamiandin er enjoy. 
The impotent Ghoſt of departed Pleaſure wan- 


© my Soul. I am ſo torn and diſtracted with 
craving Appetites and Inclinations, which, 
© however, cannot be obey'd, that I continually 


© bewail what they call their Sins, but that lam 
unable to ſin any longer. I have been ſome- 
times driven by Deſpair of recovering my for- 

mer Enjoyments to hae Extremity, that I have 
been ready by Violence to put an End to a 
Life, that denies me the uſual Gratifications of 
my Senſes, but when I think I am ready to 
cake the Leap in the Dark, I ftart, I recoil up- 

on my ſelf, and am ſeiz'd with a ſudden un- 
accountable Diffidence, whether my Being 
ſnall ſuffer an entire Diſſolution by Death, or 
whether that Part of it, call'd the Mind, will 


Jhe paus'd---- And taking Advantage of his laſt 

Expreſſions, I endeavour'd to draw from thence 
fach Concluſions, as might convince him of a 
future State, and diſpoſe him to make Proviſion 
for it. But growing impatient of ſuch Sug- 


2 me 


ders in my Imagination, and perpetually haunts 


' repent, not like your Superſtitious Fools, who 


not remain unbroken and immortal. —— Here 


[| geftions, he interrupted = Diſcourſe, and ask d 


— =? ; 
A 
— 


— 


— 
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me, If I thought he was at thoſe Years capable I ob 
of changing his Principles, in which he had ſo A 
long, and with ſuch good Reaſons been con- Iv 
firm'd---- Upon this we parted, and I left him Inc 
to go off the Stage, at leaſt in Appearance, 2 1 
wretched and deſperate Champion of Impiety. 


— — 


ob 3 to 


Nu MEER XXI. T 


a 
— — — — — —— ſ;³—— ſa 


Sed te decor iſte, quod optas 8 
Eſe vetat, votoq; tuo tua forma repugnat. WW ,, 
Ovid ll 4 


— al 


Fripayr, January 1. 1713. T 


T HE wonderful Variety we obſerve among v 

Mankind, not only ariſes out of that Diver- I ty 
fity which is found in their more conſpicuous Wl 
Qualities, but is often made up of little Circum- E 
ſtances and Peculiarities, which conſtitute what ui 
we call a Manner. According to this it happens, ¶ { 
that the Virtues of one Man often appear diſ- I h 
agreeable, while even the Levities I another Na. 
are thought becoming. NED FREEMAN is one I 
of the latter kind. He is not only a Favourite, It! 
as I have formerly ſaid, of our Society, but he is 
particularly ſo of Sir EusrAck Locker. We þ 
all indeed think our ſelves happy in the Friend- 
ſhip of our worthy Founder; but tho' we fancy N 
ſome others of us have more of his Eſteem, we t 
0 — 


20, 
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obſerve that Nxp has the greateſt Share of his 
Affection. In ſhort, Sir EusrAck owns that, 
without defigning any Diſtinction by it, he can- 
not help being particularly fond of Mr. FxEE- 
MAN, 

Nö, on the other hand, is not ſo much a 
Man of the Town as not to have Senſe enough 
to value the molt ſolid Qualities; and often 
tells us in his free Manner, That Sir EusrAcx is 
worth all of us. Nay, he has ſometimes declar'd, . 
That it was his fingular Regard to this Gentle- 
man, and the high Value he has for his Conver- - 
ſation, more than any other Motive, that en- 
gag' d him to become a Member of the Lay-Me- - 
naſtery. There is indeed ſomewhat-of an ami- - 
able and polite Goodneſs, which familiarizes - 
the Charakter of Sir EusrAck to his Friends, 
and renders him equally the Object of Reſpe& - 
and of Love. NED FREEMAN calls him Fa- 
THER, and pays him a kind of filial Veneration. 
Sir EusTACE is pleas'd with it, and treats him 
with all the Kindneſs, but without the Authori- 
ty of a Parent; and tho' we often form Plots in 
Mirth, and raiſe little Stories againſt him to Sir 
Eusr Ack, he will not believe them, but chides - 
us, and ſays NED is not half ſo bad as we repre- 
ſent him. He ſometimes entertains himſelf | by 
hearing him talk of his Female Acquaintance, or 
asks him what are thoſe fine Lines in Waller or 
Dunham, on ſuch or ſuch a Subject. NeD repeats 
them careleſly ; but is more pleasd when he can 
— Sir Eus rc upon diſcourſing on ſome grave 

oint in Morality or Metaphyſicks. 

I am the more particular in my Account of 
Nep FaEEMAN, becauſe I find by ſeveral No- 
tices we have receiv'd, that he is a kind of Fa- 

ä yourite- 
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vourite with the Town, as well as with our So- 
ciety. Nxp ſeems to be ſenſible of this, and 
cannot diſguiſe his being pleas'd with it. 1 
now and then find him over his Tea in a Morn- 
ing, reading the Papers which are written on 
himſelf. He tells me on ſuch Occafions, that! 
have full Licence to ſay what I pleaſe of him, 
and defires me not to ſpare his Faults, and ſome- 
times asks me in Raillery when he is next to fit 
for his Picture. | 

I muſt obſerve here, that this Gentleman i 
not only a frequent Rambler abroad, but is very 
apt to ſlip away from us in his Thoughts, whil: 
he is fitting among us. There is ſomething in 
him that looks like Forgetfulneſs, yet only ro- 
ceeds from Inattention or Impatience of thinkin 
long ina Train. I have often watch'd him when 
he has dropt us on a ſudden, in the midſt of a 
| Diſcourſe, and have fancy'd by the new Air of 
his Countenance, that I have ſeen him engag'd in 
a Viſit to a Lady, or imagining a Game at Ombre. 
Sir ARTHUR WIMBLETON calls him at ſuch times 
an abſent Member, and pointing towards him the 
other Day wink'd upon me to obſerve him ; Nev 
was fitting with his Hand under his Left Cheek, 
his Elbow on the Table, his Eyes fix'd on the 
Cieling, and his Fingers in his Snuff-box, which 
lay open before him. While he was in this 
Poſture, I produc'd a Letter, which I acquainted 
the Society had been brought to me juſt before 
by the Publiſher of this Paper. This awaken'd 
him out of bis careleſs Fit; and caſting his Eye 
on the Superſcription, he immediately told us it 
was a Woman's Hand. We all ſmil'd at the 
Quickneſs of his Diſcernment ; and opening the 


Letter, I read it to the Boa rd, as follows. 
ne GEN. 
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GENTLEMEN, Oxon, Dec. 24. 1713. 
c AS I am a Stranger to you, it 1s fit that I be- 
in with my Character. I am young, the 
World takes me for a Virgin, I flatter my ſelf 
that I am tolerably handſome, and leave you 
to judge of my Wit as you ſee Occaſion, Thus 
— 2 I confeſs it is a little mortifying that 
© ] have never been ask'd the Queſtion, in a 
Place where there are a hundred young Fel- 
© lows to every pretty Woman, in Town. I 
© have the Vanity to think that I am not 
© without my Admirers; but I appeal to Mr. 
© FAEEMAN, whether toaſting me in a Ta- 
© yern, peeping at me from the Corner of a 
Street, or thro' a Coffee-houſe Window, or 
beſetting my Pew, and ſtaring me out of Coun- 
« tenance in Church, be fuch Declarations of 
« Paſſion as a Lady can — hold of. By ſuch ſilent 
Lovers I am perpetually teaz'd, who either 
dare not, or cannot ſay one fine Thing to me; 
for which Reaſon I reſolve to profeſs my ſelf a 
« Member of the Lay-Nunnery you lately gave us 
© an Account of: But becauſe J have no Notice of 
their Place of Reſidence, I mult deſire the Fa- 
« vour of you to publiſh this Letter (and make 
© what Alterations are neceflary in the Stile and 
2 to acquaint them with my Reſolu- 
tion; I hope my being young will entitle me to 
© be J as an honorary Member. If the 
© Siſterhood approve of me, I ſhall ſoon let m 
© diſtant Admirers find the old Proverb _— 4 
© Faint Heart never won fair Lady. In hopes I ſhall 
© hear from you in your next, I will now ſub- 
t ſcribe my ſelf, 
GENTLEMEN, our oblig'd Humble Servant, 


Diana Silver-Scarf. 
P.S, 
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P. S. If Mr. Fx EEMAN be ſo accompliſh'd x 
© Gentleman as you repreſent him, I mult deſire 
him, when I am in the Lay-Nunnery, to make 
© no more Incurfions into our Territories, for 
both our Sakes. 

I had no ſooner done reading, but NED FREE. 
MAN, Who ſat on my Left Hand, and look'd over 
me all the while, took the Letter from me, and 
having read the Poſtſcript two or three Times 
threw it down on the Table, and {aid he wa 
ſare the Lady was handſome. We all allow 
her to have Wit; but Nxp taking up the Le 
ter, and reading the Poſtſcript again, grew up 
us in his imaginary Deſcription, and before b 
had ended, made her a Pattern of Perfection. 
We had juſt before been talking of appointing 
Mr. FREEMAN our Secretary for Female Affain 
He defir'd he might immediately enter upo 
his Office; and taking Pen and Ink, he writ or 
the Blank Side of the Letter as follows. 

Madam, 
« FF I do not miſtake, you are the Lady I gaz! 
« + at ſo much in the Theatre laſt Summer at 
« the Act, with very fine Eyes and dark colour' 
« Hair, that beat Time ſo agreeably to the Mu. 
« fick with your Fan. None of our Societj 
« know where the Lay-Nunnery is beſides my felt 
« If you will honour me with your Command: 
« when you come to Town, I will wait on you 
« thither. Maran, < 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 
E. FREEMAN, 


Ul, 


I have Orders to inſert another Letter, which 
I receiv'd about the ſame Time, and which un- 
der a Cover to me was written to Sir EusTAct 
LOCKER, S 


i, 
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Sr EvsTACE, 

leſire 1 to your Fraternity. I have heard of a 
certain Creature, that by imitating the 
for Voices of other Animals, draws them into its 
Reach, and then preys upon them. The Lay- 
REE. Nunnery is a Decoy, and the Sifters have a De- 
over ſign on the Lay-Brothers, Be vigilant, and 

ell, have an Eye upon NED FREEMAN. 


Your Humble Servant, 


Dec. 26. 1713. | 
Ralph Warnwell. 


I am directed to acquaint Mr. Warnwel!, that 


tion Fre take his Letter to be only writ with a Deſign 
tino crgate Jealouſies among us; and that notwith- 
Fairs: *. his Warning, we ſhall not be diſcourag'd 


u potrom cultivating a good Underſtanding with our 
it onMlear Siſters of the Lay-Nunnery. 


hure Nu uz ER XXII. 


i 


* Omnia tran format ſeſe in miracula rerum. 
* Virg. 
1 you 

MAN, Moxpayr, January 4. 1713. 


Hoſe who believe that human Minds are in 
themſelves equal, and that all the wonder- 
ul Diſtinction of intellectual Excellence _ 
er- 
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Perfection, which appears in the Individuals o Ne 
Mankind, ariſes from the Different Diſpoſition Mea 
of the Humours, and various Formation of the wile 
Organs of the Body, which ſupply the Mingſfo" 
with different Inſtruments for its Operations, er 
will be ready to embrace a mechanical Explans- N dua 
tion of the Inequality of human Underſtand ing Wtior 
According to this way of Thinking, a great and! 
admirable Genius will be allow'd to reſult from fror 
ſome curious Structure of the Brain, from regu- ſtro 
lar and exalted Ferments, and more immediately the! 
from the Fineneſs, Vivacity and Abundance M 1 
the Spirits which enrich the Imagination with Na 
bright Ideas, and enable the Soul to exert all hen. 
Powers to the utmoſt Extent of her Activity. the 

Yet I ſhall not contend with any, who accountſW10 
for this ſurprizing Diſparity of our ſuperior Hh 
culties, by aſſerting, that Minds without reſpeaW1v: 
to the Body are by Nature of very different CW 8 
Pacities. | 

This elevated Order of Men is divided into 
many ſubordinate Degrees of Diſtinction, ac: 
cording to the various Proportion of Genius and 
Judgment imparted to their Conſtitutions. *Ti 
not, however, by the Swiftneſs of Conception, 
Brightneſs of Imagination and Redundancy 0 
3 that they are diſcriminated from othet 

en; but Prudence and good Taſte, Solidity 0 
Senfe, Reflection and conſiſtent Reiſoning, ate 
the eſſential Differences which conſtitute this ex 
cellent Race, and vary and limit them from Mul. 
titudes, who have other intellectual Endow- 
m— in common with the greateſt and wiſeſt 

en. | 

The finer Spirits here deſcrib'd are not only 
diſtinguiſh'd from each other by their — 

| . ed; 
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ion Meaſures of Wit and Underſtanding, but like- 
thell wiſe by their different Temperament, — 
ing from the various Combinations of Humours an 
ns, Iferments, which meet together, and blend and 
inn. Iqualify one another in their particular Compoſi- 
nos ons. And this Diverſity of Character in the 
andi more ingenious Natives of this Iſland proceeds 
ron from ms more, than from a lighter or 
ſtronger Tincture of what we call the Spleen in 
their Mixture, , 
The Spleen, a Quality almoſt peculiar to this 
Nation, 1s of a quite different Nature from Me- 
lancholy and iſtration, which are frequently 
the Diſtaſes of hot Countries; and, in my Opi- 
nion, it is the particular Conſtitution of the 
whole Syſtem of Animal Spirits ſtimulated, en- 
liven'd and refin'd by certain active Principles to 
: greater Degree than they are in others. Tis 
there fore a general and juſt Obſervation, That 
thoſe who are endow'd with a moderate Portion 
of this lively Ferment in their Complexion, are 
Perſons of ſuperior Senſe, and extraordinary 
Vivacity of Imagination; and while predomi- 
nant Judgment holds the Reins, and keeps the 
Balance of Power equal and ſteady in the Soul, 
governs its Operations, and prevents the Exceſſes 
and Irregularities of the lighter Faculties, this 
lucky Complication cannot but produce an ex- 
Neellent Genius. 
Dr. Willis, who was eminent for his Learnin; 
ind Abilitics in Practice, taking what I have aſ- 
ſerted for a certain Maxim, endeavours at large 


nical Explanation of it. He attributes this Di- 
-ent} ſtinction of Wit and good Senſe in the Perſons 
lea · before-mention'd to certain Combinations of _ 
tile 


by the Principles of Chymiſtry to give a mecha- 
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tile Matter in their Compoſition, fermented and 
refined to a great Degree of Purity by the Ener. 
of a peculiar Leven, convey'd to the Blood 
and Humours from the Spleen ; tho' perhaps hip! 
re is not ſo ſolid, as it is finely ima. 
ind. 

"Tis for this Reaſon, that as ſome to procure 
Reputation, perſonate the Characters of good 
or bad Men, and are Hypocrites in Vertue or 
Vice, as the one or the other grows in Faſhion; 
ſo many, to be thought Men of Parts and Inge. 
nuity, lay claim, out of meer Oſtentation, to 
the Power of the Spleen in their Complexion, 
to which they have no manner of Title : Nor 
are there Inſtances wanting in the fair Sex, who 
pretend to this reputable Diſtemper of the Spi- 
rits, with the ſame Vanity that others affe& the 
Beauty of an unſanguine and ſickly Counte. 
Nance. 

"Tis true, this Complexion has eminent Ad. 
vantages above others, yet the Poſſeſſors often MP: 
pay dear for their Superiority; thoſe eſpecially 
of the beautiful Sex, whoſe tender and delicate 
Fibres, by the lively Motions of their Spirits, 
make them obnoxious to violent Achings of the 
Head, and painful Hyſterick Paſſions. The 
Springs of theſe Sufferings by vulgar Error are 
called Vapours, and 'accounted Diſeaſes, while 
they are nothing elſe but the natural Effect of 
the Keenneſs, Vigour, and Richneſs of the 
Animal Spirits, of which they cannot be cur'd, 
but at the Expence of their good Senſe, and to 
the Prejudice of their ſprightly Imagination. 

"Tis true, if this 8 le, the Spleen, 
by getting ground upon the rel which ſhould I 
_ reſtrain it, grows predominant and ** it Jon 
: . e. 
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xecomes a Diſtemper, attended with numerous 
nealy Symptoms, and while *tis accompany'd 
r hiefvith Suſpicion, Diffidence, Irreſolution, Incon- 
ma. Nancy, Timidity, and perpetual Apprehenſion 
f Death, it approaches near to a State of Lu- 
cure Facy, tho? it rarely riſes to that Diſtemper. 
oo As to the natural Function of the Spleen, there 
no Diſcovery yet made, that it ſeparates from 
he Blood any 1mpure or ſuperfluous Humours, 
eing deſtitute of any Canal to convey them 
way, and therefore its uſe is {till uncertain, un- 
ion es we allow that its Office is to retard and 
Na reak, by the various Convolutions and Mean- Þ 
who ers of its little Tubes, the Velocity of the . 
Blood, that it may not ruſh into the Liver with | 
iolence, and by its too rapid Motion hinder 
due Separation of the Choler by that Strainer. 
But that tis not a neceſſary Part is evident; for 
have ſeen the Side of a Dog open'd, and the 
pleen taken out, yet the Animal, the Wound 
* continu'd chearful, and in good 
ealtn. | 
I cannot diſmiſs this Subject till I have made 


the Ne following Remarks. Tho' the Diſtinction 
The mich appears in the Air and Aſpect, the Mein, 
are Ne Structure, and Motion of Mens Bodies is 
hile Rmarkable, and that of their Faces and Fea- 
+ of Nes is yet more ſurprizing ; and tho? this Diſa- 


reement of Countenance does not only diitin- 
uiſh one Individual from another, but there is 
kewiſe a peculiar Caſt of Face in the Natives 
t different Countries, eſpecially if at preat 
een, Piſtance, yet there is not a greater Diverſity in 
\uld Ne. Countenances of different Nations, than 
it F Humour and Diſpoſition of Mind. All Na- 


ons have ſomething in their Complexion ap- 
N pro- 


tions and Humours of all the Nations of E:rope. 
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Propriated to themſelves, ariſing from the Diffe- 
rence of Soil, and Degrees of Heat and Cold in 
the Air they breathe. The French and the Spa- 
niards, the Italians and the Britains, are no leſs di- 
vided and diſtinguiſh'd by their Inclinations, 
Habitudes and Manners, than by the Boundaries 
and Limits of their Countries. 

But of all theſe Nations, the Temper of the 
Natives of Britain is moſt various, which pro- 
,cceds from the e an Ingredient of the 

Conſtitution, which is almoſt peculiar, at leaſt 
in the Degree of it, to this Iſland. Hence ariſes 
the Diverſity of Genius and Diſpoſition, of 
which this Soil is ſo very fertile. Our Neigh- 
boug have greater Poverty of Humour, and 
Scarcity of Originals, than we. The Spaniard 
ſarcaſtically ſays of the French, If you have ſcen 
one, yon have ſeen all; tho' a French Man may as 
truly retort the Raillery on the Grave Caſtillian, 
and this may as truly be affirm'd of the Italian on 
each ſide the Appennines, and of the High Dutch 
and Low. But an Eugliſb Man needs not go abroad 
to learn the Humours of theſe different Neigh- 
bours; let him but travel from Temple-Bar to 
Ludgate, and he will meet among his own Coun- 
try-men, the French Man, the E. the Ita- 
lian, and the German; he'll find Perſons as 
much diſagreeing, as all the Nations in Europe 
can ſhow 3 and more than this, he may diſcern 
in fingle Perſons, as they are ſober, or inflam'd 
with Wine, dejected by a Diſappointment, or 
elated by a lucky Accident, or as they have been 
croſs'd by their Wives, vex'd by diſobedient 
Children, or put out of Temper by their Ser- 
vants, in Four and Twenty Hours the Diſpoſi- 


When 


\ 
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„ When this active Ferment affects in an intem- 
n perate Proportion Perſons who are curious to en- 
; || quire into the ſecret Operations of Nature, it 
I. introduces into the World a ſtrange Variety of 
55 Fanatical 1 N and whimſical Philoſophers ; 
es and if it mingles in an exceſſive Degree in Con- 


ſtitutions diſpos'd to Theological Contempla- 
ge dions, it fills the World with odd and irregular 
Productions of another kind. From hence ariſe 


in Religion, diſtinguiſh'd by their ſeveral Chi- 
e nerical Singularities, Superſtitious Fears, and 
of Hypocondriacal Enthuſiaſm. And hence it comes 
h. Wo paſs that ſo many moroſe, rigid, and melan- 
* 2 Perſons 1 an bring Diſhonour on the 
„Practice of Vertue, 

-.y vpon Religion, which in it ſelf is moſt amiable 
ax 2nd delightful, as an unlovely and frightful Ob- 
an, ect. From this Obſervation, ſome Men of Wit, 
on bare reproach'd all. Devotion as the Effect of a 


ech diſtemper'd Brain, and an Imagination over agi- 
ad Nated by: the Spleen : But they might with as 
oh- good Reaſon infer from the numerous Diſeaſes 


to ind monſtrous Deformities, which are found 


vhole Species. 


* 


N 2 Nun zEX 


ne the numberleſs Viſionaries and extravagant Sects ä 


y tempting others to look 


among Mankind, that there is no healthful 
Conſtitution, or beautiful Frame of Body in the 
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NumBtr XXIII. 5 

IS —_- 
At faciem quum aſpicias eorum, non viden- ® 
(tur mal, 0 

Opera fallunt. Plaut, . 
Miſeri quibus * 

Intentata nites ! Hot, 


— 


WepxnesDar, January 6. 1713. 


| Mon! Truth, as diſtinguifh'd from Natu 

and Metaphyſical, is acknowledg'd by Phi 
loſophers and Divines to be a Conformity bt 
tween our Words and Thoughts. But if th 
Vertue reſults from a Similitude between thi ** 
Signification and the Thing fignified, it ma 15 
with Parity of Reaſon be extended to all othe NI 
exterior Marks, by which we are guided by N. 
ture to communicate the Sentiments and Af 
Ctions of the Soul. The Motions of our Limb 
the Figure of our Faces, and our Geſtures, ar 
as really expreſſive as Words themſelves, of th 
Diſpcfition of the Heart, and the Ideas of thi 
Mind. Our Looks and Behaviour, which a mer 
the filent Rhetorick of the Body, are the Inter 
preters of our Thoughts and Paſſions, as well: 
the ſounding Organ in the Mouth. The Eye HMfabe 
its Glances, the Cheeks 7 their Bluſhes, thi 
Mouth by its ſmiles, and the Forehead ani 6 

Brow 


23, 
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Brows by their various Contractions and Expan- 
ſions plainly diſcover our internal Temper. - 
Hence the Sculptor and the Painter, who are 
eminent in their Art, are able to expreſs in the 
Countenance, Eyes and Poſtures of their Fi- 
gures, Shame and Horror, Fear and Joy, Ad- 
miration and Love, in the utmoſt Perfection. 
One animates his Canvas, and the other his 


the whole Soul in naked or in colour'd Lines; 
and tho' the Statue and the Picture are deſtitute 
of Words they ſtrike our Imaginations with great 
Force, and touch our Affeckions with un vocal 


are expreſsd ſo much to the Life in the Copy, 
they muſt at leaſt be as ſtrong in the Original. 
Since our Looks and Geſtures are defign'd to 
convey to each other our. inward Sentiments, . 
when they are perverted from this End, and we 


Wat any Time wear an Aſpect, or aſſume an Ap- 
* contrary to the Temper and Senſe of our 
U 


inds, with Purpoſe to deceive the Spectator, 
we are as truly guilty of Diſſimulation in this 
Difformity of our Souls to our outward Demea- 
nour, as we are in the Diſſimilitude between them 
and our articulate Expreſſions. This is immo- 
nlity in this Face, Hypocriſy in our Geſtures, 


Wand Fraud and Impoſture in our outward Deport- 


ment. 
Nothing is more fallacious, than to gueſs at the 


Soul by the outward Aſpect. *Tis true, ſuch na- 

tive Simplicity, ee ane and Humanity, ſuch 
Openneſs and Ingenuity are ſeen in the Counte- 
Fances of ſome, that as {non as they appear we 
re prejudic'd in their Favour. Some, on the- 


ontrary, have Lines ſo 4 ntricate and diſagreeable, 
5 d. 


* 


— 


Marble, with 1 Emotions, and exhibits 


Eloquence. If the Mind and its Perturbations 
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and ſuch a deſigning dark Look; and in other h- 
we obſerve ſuch a firm Aſſurance, ſuch harſh and m 
forbidding Features, and ſuch a miſchievous and To 
fatal Countenance, that the Knave in one, and qu 
the Miſcreant in the other are conſpicuous at fir m 
Sight. Tho' this is often true, the Obſervatioffl w 
however is not to be extended too far; for wel fir 
frequently meet with Perſons of excellent Qui ag 
lities, who have no Marks in their Faces tha 
promiſe Vertue or Ingenuity ; while others, t 
conceal their Vices, fo well counterfeit the ex 
ternal Appearance of Probity, Compaſſion and 
Benevolence, that they often impoſe on the 
World, and carry on their ill Deſigns under that 
Mask with Succeſs. 

| Larrwa is a celebrated Inſtance of this. Kind 
His Perſon is graceful, and his Features agree. 
able. With this Advantage, he is at the ſameſ eat 
time as great a Genius for Impoſture and Diffmu-WM; 
lation as has perhaps appear'd among Mankind; co 
and being ome by the moſt refin'd Rules, Wi 
and improv'd by aſſiduous Practice, he equal 
the moſt famous Hypocrites that have flouriſh'd 
in any Country or Age. His Soul is poſſeſs'd of 
all Kinds of Vice in their greateſt Height, yet 
his Aſpect is the Seat of all the*contrary Vertues. 
He is moſt clearly underſtood, by 3 6 the b 
contrary Meaning to what he profeſſes. If hehe 
affirms a Thing as true which he knows ts falſe, vi 
or makes a ſolemn Promiſe which he never intends ir 
to perform, he adds to repeated Proteſtations of ſÞþf 
his being in earneſt all * Marks of Sincerity pf 
which are peculiar to the Looks and Geſtures, tr 
exactly perſona tes a Man of Vertue and Honour, ut 
and has all the ſhow of Integrity, without any 
thing of the Reality. While he 9 T 

| | hate 


hates your Perſon, he will careſs you with the 
moſt endearing Expreſſions and "Tranſports of 
Joy. And tho' he has often deceiv'd his Ac- 
quaintance, and they as often have reſolv'd no 
firti more to be deceiv'd, yet the finiſh'd Hypoctrite 
tion will ſtill work ſome new Miracle of a Lie to con- 
well firm their Faith, and engage them to believe 
ur again. | 
that There is not a greater Diſſimilitude between 
„ tif the Mind and the outward Expreſſions of it, than 
e in well-bred Perfons, who have not conquer'd, 
and but learn'd to conceal their Paſſions. | 
thell Rabeira is a Gentleman of ſuch a cholerick Spi- 
tha rit among his Domeſticks, that he often ſeems 
tranſported to a Degree of Frenzy, yet when he 
ind. goes abroad among his Friends, or Compan 
ree comes home to him, he is preſently the moll 
ameWeaſy and affable, the moſt kind and obliging 
mu · ¶ Man in the World. If he hears that a Perſon 1s 
ind i come to viſit him whom he perfectly hates, he 
flies out at his very Name into the utmoſt Diſor- 
der; yet as ſoon as he appears, he runs to him, 
takes Rim in his Arms, and ſalutes him with the 
tendereſt Expreſſions of Friendſhip; he is infi- 


yetſänitely oblig'd to him for his odious Viſit, and 
tues Whiphly pleas'd with the Company of one whom 
the ſbove all others he abhors; and by this Means 
f hee ſends the Gentleman away extremely ſatisfy'd 
falſe, with his Reception. To be a Maſter of this Ad- 
ends Hreſs is often the chief end of Life among Men 


pf Condition. Thus Rabcira, like many others 
of bis Rank, from a Principle of good Breeding, 
ures, ſtrives to oblige and make every Man eaſy, and 
nour, Bubſtitutes an outward Reſemblance inſtead of 
t any ſeal Benevolence. In this he has acquir'd ſuch 
and ſnaſterly Skill, that by his friendly Demeanour 


hates and 
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and vehement -Declarations of Kindneis, now 
taking you by the Hand, now leaning on your 
Shoulder, with Smiles and Looks that uſe to at. 
tend Sincerity, the- eonſummate Diflembler wil 
e you he is in earneſt; yet he embrace 
e next he meets in the ſame Tranſport, and 
ſhows a particular Reſpect to every Man living; 
his Civility conſiſting in nothing elſe but a Form 
of Words and a Set of Geſtures, which he ufc 
in the ſame mechanical Manner to all he knows 
without any inward Emotion or Concern. 
Inſtead of being an affectionate Husband, and 
taking Pleaſure in his Lady's Converſation, he 
is extremely decent, never contradicts her in: 
rude Manner, and never complies with her Per. 
ſwafions or Requeſts : He treats her with the 
Behaviour of a Gentleman, as he would any 
other Woman of Quality, and pays this cold 
7 4 gong of a court! Reſpect inſtead of an 
indulgent conjugal AﬀeCtion.. However thel: 
well-bred Men, who make their becoming Ad- 
dreſs without any inward Paſſion paſs for Friend- 
ſhip and Goodwill, do at leaſt give their Apro- 
bation to Vertue ; and were it as eaſy to veal 
as to commend it, they would no doubt engage 
in the Purſuit of it. But while their Intereſts, 
Prejudices and the Power of ill Propenfions and 
confirm'd Habits will not admit the Reception 
of genuine Vertue, they put on the external 
Marks, and make good Manners ſupply the Place 
of Morality. Tis indeed true, that tho' this 
will not much avail the well-bred -Hypocrite, 
yet *tis much leſs hurtful; to Society. A Knave 
of great Civility, and of a gentile Behaviour, 
is more ſupportable than a rugged ill behav'd 


Miſcreant, and we are better pleas'd to * 
N | ; 
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ed with a good Grace and the handſom Manner 
of a Courtier, who is never in earneſt, than by 
2 ſurly Clown or a rough Blockhead. 

It is no Wonder if” we find Inſtances of this 
Kind too among the other Sex. Morella has the 
greateſt Sweetneſs and Simplicity that ever ap- 

ard in a lovely Face. She is offended with 

iſorderly Behaviour, impatient of immodeſt 
Diſcourſe, yet harbours within the moſt exor- 
bitant Inclinations, and vicious Habits. Beneath 
the charming Veil of a gentle, ſoft and unaſſur d 
Countenance, the alluring Sen conceals an un- 
bridled Defire of Pleaſure, which to gratify, ſhe 
proſtitutes her Honour, violates her Vows, ex- 
ſes her Body to painful Diſtempers, and her 
Mind to cutting Remorſe. Is it poſſible, that 
the Art of Lying by Looks and Geſtures can be 
more improv'd or adorn'd, than it is in this en- 
gaging Hypocrite ? She knows that a Face co- 
ver'd with Bluſhes has that attractive Power 
over the Minds of Men, that even Beauty, with- 
out their Aſſiſtance, makes but a faint Impreſſion. 
Her Deſign therefore being to enſnare and ca 
tivate the other Sex, ſhe poifons her Darts wi 
difſembled Innocence, 1. arms her Eyes with 
refiftleſs Modeſty; while her uncautious Ad- 
mirers, betray'd by artful Appearances, too late 
diſcern their unhappy Miſtake, and by the fair 
Impoſtor are at once enlighten'd and undone. 


NUMBER 
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FRI DA, January 8. 171 3. wh 


To Mr. JacoB RavenscROFT, 


SIR, | | 
1 1 Thank you for your Eſſay on Impudence, and 
I muſt own that it has cur'd me of th 
© ftrangeſt Humour in the World, tho' perhap 
© the moſt 1 4h Before 1 read your Dil 
© courſe, I led an unacountable delightful Life 
© The beſt Part of every Day was ſpent in m 
© Cloſet, where I muſter'd up in my inatiot 
© the ſeveral Qualifications that entitled me t 
© future Greatneſs. About ten Years fince I be}; 
gan this Kind of Life, when defigning to entet 
© my ſelf at the Univerſity, I withdrew to m 
© Study. My firſt Proſpect on this Undertaking 
« was that I ſhould be chief Proctor, within 
Minute I fancy'd my ſelf Head of a Houſe, the: 
« Vice-chancellor, then a Biſhop, and (before 
© Quarter of an Hour was expir'd) I became at 
$ eg I was no ſooner ſettling my Afﬀainþ; , 
in my Archbiſhoprick, but that Thought wait} 
« juſtled out of my Head by another, which ſug * 
geſteY 


* 
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geſted a more ſpeedy Aſcent by the Law. Ipaſgd 
thro* the Degrees of a Barriſter, Serjeant and 
Judge, and was a L.ord-Chancellor before the 
Hour was out, when I began to think of Phy- 
fick, and from thence as poiſe as an Arrow my 
Fancy return'd to my Archbiſhoprick. | 
As IJ was indulging my ſelf with theſe plea- 
ri {ling Hopes, a Country e Anka broke in up- 
um Jon me; and my Fancy wrought ſo firongly, 
that I immediately told him I ſhould certainly 
de Proctor of the Univerſity : Tho' his Obje- 
ions ſeem'd ſo many Bars to my Preferment 
while he was preſent, an innate Impudence 
and a ſanguine Conſtitution got over them 
with Eaſe as ſoon as he left me, and I fell back 
into my former Chain of Thoughts. I ſpent 
y time in ſhifting from one fantaſtick Digni- 


"My to another, ſtill building Caſtles in the Air. 
| thouſand delighful Ideas glanc'd thro* my 
* Imagination. The Proſpect of future Great- 


els raviſh'd me as I lay on my Bed, made my 
Dreams pleaſant, enhanc'd my daily Enjoy- 
nents, and ſweeten'd all accidental Crofles. 
hus I enjoy'd at once the preſent and the fu- 
re Happineſs without Diſturbance; and 
chile I was thus deceiv'd, my conceited Worth 


enttWould not let me perceive my Deluſion. 
OTE long purſu'd this Courſe, but at laſt re- 
= lv'd to exert my ſelf by Action. I was ſo for- 


ibly deluded, that I bought Velvet-Sleeves, 
Wd hired a Couple of Servants for my 
quipage in my firſt Poſt of Honour. I be- 
"Woke Liveries, and pitch'd on ſome Friends 
oo Chaplains. I frequently ſolac'd my ſelf 
t wiFith hammering out ſome proper Revenge for 
h ſug eb Blunt and Jack Smart, who had affronted 
geſte( a | © me. 
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me. Such as had been wanting to me in the 
leaſt Reſpect due to my Merit, I decreed to pun- 
iſh by a ſcornfal Neglect hereafter. But this 
was not all: T began to think my ſelf a Man 
of Wealth and Honour already, and kept State 
accordingly. I talk'd and jeſted with the Air 
of a Man of Quality, and punn'd with as much 
Authority as one that is worth a Plumb: A 
© ſage Apothegm or a quaint Alluſion were the 
* perpetual Flowers of my Converſation ; all 
* which I could handſomly ſet forth by an impor: 
tant Look, or a fly Wink on the Man who! 
thought moſt approv'd my Wit. 

As the foregoing Part of my Character ſhows 
me a great Forecaſter, I kept a Scheme of al 
© the Members of Parliament which ſhould b: 
© choſen in Exgland till the Year 1720. I told 
* my Friends who ſhould get Places at Court, 
© with as much Afurance as if I had been: 
© Privy-Councellor. No man of Honour wa 
* nam'd in my hearing, but by a fide-wind Arro- 
gance I let the Company know that I, or ſome 
Friend of mine, or ſome Friend's Friend of 
< mine was acquainted with him. To procur 
Credit to my Words, if I receiv'd any F rank d 
Letters, I left them on my Table, or ſtuck 
them up in my Window, with the Superſcrip- 
tions expoſed to view; beſides ſeveral other 
which I forg'd as frank'd by ſuch a Lord, and 
« ſuch an Earl. I ſpent the greateſt Part of my 
Time that was employ'd in Action, in rambling 

from one Place to another, to pick up Scrap 
of Intelligence, which I deliver'd rather ac- 
« cording to my Memory, than my Underſtand: 
ing: I romanc'd how ſuch a great Man took 
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i I. me afide at ſuch a Time, what ſuch a one ſaid 
to me at another, what Diſcourſe paſs'd where 
1 din'd Yeſterday, what Company there was, 
what Diſhes, what Wine; and what Intrigues 
ere on foot in Church and State. I cultivated 
ur 2 genteel Behaviour, and ſet off a Nut-brows 
ch Face with a Light Wig, becauſe I fancy'd it made 
ne look wiſe; and with a Doubt, a Nod, or 2 
che Sbrug, I took 2 me to contradict whatever 
mvs affirm'd in Converſation. 
© Such a Dream of Life lull'd me on for ſeven 


© | Years 3 but I was awaken'd by an Election of 
a Magiſtrate in the Town where I dwell. Ief- 
OW: uſed the Cauſe of Tom Bell, and in Confi- 


i dence of my fancy'd Greatneſs, doubted not 
be of Succeſs; but miſſing my Aim, I rav'd like a 
told Madman, calling all ſuch as oppoſed me Knaves, 
1 Fools, and a Fat ion. But upon cooler Refle- 
f on; I was rous'd from my Lethargy, and 
diſcover d to my great Diſcontent that I was in 
Reality no Man of Power, as I had flatter'd my 
ſelf 5 and thence I drew a true Conclufion, that 
2 meer Conſciouſneſs of Merit was not ſuffi- 
clent to gain an implicit Deference. Hereupon 
Liefoly'd forthwith to exert my Abilities, and 
make haſte to my deſerv'd Greatneſs ; but while 
Trip Il was ſweating to find out what my Genius was 
turn'd for, I happen'd to fall on your Paper. 
| there obſerv'd that Impudence was a'Spur to 
any thing, and that Conceit would ſwell 2 
Mole-hill to a Mountain. With Difficulty 
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lam reſolv'd for the future to live like my | 
©. Neighbours, and be a modeſt ſober Man; for: 
© .tho'I am call'd the Ol Trojan, I am not too old 
to amend. As I am by Birth a Corniſb Man, q 
© grafted on a 3 I ſhall purſue the open 

« undiſguiſed Honeſty of the former. At the 

* ſame time I renounce the formal Starchneſs «f 
the latter, and am ſorryl retain the Name of 


Don Jahn Ronqull 


I have the Directions of the Society to acquaint 
our Correſpondent, that tho' he has humorouſſ 
enough deſcrib'd a ſanguine Impudence in th 
foregoing Letter, yet his laſt Paragraph deſtro 
his Title to it. It will not be allow'd that a Mu 
was ever Impudent, who paſſes away his Lit 
in empty Speculations, and does not reduce th 
Theory to Practice. I have by me a Letter 
Harry Braxier's to a Lady on his firſt ſeeing heh 
that deſcribes this thriving Quality after a mo 


genuine Manner. luc 
| 2 


ce you are handſome, I am ugly; ” haithe 

| « a Fortune, I have ſpent one; the Wor 

that ſays you have every good Quality, ui 
not allow that I have one. After this you mi 
« beſurpriz'd, If I tell you that I am to be 70 

« Husband. I am reſolv'd not to leave you ti 

have convinc'd you of the Truth of thi 
« fo I wiſh you Joy, and am ver 
Your moſt Faithful Humble Servant, __ 
| | eir 

Henry Brazier them 


1 | 


+ 
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* lam loth, for the Credit of the fair Sex, to 
may what was the Succeſs of this bold Pretender. 
In ſhort, it may be ſaid of real Impudence, what 
Horace ſays of Vertue, That it is incapable of any 
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Saua voles apte nubere nube pari. Ovid. 
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Monvpar, January 11. 1713. 


JF it be true, as 'tis generally allow'd, that 
genuine and laſting Friendſhip is founded on 
z Similitude of Temper and Inclinations, it muſt. 
ranted that Conjugal Affection, which in- 
ludes the Not ion of the moſt generous and per- 
ect Friendſhip, muſt likewiſe ſpring from the 
like Cauſes, and depend for its — on 
he ſame Supports. If this Harmony of Minds 
nating, the Marriage Yoke will not long fit 
pht and eaſy : From different Inſtincts, and 
jews of Intereſt, the il|-ſuited Pair will draw 
ontrary ways; and from that Contraſt will ſoon 
Wriſe a cold Ind ifference, and afterwards ſuch a 
Diſlike, as will quickly ſettle into a downright 
lverfion, It is therefore ſurprizing that Parents, 
who are endow'd with a natural Affection to 
eir Offspring, ſhould not when they marry 
hem, beſides their Regard to a ſuitable Fortune, 
O 2 take 


* 
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take Care to find an Agreeableneſs of Humour, a 
Incl inations and Age in the Perſons to whom they I.! 


commit ſo important a Truſt as the Happineſs of. 
their Children and Poſterity. Theſe Thought 1 


aroſe in my Mind upon reading the two folloꝝ- 


ing Letters. « ( 
| ( 

To Mr. Jacos RAvenscRort. v 

| 1 

SIR. 9 


0 T Hree Months fince a Gentleman, whomlW: | 
« * will call Valencio, made his Addreſſes u. 
* me with my Father's Approbation. The Wi-. 
« tings were order'd to be drawn: But in thi: { 
Juncture a Gentleman in the Neighbourhoodif+ , 
of a much greater Eſtate apply'd to my Father. 
© and offer'd a Settlement almoſt double to wha+ | 
his Rival had done. The old Gentleman wu 
« fo pleagd with it, that he has put off Palenci 
© and lays his Commands upon me to accept the 
new Offer. Now, Sir, I am in the greateſt Diftreh 
« imaginable. I had rather go to my Grave than 
« to the Church to make this Creature my Hus 
© band. He is the moſt awkard, ſtupid, ſenſe. 
© leſs Thing that ever diſgrac'd Mankind. Should 
© I marry him (which Heaven forbid) I ſhould* 
be the moſt hay 4 Woman living. When 
© our Neighbours ſhall come to viſit us, I ſhall 
« ſweat, and be in Torture for every thing he i 
© about to ſay. He is ſo great a Changeling 
© that if Company dine with us, I ſhould be re: 
dy to fink uber the Table, and die with 
Shame to hear him expoſe himſelf. While Gen; 
« tlemen of Wit and Senſe entertain the Table 
with agreeable Diſcourſe, what a Mortificatio! 
« will it be to me to ſee that my Blockhead hi 

ne 


"* lifications in a Husband will never fave 
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©ndthing to ſay, or what is worſe, nothing to 
© the Purpoſe ? How ſhall I bluſh to hear Lim 
laugh in the wrong Place, and expreſs ſome 
« filly Approbation? But if the Coxcomb ſfwuld 
© hold his Tongue, which will be hard for him 
' to do, yet the Company by his Aſpect and 
© Geſtures would find out the Fool, and wink 
' upon one another in Derifion. Now, Sir, 
* tho” I don't pretend to a greater Degree of 
© Senſe than my Neighbours, yet I hate an Ideot, 
* and am impatient of Impertinence. Iam plea- 
+ {ed with the Converſation of Men of Ingenui- 
ty, and ſuch a one is Valencio, for whom | own 
i Thave a Reſpect. Oh, Sir, were left to my 
t Choice, rather than be the Wife of that Ani- 
mal, tho' I know I ſhould live in Splendor and 
Plenty, I would marry Valencio, tho' I were 
* ſure to lie upon Straw, and beg my Bread with 
© him. Therefore my earneſt Requeſt to you, 
dear Mr. RavxNSscRor r, is, that you would 
© write upon this Subject, to diſſwade my Fa- 
ther from forcing me to marry a Perſon who. 
has not the leaſt Merit, and to convince him. 
© that the greateſt Eſtate without agreeable Qua” 
is 
Daughter from being the. moſt miſerable of 

Women. lam 
"F & | 

Jan. 5. 1713. Your unknown Humble Servant, 
E. S.. 


P. S. I don't care if you publiſh my Letter, 


for my Father reads your Papers, and com- 
* mends them. I leave this to your Prudence. 
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The Lady that ſent the following Letter does 
not want Senſe or Spirit ; and if it bo conſider'd, 
4 ſhe has been long ill-us'd, and ſtimulated by 
the higheſt Provocations, the Sharpneſs of her 
Stile is excuſable. 


Mr. Ravenscrorr, 
* 1 Was much affected when J read the Letter 
«& you publiſh'd, which was writ by Sir An- 
« THUR WiMBLETON's Niece to her diſſolute 
« Husband : You muſt know, Sir, I labour un- 
der no leſs Afflictions than that unfortunate 
« Lady once ſuffer'd, but in a quite different 
« Way. My Lord and Maſter, for ſo he truly is, 
and the moſt arbitrary and imperious that ever 
« exercis'd the Government of a Family, is jul 
the Reverſe to that Gentlewoman's indulgent 
« Spouſe. The Temper of mine is ſour, rough 
« and untractable; and as there is no Mixture 
« in him of Humanity and tender Paſſions, to 
« quality his rigid Diſpoſition, ſo all Exprefſi- 
« ons of Love, 353 and obliging Be- 
e haviour have been try d in vain to wolle him. 
« I was a young Creature when I marry'd him, 
«© who was 28S older than my ſelf, tho” I de- 
« clare I never lov'd him, for — ſaw any 
« thing in his Perſon or Manners that could en- 
« gage me. However I was told that Love woula 
« come after, than which nothing, Sir, was ever 
« faid more falſe. I enter'd into this Bondage 
« in Obedience to my Father, who 1s not the 
« firſt who has ſacrific'd his Daughter for Mo- 
« ney. Tempted by the Proſpect of a great 
„% Eftate, and for the Sake of a good Jointure, 
be ſcttled upon me for Life ſuch a Curſe of a 


Hus- 
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« Husband, and ſuch an odious Slavery, as ſure 
« no Woman ever ſuffer'd before. 5 

« He is perpetually diſpleas'd with all about 
« him, ra: 7-6 only ingenious in finding out Oc- 
« cafions to expreſs his ill Nature. He is con- 
« ftantly either dogged and ſullen, or violent and 
« outragious. If 12 affects a pleaſant Manner, 
« Hick he ſeldom does, nothing can become a 
Man ſo ill; his very Laugh is ſo awkard and 
« difagreeable, that it rather frights than plea- 
« ſes. | 

« Underſtanding laſt Week that ſome of my 
Relations > wa + to dine with me, he came 
home late from Change, on purpoſe, as I be- 
 lieve, that Dinner might be ſpoil'd. He en- 
'ter'd the Room in an ill Temper, put on an 
« Air of Authority, and having coldly faluted 
the Company, he fell a railing at me without 
the leaſt Provocation, and work'd himſelf up 
to ſuch a Paſſion, that he took the firſt Diſh of 
« Meat that came to the 'Table, and threw it in- 


to the Middle of the Floor. 


« When we are at Dinner, if I offer to ſpeak, 
das I ſeldom do, my Turk infolently asks me, if 
{I will never learn to hold my Tongue, and 
* conceal my Ignorance ;. if I reply, he threa- 
tens in a Rage to fling a Plate at my Head. 

« While he is thus haughty at home, where 

he inſults his Wife, terrifies his Children, di- 
ſtracts his Servants, and turns the Houſe into 
a Bedlam, he is ſo contemptible a Coward 


F abroad, as to put up every Day the moſt pro- 


* yoking Affronts; and ſo hen-hearted in Sick- 
© neſs, that if his Finger does but ake, a Servant 
is immediately poſted away for the Doctor. In 
the mean time he groans and fighs, and makes 


= 
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cc 2 thouſand Complaints, while the whole « 


« Houſe is too little to attend him; and ſome. 
« times I am tempted to think he counterfeits 
« Sickneſs to play the Tyrant, and enjoy the 
4 Satisfaction of tormenting his Family. 

« He keeps one Slut under my Noſe, and two 
© Others abroad; one of them came to his Houſe 
« a few Days fince, and had the Confidence to de. 
« mand Two Hundred Pounds; while he a lit. 
« tle heſitated, ſhe broke out into a violent Pal: 
© ſion, and cry'd Ungrateful Monſter, have 
« been ſo often civil to ſuch a pitiful Fellow a 
&« you, and do you who are worth Thouſands de. 
« ny me this Trifle to ſupply my Wants ? Thi 
„ Bully to his Wiſe, was 10 Ar and A yock] 

« by his imperious Harlot, that to buy his Peace, 
« he preſently gave her the Sum ſhe Jegrd. Let 
« all this I TH endure, would he treat me with 
« common Decency ; but Fleſh and Blood can. 
« not bear his Inſolence and Brutality. I have 
« often vow'd to part; but reflecting what Dil. 
« grace this —_ bring on my Children, and 
" — ſolicitous for their Education, TI have a 
« often ſtifled my Reſentment, and chang'd my 
« Reſolution. Some Women of my Acquaintance, 
« enrag'd to ſee me ſo ill us'd, have prompted 
<« me to take my Revenge; but I have {till re 
« fiſted thoſe wicked Suggeſtions, tho' (Heaven 
« forgive me) I ſhould be glad to ſee him dead, 
« that I might live at leaſt one quiet Hour. 

« I {end this to engage you to write ſome 
« 1 may cut and pierce theſe 
« vile Husbands ; for they are ſo courſe and in 
« ſenfible, that your fine Raillery will never 
« touch them. It would be a good Work coul: 
A you bring them to behave themſelves at leal 
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© with Reſpe& to their Wives, and Humanity 
« to their Children and Servants : For ſurely 
the next to real Vertue and, Conjugal Affection, 
good Breeding and the courteous Manners of 
« a Gentleman are deſirable. 25 

I am, SIR, 
* Your Humble Servant, 


ve ( — — [ b— 3 


r mn in m _ - Y * „ 
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Th. Noumper XVI. 
ck d 5 


Hor. 


Yet Uter eſt inſanior horum ? 


Sd on * * * 4 * 


can. * 


Di | WEDNeSDaAt, January 13. 1713. 


Une: N a former Paper, predominant Judgment and 
Diſcretion were ſettled as the Limits that cir- 
cumſcribe the Man of Senſe and the genuine 
Wit, and diſtinguiſh them from others of a dif- 
ferent Nature and Denomination. If you paſs 
this Frontier, you enter into a wide uncultivated 
Region, an intellectual Africa, that abounds with 
an endleſs Variety of monſtrous and irregular 
Minds. Theſe abſurd Underſtandings are the 
Errors and Deviations of Nature in the Forma- 
42 tion of the Head, where thouſands are incom- 
pleat to one that is brought to Perfection. | 
Infinite is the Variety of theſe Tribes of Men, 
lealll that are deſtitute of good Senſe and Judgment. 
with © ops, Half-Wits, Pedants and Coxcombs, which 
are 


| _ 
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are the general Heads, are divided and ſubdi. 
vided into numberleſs Branches, all diverſify'd Poe 
by their peculiar Oddnefles and ſpecifick Ca. Cri 
Piices: Tis extremely difficult to trace eſſential wat 
ifferences among regular Beings ; but *tis much 
more ſo to ſettle the Boundaries that divide one fat! 
Species from another among theſe anomalous 
Productions; their conſtituent Whimſeys are ſo 
very delicate and abſtruſe, that perhaps they of: 
ten conſiſt in the improper Length, Size or Situs. 
tion of a Fibre in the Brain, in a diſproportiond 
Humour, or an immoderate Ferment in the Com 
poſition. But to gratify the Curious, I ſhall at 
. to deduce the Pedegree of ſome of the 
moſt eminent Clans. a 
When the Madman and the Fool meet in the 
ſame Complexion, while the former enlivens and 
refines the latter, and the latter reduces and quz 
lifies the former, the Production is either a Cox 
comb, or a meer Wit, which are multi ply'd into 
numerous Kinds, as their Ingredients meet in 
various Proportions, or are more ſlightly or 
more intimately blended and combin'd. From 
theſe different Complications ariſes the diſtin. 
guiſhing Diſparity, that is found among the nu- 
merous ſubordinate Clafſes of theſe ambiguous 
Animals, to which the rational and irrational 
World equally pretend. Such are the ſeveral 
Tribes of the Julfcrazd the Impertinents, the 
Pedants, the perpetual Talkers, Men of Form, 
the Maſters of inflenibcant Eloquence, and the y 
AﬀeRed, which includes an Under-Species, e- — 
ually diſagreeable, of thoſe who with viſible NY* © 
Ae tion labour to appear unaffected. 
- If the Madman has the Superiority in the Mix- 
ture, a Progeny is produc'd of ſhini 4 


v 


þ | 
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f 4 poetaſters, Journ Laughers, and moroſe falſe 


Icriticks. the Fool prevails, and keeps the 
Mad-man under, you have a Ag Race 1 
crafty Blockheads, who are ſenſeleſs in Conver- 

ation, yet cunning in their Actions, and cheat 

us daily under the Appearance of Stupidity. 

Hence too -proceeds a Species of Men, who 

having only a Sprinkling of Genius in their 

Compoſition, are always aiming at fine 2 

e- 


and diſturbing the Company with infipid Rail 


| at 14. often as the Balance of Power between the 
Madman and the Fool is broken, according to 
their different Degrees of Superiority on either 
Side, a new Sett of theſe capricious Animals is 
brought into Being, whoſe common Nature is 
nore vary'd by their ſeveral whimſical Proper- 
es, than the Ape or Monkey-Kind, which imi- 
te thisirregular Race of Men, as much as theſe 
Men reſemble others, who are endow'd with true 
Genius and good Senſe. 

Theſe Reflections bring to my Thoughts a 
. {Story which I have ſomewhere read, of a young 
entleman in the Court of France, during the 


be. Reign, as I remember, of 2 the Third. This 
nal Ferſon being of a graceful A peR, of great Hu- 


ra] N manity and * Behaviour, was belov'd b 
the all, notwithſtanding that his little Share of Senſe 
rm, made his Converſation low and trifling. It hap- 
the pen'd, I cannot recolle& by what Accident, that 
e. this Gentleman grew diſtracted; and then the 
ble Ferments of the Madman having agitated and 
exalted the flegmatick Fool, he became an inge- 
ix- nious and pleaſant Companion. The Court was 
ps, mighti ly pleased, and engag'd the King's Phyſician 
oe- to undertake his Cure. The Gentleman, by the 
Doctor's 


* 
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Doctor's Preſcriptions ſoon recover'd, hut thyff,,q 
Fool recover'd with him; his ſhining Parts wert 
unk and effac'd, and his Head reduc'd to its ori 
o bende 
As in the Inſtances I have given of the varioy 
Compoſitions, where Judgment and Diſcretiaſ; 
are no Ingredients, the Fool and the Madmu 
are ſo thoroughly mix'd, as to make a compounl 
Being, different in Kind from either of the con 
bining Principles; ſo it falls out that the Unit 
of them in ſome Conſtitutions is ſo ſlight a 
looſe, that like Wine and Oil but gently ſhoot 
together, they are not perfeQly blended and in 
corporated, but ſtill preſerye their diſtinct Ne 
tures. The Fool and the Madman are not hen 
ſo entirely united and conſolidate}, as to make 
Compound of a different Apellation; but in thi 
— _ 1 the Principle 
eparate. This ve Compoſition profif 
a- — inconſiſtent Race of Men, which - 
be denominated Lunatick Wits, in whoſe: 1lac 
Contexture the Madman breaking looſe from the 
Fool, and the Fool diſengag'd from the Mat 
man, often appear entire and uncompounded, « 
at leaſt in a great meaſure free from Allay. I 
this Complexion the Madman and the Fool {een 
to have compromis d their Differences; and be 
ing determin'd to act independently, ſhare the 
Government of the Man between them. The 
Madman, as Sovereign, takes Poſſeſſion of the 
Brain, and rules the Imagination, whence arilt 
that Acuteneſs of Thought, Quickneſs of Ap 
prehenfion, thoſe ſurprizing Turns of Wit, and 
that entertaining Humour, which are almoſt pe. nd 
culiar to this Species. The | Provinces where theſper 
Fool has Dominion, are the various ConcernsFar' 
and 


/ 
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the ad Affairs of Life; in which he acts as uncon- 
wereſſtroul'd, and ſhines as conſpicuous, as the Luna- 
oti ick does among the intellectual Powers. Heng 
t comes to paſs, that the ſpeculative Wiſdom 
ad the — Folly of this Tribe, illuſtra- 
ing and improving each other are both admi- 
able; and that famous Expreſſion may juſtly be 
pply'd to them, They never ſpeak a ſilly Thing, and 
a Wie one, 
It is from the Contemplation of this Species, 
hat a known Obſervation has been made, That 
great Wits have a Tint ure of Madneſs. The Rea- 
on of this Remark, I imagine is, becauſe that 
Ws in Proportion there are greater Numbers of 
its of this Kind, than of any other, ſo they 
re likewiſe the moſt eminent for ſpright] | 
magination, agreeable Strains of Raillery, ai 
enteel Satyr. A Wit of the Lunatick Kind has 
dpirits ſo expanded and inflam'd, that one Heat 
nore had made him a George Fox, or a James Nay- 
r; and the Tranſition is very eaſy from the 
rontier of this Tribe to the College in Moor- 
ds, While a Man of Wit cf this Claſs has ſo 
uch of the flegmatick Principle in his Make as 
dles the Lunatick, no Genius is more admi- 
ble either in Converſation or Writing; but 
uch are his Inequalities, and ſo many Excur- 
ons from Senſe appear in the Condus of his 
ife, that 'tis evident his Compoſition is incon- 
ſtent and extravagant. | 
All theſe Ranks of abſurd Productions in the 
pFational World, which I have mention'd, agree, 
$ has been ſaid, in one general Notion, namely 
diſcretion and Privation, or Abſence of Judg- 
dent; but the peculiar Properties and curious 
larticularities, which by a wonderful Fertility, 
; FP pro. 
"©... | 


1 4.422 


rio 


2 4 "I 


N 
158 The Lar-Monastery. [Ne 26. 
roduce ſubaltern Orders, are innumerable ; for 
or and Deviation is infinite; and no Mind is 
dow'd with ſufficient Sagacity to penetrate the 
minuteſt Receſſes of Nature, unravel the odd 
Complications of diſa * Principles, and tel 
where one Species ends, ind a new one begins. 

This is the Province of the Comick Poet, and 
perhaps no Nation on Earth furniſhes him with 
a greater Variety of Originals, or more fur. 
romp ridiculous and whimſical Characters u 

expos'd on the Stage, than our own Iſland; 
which is, I believe, the Reaſon that the Brit 
Theatre affords more Entertainment of this Kind 
than any of our Neighbours, who in Compar: 
ſon of us, are indigent of ſuch Diſtinctions ant 
Particularities. 


— 
— 
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* The Strong, the Brave, the Vertuous and 
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in . Sink in the Soft Captivity together. Cato. 
Kind 
par: 


3 and 


FrxiDar, January 15. 1713. 


T Here is no Paſſion has occaſion'd more Rail- 
lery from Men of Wit than Love, and none 
perhaps to which they themſelves are more ſub- 
jet. Philoſophers and Moraliſts are perpetually 
drawing up formal Declarations againſt it, yet 
are phe to ſecure themſelves from its Attacks. 
The Men of ſevere Contemplation are apt to 
deſpiſe it as Levity and Trifling, yet in their 
Lives are equally obnoxious to 1t with others. 
What a Scene of Diverſion muſt this afford to 
any impartial confidering Mind, that obſerves at 
once the Wiſdom and Weakneſs of theſe learned 
Lovers! | 
This uſurping Paſſion, which ſo often defeats 
the Judgment of the Wiſe, and puts them upon 
a Level with Men of ordinary Faculties and At- 
tainments, to humble them yet the more, never 
B Zifcommits greater Ravages than in thoſe Minds 
that are endow'd with the moſt elevated Capa- 
P 2 Cities. 


\ 
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cities, and humaniz'd with the ſweeteſt Diſpofi 
tions. The Spirits of ſuch Men are top fine to 
eliſh any Pleaſures which are not delicate, 
Their Imaginations, which are perpetually con. 
verſant with the moſt agreeable Objects; and 
that refin'd and ſoothing ſort of Melancholy, 9 
which they are naturally inclin'd, prepare a Sol 
for this Paſſion to take the deepeſt Root, and 
conſpire to heighten their Reliſh in the Enjoy. 
ment or Proſecution of its enchanting Amt, 
ments. Conſider theſe Men in one View, what 
Honours and Advantages are they not capable 
acquiring to themſelves and their Country ? Bu 
in another, what Ruin do they ſometimes brin 
upon both, when this {oft Seducer meets with to 
great an Indulgence ? Thoſe exceilent _— 
which with a proper Application would hat 
been of ſo Lok Uſe and Ornament to the Pot 
ſeſſor, ſerve only on ſuch Occaſions to work lik: 
Slaves under an 1mperious Tyrant, and make the 
wretched Owner more certain of Succeſs, in ob 
taining his defir'd Miſery. 
A Philoſopher with this Touch of Mind, cut 


himſelf off at once from all the Advantages i 


his high Employment. His Schemes of Reaſon 


ing are broken and confus'd ; his Maxims ſub 


verted; his Severity diſſolves into an unbridled 
Effeminacy ; and that noble Th'rſt after Know 
| ledge, which rais'd and animated all the Power 


of his Being, ſettles into an indolent Complacen 


7 8 in one belov'd Object. What a ſurprizin 
hange is this! The Man who exercis'd his ſu 
rior Reaſon in a generous Contempt of him- 

telf, in an enlarg'd Survey of the Univerſe, ant 


in a pious Adoration of its Author, 1s now tranſ 


ported with the Contemplation of a ſmooth Skin 


The 
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27 The Spots in the Sun were once the Employment 

poll of his daily Hours, which are now gaz'd away in 

e to a rapturous Admiration of the nice Triangles of 
date. Patches on Cloe's Face. Thus while we give our 

con. ſelves up to the Hopes of a fallac:ous Enjoyment, 

and we loſe that which is real; and, by a romantick 

„ to Purſuit after falſe Happineſs, we too often find a 
Sol Miſery which 1s not imaginary. 

When a Stateſman is ſo unhappy as to ahandon 
himſelf to this prevailing Paſſion, the Misfortune 
becomes yet more extenſive, and his Country of- 
ten ſuffers with him: While he ſpends while 
Evenings with his Miſtreſs, he can — find one 
idle Hour to throw away upon the State. All 
Affairs of whatever Importance to the Publick, 
are poſtpon'd or neglected for one private Paſ- 
lion ; ex. a Smile from Furelia is more valu'd 
than the Safety of a Nation: Or if his Vigilance , 
and Activity are not ſuſpended, they reccive, 
which is worſe, a new Direction; and with this 
Biaſs wrong Councels are given, or partial Mea- 
ſures concerted, in Subſerviency to a concealed: 
predominant Principle. The Inſtance is remark- 
able, which, as I think, is ſomewhere mention'd 
by Monſi ur Bar, of a General who engag'd 
his Prince in a new War, only with a ſecret De- 
ſign, by that means to be -mploy'd in a Scene 
pf Action, which wou'd afford him frequent 
Opportunities of ſeeing his Miſtreſs. 
wen Troilus, as a Soldier, ſhould form to himſelf 
ace nn heroick and ſettled Valour, ariſing from Mo- 
ves of Duty, and from a rational Expectation 
f future Happineſs; but as he has the Misfor- # 
une to be criminally in love, all his irregular - 
tarts of Courage ſpring only from the Hopes of 
| ecommending himſelf to a Perſon he ought ne- 

| N ; ver: 
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ver to think of, and of being ſome time or other 
rewarded with that, which would lunge him 

in Guilt and Miſery. What a 3 

tive is this! That a Man ſhould take up that glo- 

rious Profeſſion only as a Means to purchaſe 

Diſhonour, and become familiar with es of 

Death, with a Reſolution to be unfit for it. 

As Mr. JonnxNso was entertaining us upon 

this Subject the other Night, NED FareMay 
ve us a Letter out of his Pocket Book, which 

4. {aid was writ to the Siſter of a Gentlemu 

of his Acquaintance by a Captain of Horſe jul 

before the Battle of Blaregnies, 


E f , . 0; > S, _ 


Dax Crearury, 
c 1 Who do not know whether I have an Hou 
© to come in this World, cannot think « 
employing the preſent Moment any otherwil 
© than in breathing out my Thoughts to ny 
© Soul's Idol. Cou'd you imagine the Place wh: 
©] write, ſurrounded with Thouſands of Ene 
mies, ready to meet us with Deſtruction ; 0 
© did you hear the Sound of the Trumpet ſun 
moning me — to lay down that Life 
* which only for your Sake 1 wiſh to preſery 
© you would believe it not a little terrible. Ye 
* when I think on thofe dear ſoft Hours I han 
£ —5 with you; when I conſider that it ist 
FPaſſion for you that has engag'd me in thi 
© Courſe of perillous and uncertain Preferment 
my Apprehenſions turn to Tranſport ; and 
- © think on that with Pleaſure, which Natur 
could not look upon without an Agony, It 
impoſſible either to conceal or to expreſs ti 
* Rapture I was in at the Receipt of your al 
* obliging Letter. How often and how 0 


+ - *, 
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i (pang of Death, an 
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© ly did I read. over thoſe dear Lines, and how 
many times did I kiſs them! The Kindneſs you 
© expreſs will dwell upon my Soul at the Ap- 
t me into Exſtacies as 
am expiring. Oh! If I am not to live for 
your Sake, how willingly would I throw my 
Ef on the Mouth of the next Cannon, were 
but you preſent to give one Sigh, or to dr 
one Tear on my poor mangled Body. But 1 
am juſt now order'd to my Poſt. Muſt I then 
bid you farewel !---- Oh think on the dying 
E. M. 


Seßt. 11. N. S. 1709. 
Seven in the Morning. 


Are theſe Thoughts ſuitable to one in this Con- 
dition? Is this the Prayer of a dying Man? Me- 
thinks it would have been as proper to have ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to Heaven. This extatick Devo- 
tion to a Miſtreſs at the Point of Death, looks as 
if it were the End of a Man's Being, to ſpend 
his whole Life in her Adoration. Couley's fond 
Complaint of his belov'd Misfortune will occur 
to every one's Memory on this Ocgaſion. : 

Ah lovely Thief ! what wilt thou do? 

What rob me of Heav'n too 


Thou ev'n my Pray'rs doſt ſteal from me 
And I with wild Idolatry, 35 


Begin to God, and end them all to thee, | 
I ſhall add no further Reflections on this Sub- 


ec, when l have defired the Reader to conſider 


what is here offer'd only as an Endeavour to re- 
gulate this noble Paſſion, and not to extinguiſh 
it. Tho' the Beauty of the fairer Sex was not 
made to effeminate, it was certainly gd to 

75 Otten 
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ſoften ours; and without adoring their Charms 
we may with Reaſon admire them. That ſoci. 
able Vertue and that fine Humanity, by which 
the better Part of Mankind are diſtinguiſh'd, and 
which conſiſts not in a cold Indifference, but in 
well-order'd Paſſions, cannot but appear more 
beautiful in the Eye of the All-wiſe Being, than 
the ſullen Obedience of the moſt rigid Philoſo. 
pher. Ina Word, whoever pretends to be with. 
out Paſſions, cenſures the Wiſdom of that Power 
which made him ; and if Men of Senſe, for they 
alone are capable of chaſtis d Pleaſure, would ſo 
far admit Love, as not to exclude their necelan 
and important Duties, they need not be aſham 
to n one of the moſt valuable Bleſlings of 
an innocent Lite. 


NumBER XXVIII. 


Laborem otio, otium labore variare. Plin. Epiſt 


—— — — 


Monpar, January 18. 1713. 
II is natural for Men in Years to fall frequently 


into Diſcourſes concerning the Regimen of 
Health. Our Preſident Sir 8 LockER, 
who by a conſtant Temperance and Regularity, 
as well as by a ſettled Hood Humour, = pre- 
ſerv'd a hale and vigorous Conſtitution, is very 


deſirous to ſee all his Friends wear as well as - 5 
| 5 felf, 
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ſelf; and to this End, frequently entertains us 
with his ſalutary Maxims and Obſervations. He 
asks Dr. Lacown ſome curiqus Queſtion or other 
every Day at Dinner, concerning the Nature of 
Food and Liquors. He is well vers'd in the 
Knowledge of Simples, and often with great 
Zeal recommends to us his Sage Tea in a Morning; 
but cannot agree with NED FREEMAN on the 
Subject of Chocolate, nor with Sir AxrnHux Wim- 
BLETON, in his Opinion of a Glaſs of White-Wine 
before Dinner. 

This Gentleman, when he was Young, was 
particularly skill'd in the Uſe of the Long-Bow, 
and tells us ſometimes with extreme Pleaſure how 
many Fields in a Morning he has walk'd in Pur- 
ſuit of that healthful Diverſion. This was, it 
ſeems, his uſual way of relieving his Studies; 
and it is at his Defire that the Heads of à Diſ- 
courſe, which paſsd ſome time ago between him 
and Dr. Lacon on this Occaſion, were put into 
Writing, and are here preſented to the Publick 
for the Entertainment of this Day. | 

SINCE our Limbs are often weaken'd and ener- 
rated by Labour, and our Spirits exhauſted by 
their conſtant Agitation, ariſing from the Cares 
and Thoughtfulneſs of the Mind, Nature has 
provided the Returns of Sleep as a proper Means 
to recruit them. Sleep ſhuts up all the exterior 
Paſſes and Avenues, intercepts the Objects that 
wait at the Gates of Senſe, and denies them En- 
trance to the Apartments of the Brain, It draws 
the Curtain before the Figures, that during the 
Action of the Day form'd the buſy Scenes of Ima- 
gination, and ſuſpends the Intellectual for the 
Benefit of the Animal Faculties. By this Ceſſation 


of bodily as well as mental Labour, our Strengrh 


is 
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is repair'd, and our Alacrity renew'd, while the 
Oeconomy and Intereſts of the ſenſitive Soul co 
are _ attended to and promoted. w. 
Heſides this Proviſion made by Nature, Sports I ſel 
and Paſtimes have been invented, which by un- he 
+ bending the Mind, and gratifying the Fancy, Iſu 
exhilerate and revive us when we are weary and be 
uneaſy ; theſe are not only convenient and allow-Wor 
able, but often neceſſary, not only for the Repꝛ-· NV 
ration of our Bodies which ſuffer perpetui 
Waſte, and for the preventing numerous Diſtem- 
_ but likewiſe to enable the Faculties and 
owers of the Soul to repeat their Functions. 
The Mind of Man is an active Principle, and 
never tir'd by Motion; but our Spirits, the Or ef 
ans of our Senſes, and the Muſcles of our Limb, le 
y whoſe Mediation it exerts its various Oper Here 
tions, are wearing Inſtruments, that continualhij hu 
ſtand in need of Recruits: Human Life there. 
fore ſhould conſiſt in a conſtant Viciſſitude of Fa 
tigue and Diverſions ; Books and Buſineſs relieve 
the Body and Mind, by ſucceeding to a Satiety 
of Pleaſure, as much For Ss and Entertainments 
of Fancy, by renewing our Spirits, and impart 
ing to our Limbs freſh Vigour, reſtore to th 
Mind its former Vivacity. Thus Toil and Paſtim: 
Sports and Study are reciprocal Recreations tt 
each other. | 
But we find great Numbers of each Sex, wh 
make Life a continu'd Series of Diverſions, wit 
out the Intervention of Labour or Contempl: 
tion, while their Satiety ariſing from one Recre 
ation is never reliev'd but by another. | 
Mill Oſcitant is one of this ſort. About elevet 
in the Morning, after the Fatigue of a goo 
Night's Reſt, he refreſhes himſelf with his * : 
COlate Þ« 
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dul Ncolate; and the Toil of Dreſſing being over, he 
walks to ſome Gaming Houſe, and diverts him- 

arts ſelf at Cards or Hazard. This Recreation ended, 
un- Ihe revives himſelf with a good Dinner; and to 
ach [ſupport himſelf under this Burden, if Company 
and be with him, he gets new Spirits from the Bottle; 
ow. Nor from a Nap on his Couch, if he is alone. 
epi. weary of this he repairs to the Theatre for a 
tus Mocew Entertainment, by which he is again en- 
.em-Miiven'd, and enabled to bear a good Supper and a 
chearful Glaſs, or to engage in Play till two or 
three in the Morning; and then after great Ex- 
pence of Spirits in the various Entertainments 
f his Senſes, he ſolaces his _— Limbs wich 
leep, and ſooths the Laſſitude of his Mind, op- 


bern preſs d with a Succeſſion of Pleaſures, the only 
uallyMBufineſs of the Day. 

nere. As Will Oſcitant abhors the Exerciſe of his 
f Fa. Limbs, rallies pleaſantly the laborious and pain- 
lier ful Delights of Sportſmen, and ſpends his Life 
itietſſn Eaſe and ſedentary Satisfactions; ſo the Coun- 
nentry Gentleman is often raviſh'd with the moſt 
part ape" Paſtimes, and yet is not leſs idle than 

le Other. 


The Nature of Man being active, and his Fan- 
never at Reſt, not even perhaps in the ſound- 
ſt Sleep, we cannot conceive a more unſufferable 
Drudgery than that of having nothing to do. 
The Time of ſuch Perſons lies heavy on their 
ands, and therefore to ſhake off ſo grievous a 
burden, they undertake the moſt- difficult and 
veariſome Tasks, which by engaging their Imagi- 
ation, and keeping their Bodies in Motion, 
Who' for no other End than to deliver them from 
he Calamity of Inaction, are call'd Recreations; 


ad that Appellation, which ſhould properly be 
| | apply'd 
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apply'd. only to thoſe innocent Pleaſures that re- ls 
ſh us after Study and Buſineſs, is almoſt ap- 
propriated to thoſe that relieve our Idleneſs, F< 
| Ohen what other Foot can Tom Ranger call his if 
Sport and Diverſions by the Name of Recreation! iſ 
> Pleas'd with his Seat in York-/oire, he laughs at if 
the Beaus and Wits of the Town, and purſue he 
the ſame End that ill Oſcitant does, of erin 0 
one Diverſion by another, tho' by differen t. 
Means, without the Interpoſition of one uſeful 
or buſy Hour. After the continu'd Riot of two = 
or three Days and Nights with his intemperate Hi 
Companions, to cool his Head and refreſh his 
Body, he rides a Fox-chace of twenty Miles 
and to recover this new Expence of Spirits, thei © 
next Day over the Bottle he recites the ſurprizing 
Incidents, and runs all the Ground over again, 
He is in the Commiſſion of the Peace ; but if ou 
want Juſtice, you muſt be well mounted, follon 12 
him in his Chace, and bring the Criminal befor . 
him in the Field. Tho he has one of the mol © 
pleaſant Houſes and Gardens in the County, he; | 
1.13991 abandons home, and like a wild Man dwells in 
ES the Woods. The rude and noiſy Delights off | 
WE Bull-Baiting, thecruel Pleaſure of Cock: fighting. 
and the laborious Marches with Arms and Am 
munition to deſtroy the Game, in their Tun — 
ſucceed one another, and are the whole Employ = 
ment and Joy of his Life. 
— Recreation loſes its Name and Nature, when 
; it does not ſucceed Contemplation or Buſineſs 
Prudentio-is a Maſter of this Secret, and his Pr 
Rice is an Inſtance of it in great Perſection. He 
- divides his Cares and Diverſions ſo juſtly, that 
he is never tir d or diſguſted with either. When 
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he begias to feel his Buſineſe a Burthen, he re- ms, 
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" * BE laxes,and betakes himſelf toſome innocent Amuſe- 
© went; and when he has recruited his Spirits, he 
k. reafſumes his Buſineſs with his former Alacrity. 
nit KH his Body ſtand in need of Action, he walks or 
andes, or engages in ſome manly Exerciſe ; but 
if his Mind demands a Suſpenſion of Thinkin 

nen be gives it Eaſe by changing the Subject of has 
Contemplation, and makes the Variety of his 
em Studies relieve one another; and while he al- 
ful lows a juſt Proportion of Time, for his ſeveral 
wo Labours and Recreations, he is always in good 
zl Humour, eaſy in himſelf, and uſeful to others. 
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noll Eos & accuſamus & juſto odio digniſſimos du- 
be eimus, qui blanditiis præſentium voluptatum 
s deliniti atq; corrupti, quos dolores, quas mo- 
s ol /eſtias excepturi fint, occacati cupiditate non 


ting pravident. 3 
Am | | 
1 —— — — — — 
loy- W 1h 
WEDNESDAY, January 20. 1713. 
hen 5 | . 
nel all Arts and Sciences, the Art, if it may 
Pry: | be call'd fo, of * * of the 
He ut univerſal Concern. In my Third and Se- 


venth Papers, where I have given a eneral 
Then dea of my own Life and Genius, the Reader 
e re- may {ce deſcribd the Wandrings and incoherent 
es Q Pure 
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Purſuits of a Man fluctuating in his Fancy, reſt. ſth 
Jeſs in his Defigns, and determin'd in his Actions 
to no certain End. I have acknowledg'd, and 
muſt here repeat it, that it is to my firſt Acquain- 
tance with Sir EusTace LockEx that I owe the 
making of my Life a reaſonable and conſiſtent 
Thing. Before that Time, all the Amuſements 
and Pleaſures I had mark'd out to my ſelf wer 
but ſo many Diſappointments and Suſpenſions of 
my Happineſs. | ; 

A was lately turning over ſome Papers, among 
which I found a moral Diſcourſe to this Purpoſe, 
communicated to me by my good Friend many 
Years ago. I immediately read it to the Society 
and have their Leave for making it the Subject of 
this Day's Entertainment. 

As Weightor inbred Gravity is acknowledgd 
by Philoſophers to be the Principte of all Motion 
in the inanimate World, ſo Pleaſure is the 
Spring that begins and governs all the Actions of 
Beings endow'd with Senſe. As the Idea of iff 
awakens the Inſtincts of Brute Creatures, fo it! 
touches and attracts the 2 of Rational 
Agents; who, tho' they are free in the Choice off 

eans that lead to their End, yet being deter 
min'd to Pleaſure in general, they move and gre 
vit ate to it by an inevitable Impulſe. _ | 

Pleaſure, like Light, Sound, and other Ob 
jects of Senſe, is moſt eaſily conceiv'd and un 
derſtood by its own fimple Term. When th 
Word is nam'd, the Image it conveys appeatlff* 
ſtrong and clear to the Mind, but is darken'd© ) 
Explanations, and weaken'd with elaborate Del 
nations. | | . ; 

Various are the Kinds of Pleaſure ; ſome ariit 


from the agreeable Agitation of the Spirits, whe * 


— 
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eſt. the Paſſions adapted to give Delight are put into: 
ions ſa regular Motion, or the Appetites are gratify'd. 
andflby their — * Objects; and theſe are call'd 
ain-Corporeal or Senſual. There is another Kind of 
the Corporeal Pleaſure, which is not commonly taken 
tent notice of, namely, the Alacrity and goed Hu- 
ents mnour which ſpring from the Poſſeſſion of Vigour 
vereand perfect Health. This is a great deal more 
15 offithan meer Indolence of Body, as Cicero well ar- 
gues againſt Epicurus; for 'tis certain a Perſon in. 
onze full Bloom of his Youth, and Strength, enjoys 
ofe, more than one whoſe Spirits are benumb'd with 
1any a Palſey, or ſuſpe nded from Action in a Lethar- 
ety, pick Sleep; who, notwithſtanding, has all Epi- 
ons * of Body, that conſiſts in Abſence 
ff Pain. Other Pleaſures reſult from ſurprizing 
do'dEurns and Strains of Wit, from the Sport = | 
tion lay of Fancy, and from the bright Scenes of 
the ſprightly Imagination. 
ns of ſj But greater yet proceed from the Exerciſe of 
of ie ſupcrior Faculties of the Mind, the Under- 
ſo i and ing and Will; of which the firſt has Truth, 
onilldhe latter Goodneſs for its Object. The Philoſo- 
ce offer, who is taken up in ſublime Speculations, 
ſeter ad in ſearching the Cauſes of Things, and 
unks he has unravell'd ſome perplex'd Threads, 
nd brought to light ſome myſterious Conduct of 
: ature z as well as the Divine, who by lon 
I un-Ptudy believes he has at laſt found the right De- 
theton of ſome abſtruſe Point of Theology, are 
ear? Raptures of Joy for the happy Diſcovery. 
Pl But the hi beſt Pleaſure of which Man is ca- 
ble, ariſes from the Operation of the Will when 
embraces its proper Object, Goodneſs. This 
aich the Foundation of moral Excellence and hu- 
wheifnan Happineſs, and 2 Epicurus has ſtu- 
; 2 


pidly 
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pidly made the Supreme Good to conſiſt in a la- ec 
zy Indolence of Body and ſupine Tranquility offfciti 
Mind, for thoſe only remove the Impediments, ey t 
but by no Means expreſs the Conſtitution of 
Man's Felicity: Perhaps he thought the exert -. 
ing our rational Faculties was to be accountedfſtel 
Pain and Labour, whereas on the contrary, the 
Exerciſe of regular Intellectual Powers, attended 
with Delight and Complacency, is by no Means 
Labour, but active Quiet. | 

*Tis true, ſuch is the vitiated Taſte of the 
greater Part of Mankind, that few can reliſh any 
2 but ſuch as gratify their Appetites 
and therefore corporeal Satisfactions have al-* 
moſt appropriated the Name of Pleaſure. 'Thele 
univerſally engage and captivate us, and not or 
ly as they are more ſuitable to depray'd Nature ere 
but as they take Poſſeſſion of our Hearts by the! 
early Addrefles and ſirſt Acquaintance. + et 
is therefore a fruitleſs Attempt to diſſwad 
Men from the Purſuits of theſe Pleafures, un 

offer them greater in Exchange; for hum 

ature is ſo made, as before ſuggeſted, that i 
cannot be attracted by any Obj but as it api 
pears 7 9 and more ſo than others, 
more than one court our Choice. To previ 
then with Men to relinquiſh Criminal Deligh 
you muſt convince them they ſhall receive mori 
leaſure in the Practice of Vertue, and then the 
will agree, as of two Evils the leaſt is to be cho 
ſen, ſo of two Pleaſures the greateſt ſhould han 
the Preference. © 51 
The Pleaſures of the Body are incompara 
inferior to the ſolid Satisfaction, ſerene Joy, 2 
inexpreſfible Complacency, that reſult from th xitu 
Exeteiſe of our ſuperior Faculties. If bet g dlav 


*. 


ſecre 


. 
| * N 
Py A N 
2 1 
2 8 tans 


by ” 1 D 


29 Ne 29.) The Lar-Monagraar: 1:73; 
lu. dect, we cannot but be convinced that the Capa- 
 officities of the Soul, which bear ſo great an Affini- 
ty to the Nature of Angels, were defign'd to give 
us far greater * than thoſe: Corporeal 
\ppetites which we have in common with unin> 
— Animals. For ſince the Dignity and 8u- 
xeriority of our Being ariſe from our Rational 
owers, tis evident that the moſt refin'd, and 
ſubl ime Pleaſures muſt reſult from the moſt ex- 
ated and regular Action of thoſe Powers; which 
s but in other Words to expreſs a State of Bliſs: 
and Perfection. | 
Whoever chuſes the Favour and Fruition of 
e Supreme Being as his Happineſs, and makes 
t the — Ras of. his Actions, to pleaſe- 
is beneficent Author, will ſoon find ſuch a Dif- 
ute ſerence between Intellectual and Senſual De- 
* e that he will reje& the laſt, as unworthy. 
od 2 one's with 3 2 ws 2:2 
,adMclevate acity of contemplating and poſſeſ- 
nlelling the 33 of all Perfecklion. 7 10 
| he Practice of Vertue, with this View, deli- 
ers a Man from that Uneaſineſs and ſelf Diſplea- 
lure, that Diſſatisfaction and Remorſe, which 
ve the Fruits of forbidden Enjoyments : It re- 
{Wnoves bis fecret Fears and Miſgivings, and calms 
the Perturbations and ; At. of his Heart. A. 
Neailtleſs Man is at Peace with himſelf, and feels 
= delightful Harmony, and a regular Subordina- 
tion of his Superior and Inferior Faculties: He 
V pleas d when he reflects upon his Life, and ap- 
g himſelf for acting as becomes a Being of 
ntelletual Endowments : He cannot but taſte a 
ſecret Pleaſure to ſee himſelf Freed from that Ser- 
vitude to Vice, to which. ſo man voluntary 
Slaves. ſubmit, and from a painful” Drudgery in 
Q 3 making 
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making Proviſion for exorbitant 


tes, whic 


however does not mitigate, but inereaſe thei 


Thirſt. A Man of Chriftian Honour and Ver 
tue, by ſubduin 5 the Fears of his Diſſolutiot 
has ep the only Foundation of Happineſs i 
this Life. And while he ſteadfaſtly contemplate 
that Felicity, which is the certain Expectation 0 
—_— it wes y, which ae the to fee 
oſe Tranſports o which are Anticip 
tions of a happy . lity. 
Nothing more diſparages the Enj 
Libertines, than this Obſervation, that they w 
not endure to be cooly confider'd, nor abide th 
Teſt of Senſe. Let any Man who has mad: 
the Tryal, declare whether greater and more ſi 
lid Pleaſure does not proceed from the Conquel 
of an inordinate Inclination, than from the Grati 
fication of it. A Principle of Vertue, by r 
ſtraining our Appetites, ding our Defi 
and governing our Paſſions, I raiſing 6 
Thoughts above the low Aims of Ambition an 
Avarice, and bringing the Soul to one Point, ths 
Acquiſition of Immortal Happineſs, extinguiſt 
im it all Anxiety and Sorrow, ſettles it in Tr: 
uility, and fills it with unſpeakable Satisfaction 
Man in this Condition is ſequeſter'd from th 
Affairs of common Life, as if he had drawn! 
his Effects, broken off Commerce with the 
World, and was retir'd with the ineſtimable Poſ 
fefſion of à Mind at Reft. 
And as this eſtabliſhes Peace in his Breaſt, { 
it makes him eaſy and chearful in Converfation 
you ſee him perpetuall 2 — Humour, an- 
mk diſcern his F Hward tion breaking ou 


s Aſpect, his eur his Diſcourle, ane 
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in all the Expreſſions of Humanity and good 
Will to others. G. 2 
Were this conſider'd, it would remove the 
Brejudices which ariſe from falſe Repreſenta- 
tions, and Notions injurious to Vertue, and un- 
worthy of Religion. It would convince Men, 
Y that when they are — for 3 
Enjoyments, there is no to ſeduce them 
— tad — — —_ — the 
contrary to perſwade them only to relinquiſh ſome 
Pleaſures, for the Sake of much ny, ey and 
more permanent. 1 4 4:99 040 40 
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© Clauſtra pandite Janus, © * 
Virgo adeſt. C uu. 
Se-ed mon ego credulus illis. Virg. 


- 


FRIDAT, January 22. 1712 


| HE two following Letters relating to 

Po my Province, I am directed to publiſ 

them. They come from two ingenious 

ſt, {of Fewales, who have done me the Honour to T 
tion aogle me out for their Correſpondent. As to the 
firit, I foreſee Bufineſs increafing upon my Hands; 

gouf and if I receive any more Applications of that 

| and} Nature, I ſhall move the Sterhood, to appoint 

ig me by their Warrant Mafter of the — 
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for the introducing of Probationers to the Lay. 


Nunnery. 


E. FattMAy, 


Mr. FaxEMAN, Cambridge, Jan. 9. 1714. 


* 


THE Politeneſs and 8 Manners with 
which you anſwer'd the Letter of your 
fair Oxonian Correſpondent, has encourag'd me 


to make my Caſe known to you, which is not 
much unlike hers. | | 
My Fortune is but ſmall, but I am told l 
© have both Wit and Beauty, and I can't help be- 
© lieving it: I have a Crowd of Admirers, but 
the ſame Fate with Mrs. Si/verſcarf, never yet 
© to have been ask'd the Queſtion. This is a 
more fincere Confeſſion than moſt of our Sex 
in my Caſe would have been guilty of; who 
would rather have made a Vertue of Neceſſity, 
© and pretended to have refus'd what had never 
b been offer'd. But the whole Town will wit: 
© neſs for me, that my pious and honeſt Endea- 
* yours towards the Conjugal State have not been 
wanting; not a Lure, not an attractive Orna- 
ment have Iomitted ; nay, I have been ſome- 
© times accus'd of hanging out falſe Colours, yet 
* all to no Purpoſe. I have Admirers of all De- 
«© grees, who pretend to have a great Paſſion for 
© me; but when! ſugget laſting and honourable 
Terms, they profeſs they love me too well ever 
© to conſent to them. Strange! that a Woman 
« ſhould be reduc'd to wiſh the Indifferency. of 
her Lovers! | | 
Jo tell you the Truth, I am now upon the 
* Decline of my Beauty, and/Time paſſes away 
very faſt. The Doctors of this. Place date my 
Prime from their Admiſſion; and the . 
ä | + Beau- 
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« Beauties inſultingly ſay, Sure ſhe muſt uſe Art, 
gor ſhe could not wear ſo well. 

Theſe Mortifications are too great for the 
Spirit of a Woman to bear, and I'll never be a 
subject where I have reign'd a Monarch: Tis 
now high Time to abdicate, ſo I defire your In- 
( tereſt, which I dare ſay is not ſmall, with the 
fair Members of the Lay-Nunnery, that I may 
be admitted into their agreeable Society. My 
© Admirers ſhall ſee that 


Love has Wings, and will away. 
I am Your moſt Affectionate Lay-Sifter, 
AmMoRET. 
P. S. © I ſhall not refuſe to admit you to my 
Tea-Table now and then. 


To Mr. Freeman. 


Dear Mr. FartMAN, 
« Ul non invenit turba quod amaret inilla? You 
8 will be ſurpriz d, I ſuppoſe, to ſee Latin 
« writ in the Scrawl of a Woman's Hand ; but 
to ſhew you that I can tranſlate it too (as well 
as ſome French Ladies) I mean, That your Fra- 
« ternity, like their Writings, are adapted to 
« every Humour, the Grave, the Frolick, and 
« the —— No Temper, Age, or Sex, but may 
& reap Benefit from the Productions of the Lay- 
% Monks. But tho' I profeſs this Opinion of you 
« in the general, trahir ſua quemque volupras, I 
© own a more particular Eſteem for your ſelf. 
« This Foadneth, when I read your Papers, in- 
« fpires me to think all you ſay has a pleaſing 
% Turn, and an Air of Politeneſs ; tho? per- 
« haps it may partly proceed from Gratitude, 


« and 
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and from obſerving the great Reſpect you pay lu py; 


to our Sex. 4a 
„ And will you then, Mr. FREEZMAu, exclude f «« 

« your ſelf from us? What! Not ſo much as 2% Ly 
young Girl come to you from your Milliners ? I- by 
« *Tis very hard. You ſerv'd the Brotherhood u th 
e right when you made an Excurſion to the Lay- ſſ« dy 
« Nuns. « dy 
« Your Anſwer to the Lady's Letter from Or- N w 

% ford I thought very pretty; and now I men- I. nc 
tion Letters, it puts me in mind of Three or N. ſti 
Four I lately receiv'd from a Gentleman, with- 
„% out a Name; but being tir'd with a Corre- 
“ ſpondence (if I may call it ſo) which was on- 
ly on his Side, I never made any Return, but 
&* that of one of his own Letters unopen'd. By 
ie the by, the ſhorteſt I have, might be cut out 
% into half a Dozen Bullers Doux. Pray ſee how 
he bears this Indignity : I have now before me 
„ two or three Lines which he ſent by the Pen- « 
4 ny-Poſt directed with another Hand, ſo that II. c. 


% was betray'd to open it, and there read, «a 
« 1 
MapAx, F270 


HE Affront offer d me, in ſending back my Let- Na r. 
7 ter — 1 is inſufferable, — 8 me to Wc P 
ſuch Deſpair, that I will not end my Life, but make . 
it more miſerable, by complying with my Parents Deſire Na ö 
in marrying a Woman, whom I hate to the ſame Exceſs Nic 
that I once lowd you; and alas ſtill muſt I confeſs N 
that I am your Admirer ! « + 


« Is not this provoking now, when I don't I 
© know that Fever faw his Face? Well! you F« 
Men are ſtrange Creatures. Heu pietas hen Ya, 

a | ' « priſca « - 


CY 
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ay 
de 


8 4 
8 


« priſca fides | fuit Ilium c ingens gloria - Oh! for 
6 4 = thoſe bright — hm Days. 

« but 1 forget my Character when I write 
« Latin thus, without telling you how I came 
„ by it. You muſt know, therefore, that I am 
« the youngeſt of four Siſters. Our Mother 
« dy'd, and left us young; but we had an in- 
« dulgent Father, who took Care to have us 
« well educated, only in ſome things which did 
not fall under his Notice, wanting the Re- 
« ſtraint of a Mother, we are a little wild. But 
« what a long Preface is here, to tell you that 
« our Father perfectly underſtands the Latin, Ita- 
© lan, French and Spaniſh Tongues z and having 
no Son, and being willing to propagate in 
« each of his Daughters one of his Languages, 
« he provided us a Tutor, who was a Maſter of 
them all. We had each the Liberty of chuſing 

our Language. The Eldeſt, a merry Girl, 
« who can ſcarce forbear laughing at Church, 
© choſe French ; the next, of a haughty Temper, 
« who is always ſaying to me, Prithee, what does 
« rhe Child mean? pitch'd upon Spaniſb; the third, 
« of a anguiſhing Look, and much addicted to 
« reading Romances, took to Italian. I for my 
« Part had no Choice left, but was very well 
« 8 with my Lot, which was Latin. I en- 
« deavour to prove to them, that *tis unjuſt to 
call that a dead Tongue which is ſpoken or un- 
« derſtood by the better Sort of People through 
the whole World. If the third praiſe Taſſo, I 
« extol Virgil; when the firſt praiſes Boileau's Lu- 
te trin, I advance the Æneid; and, in ſhort, I 
* tell them, that tho' I'm the youngeſt, they are 
« grafted on my Stock, and all their Languages 
are deriv'd from the Reman, as the Kingdoms 

| « an 


a © 
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« and States wherein they are ſpoken, are found 
« ed on the Ruins of its wide Empire. 
« Tm glad of this Opportunity to tell mi 
« Siſters their own; they will never let me ſpe; ; 
% (tho' when Ido, 'tis perhaps with as muc 
« Senſe as any of them) but they cry, Pead 
% Pratler. But ſuppoſe they ſhould not ſee this? 
LI am afraid of your ſober Prefident Sir Er 
„ STACE ; tho' I cannot doubt Mr. FREEKMAN 
” good Nature will make Allowances for m 
« Sex, and not diſcourage a young female Scrib: 
% And what need is there that Sir Evsraci _ 
% ſhould ſee it? But if he muſt, pray let it bl 9 
« after t'other Flask; and do you defend it, il — 
« any of the Fraternity ſhould criticiſe, or a 
from Ariſtotle what Defign there is in this foo! L 
ih Letter, or where is the Connexion? Bu 
eff it will not paſs without Amendments, 'T a! h 
low no one to touch it except your ſelf. If 
« you do not put me out of Countenance b — 
«-flighting this, I will write to you often, and: 
% take more Pains in my next. My ſecond Sift: 
« talks of ſending you a Novel which ſhe h. gil 
done out of Saniſb; as the firſt will mak 
«You a Preſent of Moſiere's Cocts imaginare in Eu Inf 
« [;þ; and the third has been theſe four Month 
| * compoſing an I:al:«» Opera, which ſhe intend: 
* to dedicate to Sir Evsrace. In ſine, Mr. FaziY C 
” _ « Man (for my Hand is weary with writing) 
1 „would, not have you deſpiſe the Works off pl 
three ſuch ſcabantes Femmes, as my eldeſt Siſtet P 
te ſays they are, for ſhe won't allow me to be one 
« but I appeal to you, and will only add, that gr 
« Tam ſte dolo, Yours © ls 
| 2 Ab ovo uſque ad _ E 
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t b The Parallel between Poetry and Painting. 


D 


R. LAcox, Mr. Jonnsown and my ſelf were 
— taking a Walk one Evening laſt Summer, 
when on a ſudden a dark and thick Cloud ga- 


J ther'd in the Eaſt, which was adorn'd with a 


beautiful Rainbow. 'This Proſpe& gave me Oc- 


ff cafion to mention Sir I. Newton's Principles. How 


juſtly has that great Philoſopher aſſerted the Ori- 
ginal Diſtinction of thoſe —— the Conflu- 


| Jence of which produces this bright Compoſition 


L F 


3ER 


You ſee, ſaid I, in this 


which we call i 
ams of the Sun being inter- 


Inſtance that the 


| cepted, modify'd and refracted by the black Sur- 


face of the Cloud, can no longer keep their 
Complication entire, but the Coalition is £6>1v'd 


and the Parts are actually diſynited. Here vr 
Jplainly diſcern the Threads of this ſhining Aggre- 


gate unravell'd and diſplay'd in their native Co- 
lours. Your Obſervation, ſaid Dr. Laco, is in- 


gtructive and delightful, and the Sight of this 


curious Arch drawn by one Look of the Sun has 
awaken'd in my Mind 8 concerning Na- 
1 ture's 


- 3 BR 


PX 
* 
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«ure's Skill in Painting. What a _— Re- 


preſentation is this of ar bright Bb , imbib'd 
and diſſipated in a Mirror of obſcure Vapours! 
Yet if we extend our Obſervation further, we 
Mall find an infinite Variety of Objects of this 
Kind, which excite equal Admiration and Plea- 
ſure. With what wonderful Succeſs has Na. 
ture painted all the Scenes of this wide Theatre, 
the World? How maſterly are her Deſigns, how 
— --9j bold her Draughts, how — her 
Touches, and how rich and beautiful is her Co- 
Jouring ? It is with inimitable Skill that ſhe ma- 
e proportions her Lights and Shades 

mixes and works in her Colours; the Gar- 
dens ſmile with her Fruits of different Dye, and 
the Verdure of the Fields is beautifully varied 
by different Flowers. What Pencil can expreſ; 
the glowing Bluſhes of the Roſe, the gloſſy 
White of the Lilly, or the rich Crimſon of the 
Amaranth? What Maſter can delineate the 
changeable Colours in the Neck of the Dove, 
and in the Tail of the Peacock, arifing from the 
Rays of Light glancing and playing among their 
Feathers? Here Dr. Lacon pauſing, Mr. Jonw- 
son ſaid, Nature, no doubt, is an inimitable Pain- 
ter; but when I reflect upon the Beauty, Varicty 
and Harmony of the Univerſe, I am apt to con- 
Kder that as a fine Poem which you look on as 2 


finiſh'd Piflare. This ſtarted a new Subject of 
Diſcourſe, and gave us Occafion to confider the 
© warious Inſtances in which theſe two Arts, Paint- 
ing and Poetry reſemble each other till our Con. 
verſation was broken off by a Servant that call'd 
us to Supper. The next Morning I recollected 
the Heads of our Diſcourſe, and form'd them 
into the following Eſſay. 8 


1 
. 
5 We 
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de. Tho' the Melody of the Voice and that of 
4 | Mufical Inſtruments bear a great Reſemblance to. 
rs! | the Charms of Poetry, as they are expreſs'd. in. 
we || harmonious Numbers, and a pleaſing Cadence of 
his | Words, yet the Aﬀinity between Poetry and 
ea. © Painting muſt be allow'd to be much greater. 
Va. Tis an univerſal Obſervation, That there is a. 
re, great Similitude between thele Siſter Arts; but. 
ow the Parallel between them not having yet been 
her drawn at Length, 1 will give an imperfe& Sketch: 
do. Jof ſome Features and Properties in which they 
6 agrees that have not as I remember been touch'd: 
before. 
> It is obvious at firſt View that the diſtinguiſh- 
ind] ing Difference of theſe Arts from others, confiſts: 
jed in an Imitation of Nature; and that the more 
excellent and perfe& they are, the nearer they. 
approach to an entire Reſemblance- of it. As. 
moral Truth is the Conformity. between our 
Thoughts and Aſſertions, ſo the Truth of Paint- 
ing is founded in the Similitude between. the- 
Picture, and the Exemplar in the Mind of the 
Artiſt, where it is firſt imagin'd, and has an 
Ideal Exiſtence previous to that on the Canvas: 
But tho' a Picture may be true in this Agreement 
with its Original, in the Painter's Fancy, yet if 
that Original is wrong conceiv'd, and has a ma- 
nifeſt Difformity to Nature, the Picture is juſtly 
ſaid to be falſe and ill conceiv'd; and in this 
reſpect Poetry exactly reſembles her Siſter Paint- 
in 


The Painter is a Poet to the Eye, and the Poet: 
a Painter to the Ear. One gives us Pleaſure by. 
filent Eloquence, the other by vocal Imagery.. 
One ſhows the Art of Drawing and Colouring by 
the Pen, the other ha a Elegance exprefles: 

| 2 ar 


wem 
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a poetical Spirit by the Pencil. When a Poet 
has form'd an admirable Deſcription of a Palace, 
a River, or a Grove, the Reader in Tranſport 
cries, What fine Painting is this ? 

Painting is divided into various Kinds, 'ac- 
cording to the Variety of the Objects it repre- 
ſents, and the different Manner of repreſenting 
them. Groteſque Painting, in which the Dutch 
excel, ſometimes exhibits an Aſſemblage of 
Country Drolls at a Fair ora Wedding, and ſome- 
times the Humours of a Sot, or a hen-peck'd 
Blockhead. This Species therefore has a great 
Likeneſs to the Low Poets, who write humo- 
rous Ballads, Farce and Burleſque Verſe, the 
End of both being to move Laughter. 
Another Species of Painters delineate Landskips, 
and convey to the Eye pleaſant Proſpects. They 
abbreviate Space, contract a Country, and grace 
the Apartments of a City-Palace with a Variety 
of Rural Scenes ; Groves ſpread their Branches, 
Rivers flow, Fountains weep, and Shepherds i 
tend their Flocks, in Rooms of State; and 
ſzmetimes the SpeQators are entertain'd with 
the Views of ſolitary Deſarts, harmleſs Monſters I 
and unfcightful Terrors. And this Sort may be 
juſtly compar'd to the Writers of Paſtorals, whoſe Þþ 
Province it is to exhibit to the Imagination the 
ſame Objects. 

The Face-Painters, or Limners of Portraits, 


impaſſionate Life, are not ally'd to any diſtinct 
Species of Poets; but they reſemble thoſe 
that deſcribe a graceful or a de form'd Man. 
- But they are more aptly compar'd to thoſe 


Poets, who to celebrate the Praiſes of the _ 
| © 
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One by whoſe Beauty they are captivated, deli- 
eate her Face and deſcribe the Charms of her 
erſon ; fo is Lesbia drawn by Horace, and Laura 
Tt Aby Petrarch. ; ; 
But the Similitude between Heroick and Tragick 

c- Poetry and Painting of Hiſtory, the two moſt 
re- excellent Kinds of imitating Nature, is the moſt 
ng Econſpicuous:.* As the Epick and Tragick Poets, 
< by the warm Ideas they convey, touch all the 
of Springs and Movements of our Minds, and take 
1e- Ppoſſeſſion of our Hearts, by propagating their 
d ſown Paſſions, and tranſmitting their very Souls 
eat Winto our Boſoms ; ſo the Maſters of the great 
10- (Manner in painting Hiſtory, who expreſs in their 
Pieces great Deſign, generous Sentiments, and * 
he Dignity of the ſublime Stile, animate their 

nvas with the moſt lively and active Paſſions. 
All the Emotions of the Heart appear in the 
Faces of their Figures with the utmoſt Spirit” 
nd Vivacity: The whole Soul is collected and 
xerted in the Eyes, which ſometimes flaſh with : 
Fury, and ſometimes are tranſported with Joy, 
nd pr up-lifted with Admiration; in one Piece they · 
th Are fill'd with Horror and Conſternation, and in 
ers nother they melt with tender Affection. 
be What Poetical Deſign and Deſeription, what: 
oſe kn Epick Imagination does Raphael ſhow in his- 
he relebrated Piece of Conſtantine and Maxentius? 
ind what maſterly and admirable Painting does 
Virgil expreſs, when he deſcribes the. Battle. of: 
he. Latins and the Trojans, 
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4 Continuation of the Parallel between Poetry 
and Painting. 


9 


HE Maſters of the Pencil often take their 
Ideas, and borrow the Paſſions they would 
exhibit, from the Writings of the Poet, while 
the Painter is himſelf but the Copyiſt, and the 
Poet the Original. Tis obſerv'd of Raphael the 
moſt famous in his Art, that he form'd the Jupiter 
in his Pſyche, by the admirable Diſcription of 
that Deity in Yergil, when Venus addreſs'd her 
Petition to him. Nor is the Poet in his Turn 
leſs oblig'd to the great Pieces of the Painter, 
who often fits to the Poet, while he forms his 
Ideas; and inſpired by the lively and paſſionate 
Figures EK in Colours, tranſlates the Pain- 
ter, and turns the Picture into Verſe. 

The Siſter Arts, to heighten their Images, 
and ſtrike our Minds with greater Force, a- 
gtee to repreſent human Qualities as * 

an 


tl 
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and to endow them with their peculiar Proper- 
ties. They deſcribe Vertues in the Form of God. 
deſſes, and Vices in that of Furies, and give to 
each their emblematical Diſtinctions. Thus 


Juſtice holds her Sword in one Hand, and her 


Balance in the other; while Fame is provided 
with Wings and a Silver Trumpet. And thus 


the Portraits of Sin and Death, as animated Be- 
ings, are admirably drawn by Spencer, and after- 
wards by Milton, to move Deteſtation and Ter- 


ror. 

The Heroick Pen and Pencil equally conſpire 
to preſerve to Men the Memory of their illuſtri- 
ous Progenitors, to record their great Deeds, to 
reſcue their Names from Oblivion, and in ſpite 
of Mortality and the Tomb, to continue the Ex- 
iſtence of Heroes and Heroines. They annihi- 
late intervening Time, and make paſt Ages in a 


Manner preſent, that the Living and the Dead 
may converſe together, and that the Vertues and 
Atchievements of Anceſtors may inſpire their 


Sons with generous Reſolutions to imitate their 
reat Example. To be thus tranſmitted to Po- 
erity, as Objects of Praiſe and Admiration, is 


that alluring Idea of Immortality, by the Im- 


ave in all 


= of which ſo many great e 
on to the moſt 


ges been animated and puſh 
hazardous Enterprizes. 
As it is the Pro 
ing, as well as of Epick, Poems, to excite Pleaſure 
and Admiration, by _ before us the impor- 


tant Actions of illuſtrious Perſons ; ſo they agree 


in this, that in each diſtinct Work of this Kind 
of Painting and Poetry, there is but one prinei 
Agent, and but one chief Action, to which all the 
other real or imaginary Characters in a _—_— 
u — 


y of Heroick Pieces of Paint- 


ö 
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Subordination mult be referr'd. If this Relation 
and Connexion of the Characters and the under 
Actions is not preſerv'd, that, is, if they do not 
conſpire to carry on and influence the main De- 
fign; the Unity in each is broken. 

It is the End of each of theſe Species, not on- 


| 

ww i 
ly to move the Paſſions, but to inſprre ergo 
* 4 and convey to the Mind Moral and 
3 Divine Inſtruction. Beſides the admirable Pieces 
| of Devotion which. are frequent in foreign Coun- 
tries, who can view in our-own the Cartones of 
Raphael, and. ſee Ananianſtruck dead in an Inſtant 
by the Breath of an Apoſtle, and not receive aw- 
ful Impreſſions of Divine Vengance, and of Indig- 
nation at the Guilt of Perjury ? If any Man can- 
not find enongh in Elymas the Sorcerer, depriv'd 
| in a Moment of his Sight, and groping fr his 
& Way at Noon-Day, to reverence the Power and 


aſtice of the Supreme Being, he muſt himſelf 
> another Miracle of intellectual Blindneſs. 
Is it poſſible to obſerve the filent Eloquence, 
earneſt Aſpect and devout Air of St. Paul preach- 
ing, or to contemplate the various Shapes and 
Characters of Attention, Contrition, Sh 
Contufion,, Admiration and-Complacency fo per- 
fectly expreſs'd'in-the ſeveral Faces of tHe, Audi- 
ence,-and not be touch'd with the like Paſſions ? 


2 


| < 


that notwithſtanding the Painter and the Poet 


have many peculiar Advantages to make Men: 


. * wiſer and better, by 0 excellent Senti- 
ments, and exciting generous Paſſions; yet the 
SpeRators of one, and the Readers of the other 
are for the moſt part ſo entirely taken up with 
the Art and Beauty of the Eee that they 
ſeldom attend to the, moral Inſtruction, whence 


ame, 


I ſhall diſmiſs this Head, when I have obſerv'd, 


it 
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t comes to paſs, that theſe Maſters ha ve many 
\dmirers, and but few Converts. ; 
The Peices of great Artiſts by the Improve- 

ment they receive from Time are heighten'd in 
heir Value, and many Painters have been ad- 
s ſnir'd and applauded in After-Ages, who were 
1 — and decry'd while they liv'd. Corregio's 
Pictures are now celebrated among the moſt ex- 
. Fellent Works of that Art, yet in his Life-time 
f ey were fo little regarded, that the Author 
t Nranted Bread with one of the beſt Pencils of 
„ rope in his Hand. Mr. Dryden, in his Verſes 
„. Sir Godfrey Kneller, has beautifully expreſs'd 
i. Ihe Advantages that good Pictures receive from 
d Pee. „ | 


d For Time ſhall with his ready Pencil ſtand, 
if Retonch your Figures with his ripening Hand; 
8. Mellow the Colours, and imbrown the Teint, 


e, Add ev'ry Grace that Time alone can grant; 
h- To future Ages ſhall your Fame convey, 

id And groe more Beauties than he takes away. 
e, 


pply'd to Poetry, ſince Time often obſcures ra- 
he other Part of the Parallel holds, and it is a 


eſs valu'd by their Contemporaries than by Po- 
erity. There cannot be a more evident Demon- 


vhoſe Poem, which is juſtly now acknowledg'd 
0 be the moſt admirable Production of Britiſh 
enius, lay many Years, to the great Diſhonour 
\ce Pf that Age, unread and little reſpected. After- 
it Ages, who are free from the Deluſons of 8 

5 Y 


r. This laſt Obſervation indeed cannot be exactly 
her than beautifies the Difion of the Poet; yet 


ommon Remark, that many eminent Poets are 


ration of this, than the Fate of our great Milton, 
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Envy and perſonal Diſlike, will impartially judge 
of Poems, and decree them the Eſteem due to 
that Merit, which the Paſſions of the 'Times, 
in which the Authors liv'd, would not ſuffer 
Contemporaries to diſcern, er not to acknow- 
ledge. When diſintereſted Poſterity holds the 
Balance of Juſtice, to weigh the real Worth of 
a Poem, it will firſt refine and purify it from all 
the Allay caſt in by Malevolence and Detraction; 
- as on the other hand it will efface all ungenuine 
and adventitious Beauties imparted to it by the 
Indulgence of Friends, or the Zeal of a deſigning 
Party: And when the Merit of ſuch a Writing, 
being freed from unnatural Mixtures, ſhall be 
reduc'd to Standard Fineneſs, and put into equal 
Scales, it will paſs like the Coins of Princes in 
foreign Countries, only by intrinfick Weight and 
Purity. Poſterity will infallibly aſſert their Li. 
berty of judging for themſelves, and tis certain 
their Determination will be impartial ;' which, 
if the Paſſions of human Nature are confider'd, 
is impracticable before. | 
The Painter ſometimes debaſes the Dignity 
of his Art, ſhocks the modeit Spectator by the 
Immorality of his Pieces, and tranſmits by the 
Eye, which is the moſt warm and immediate 
Manner of Conveyance, impure Ideas to the 
Mind. *Tis ſurprizing to obſerve in ſome Col. 
le&ions that adorn our Rooms, the Ranging and 
Order of the Pictures: Here you behold a devout 
Martyr in the Agonies of Death, and next to it 
laſcivious Jupiter; in one Place a penitent Mag- 
dalen dulv in Tears, and not far off a naked 
Venus, Which is juſt as if one ſhould ſee in 
Lady's Cloſet an obſcene. Author and a Prayer. 
Book lying together; or, which is frequen 


2 | among 
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ge among us, Poems of Devotion and wanton Son- 
to fl nets, Hymns to the Supreme Being, and Praiſes 
es, ¶ to Cupid, huddlcd together in the ſame inconſiſt- 
fer ent Volume. If. | 
w- The Comick Writers, and the petulant Verſify- 
he ers, often proſtitute their Genius no leſs than the 
of Painter; and to court the Favour of thoſe who 
all Neſpouſe the Intereſt of Vice and Impiety, break 
n ; fthro' the Reftraints of good Senſe. and Decency, 
ine I and often entertain the Audience at the Expence 
the of Religion, Vertue, and Innocence. | 


ng, 0 


oy © _. NuMptk XXXIII. 
Ur eee 
+ | Dixiſti pulchre ; nunquam vidi melius con- 
r d. filium dari ! Ter. 

| Mirabor fi ſciet inter 


nity} Noſcere mendacem verumq; beatus amicum. 


Hor. 


— 


—_ 
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and A 3 was ſtarted the other Day, among 
the Members of our Society, What were 

the chief Marks of a | ah Mind ? We all gave 
ur Opinions differently, according as we were 
led to think on a Subject ſo ſuddenly propos d, 
and which would admit of a TEE of Jud - 
yer · ments. I could not 2 be extreamly pleas'd wit 
what Sir EusTAcz ſaid on this Occafion, that he 
thought 


ther. Inſtead of confi ering the Matter pro 


A ">. 
- -—_ — — wo —— _ 


little Occafion for Capacity or 8 Hi 


Cards, to ſee a Play, vifit a Friend, or to ſhut 


- 
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thought one of the chief Signs of a great Mind 
was 1 capable of receiving Advice. This Capa- 
city is ſo rarely found, that we fee the greateſt if 


Part of the World are agreed upon the Matter, 


and ſeem _reſolv'd by Conſent to play the Hypo- 1 
crites with one another. The Perſon that ask; 
Advice very often means nothing by it, but to 
tell you what he has either done > ivy or will 
certainly do. The (Giver of Advice is aware c 
this, and therefore repays one Cheat with ano- 


pos d, he is fifting his Friend, like a Fortune 
teller, to get out of him proper Intelligence; 
and by that time he has diſcover'd his Inclination 
the Queriſt has anſwer'd himſelf. 

It is by Means of this Weakneſs in human 
Nature, continu'd Sir EusrAck, that Great Men 
are ſupply'd with Flatterers, and Princes with 
Favourites. The latter, inſtead of ſtudying th: 
State, find it a ſhorter Way to ſtudy the Paſſion 
of the Prince they ſerve. Such a Counſellor ha 


Buſineſs lies in à narrower Compaſs. He on) 
Waits, like an Eccho, to hear his Prince ſay, 
will do it; and he immediately replies, Do it. 

This, fays NxD FREEMAN, is my Kinſmat 
Tom Carleſs's Way of governing his Wife. She 
never takes the leaſt Step without his Approb: 
tion. If ſhe has a Mind to take the Air, to go v 


her ſelf up, and ſee no body, ſhe never fails t 
ask his Opinion firſt. Tom puts on a grave Fact 
and violently perſwades her to what be know 
The is refoly'd on. She conſtantly obeys hin 
.and he is by this Means the moſt abſolute Gc 
vernour in the World. | BY 
e 


— . 
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nd There is no Article in which we meet with 
be more frequent Inſtances of the Hypocriſy of 
eſt aſking Advice, than in the Affair of Marriage. 
Mr. Joxnson, on this Occaſion, put us in — 
ry an humorous Scene of Moliere, in which this is 
I pleaſantly rallied : And as I fancy a ſlight Sketch 
of it may be diverting to ſuch of — as 
are not acquainted with the Original, and will at 
the ſame time fully expreſs the Moral defign'd in 
this Paper, I ſhall here give it, without the 
Strictneſs of a cloſe Tranſlation. h 


BurrLls and FraAnkLy meeting. 


Buffle, Dear Mr. Frankly, you are well met. I 
was going to look for you. 

Frankly. Upon what Occaſion, pong! 

eff You muſt know I have an Affair upon my 
Hands, a Matter, I aſſure you, of Conſequence z 
h, and it is always prudent upon ſuch Occafions to 

Juke the Advice of ſome ſolid and judicious 
Friend. 
Fran. I'm oblig'd to you. Pray what is it? 
Buff. I'll tell you. But firſt you ſhall ſwear 
Wot to flatter me. Don't imagine I am to be put 
off with a Compliment ; I muſt have your real 
Opinion. rn 1 
= Fran. You ſhall. 
hull. Buff. I know the oy of the World; Since- 
Is tlfity is ſcarce. But I deſpiſe the Man that calls 


iimſelf my Friend, and will not ſpeak freely. 
owl Fan. Well, you are in the right. But to the 
\tair, 


Lou promiſe me then, upon the Faith of 
Friend, that you'll be * 1 with me. 
her Fran. I do, But PRES ir? 


of *v 
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. Why, what do you think if I fhould 
Fran, Who ? You marry ? What my Friend 


Mr. Bu ſſie marry ? 
| bur Yes I; I my ſelf, in my own proper 
.Berſon, your Friend and Servant Jeffrey Bu ffle. 
Fran. I can't tell. You muſt anſwer me a 
Queſtion or Two before I can adviſe you In 
the firſt Place, How old are you ? 
Buff. How old am ?----1 don't know How 
.old ?-— Why what ſfigmfies that? I am ſound, as 
vou ſee, and hearty. Troth, I can't very well 
tell bow old. 
Fran. No? That's ſtrange. Pray how old 
were you when we were firſt acquainted ? 
| Puff I don't know---- Twenty, I believe; | 
could not be more. | Bra. 
Fran, 1think we were Eight Years together at 


Rome. 
+ Buff. Well. | | 
© Fran, Seven Years I have heard you ſay you 
were in France. | 
Buff. Well. 
Fran. How long did you ſtay afterwards in 
Holland? 
Buff. Five Years and a half. 113 
Fran. Do you remember in what Year you 
came home to England? 
- Buff. In the Year 1695. 
Fran. From 1695 to 1713 1s Eighteen Years, 
take it; and Five Years in Holland is Three and 
Twenty. Seven in Fance makes Thirty. Eig 
at Rome is Thirty-Eight ; and Twenty, is Filty 
Eight. So that by your own Account, Mr. Buff 
ou muſt be now about your Fifty-Eighth 0 
| Hifey-Ninth Tear. Is not this true? a 
| | | uf 


———— 


— 


— 
— 


by 
Ag 


OU 


in 


Age, quotha? Why, ſigniſies my Age ? I 
4 | 2 


6 * * " * * 
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Buff. True? No. It's impoſſible. Tou are | 
miſtaken, Mr. Frankly - you are out in our 
Reckoning. I 
Fran. Pardon me, I'm not out in my Reckon- 
ing. Look you, Mr. Buffle, you have made me 
promiſe to be fincere with you; and therefore n Ma 
plain Terms, Marriage, in my Opinion, is not 1 
our Buſineſs. It is a Matter on which young 
People ſhould think deliberately-before they. en- 1 
ter upon it, and old ones not at all; and if it 
ſometimes happens to be a Folly, how inexcuſa- 
ble would that Folly be at an Age in which we 
are expected to be wiſer? I ſpeak my naked 
Thoughts: Marriage is honourable ; but for a 
Man of your Years to think of marrying ! Come, 
come, you are well as you are at preſent, and 
why will you venture a Change which may prove 
for the worſe * | | 1 
Buff Hark you, . Frankly, am reſolv'd to mar- | 
9 
ear 


x , 
. & * 
8 


e ſee. I have not told you yet who the 
| ture is: Look you, Sir, I ſhall not be 
ſo ridiculous as you imagine. 7 
Ban. O that alters the Caſe. You did not tell | 
me that. 418 
Buff. Such a Woman, Mr. Frankly, ſo fine a wi 
Woman! In ſhort, Iam in Love with her. ' 
Fran. You are in Love, you ſay? vin dat 'N 
Puff. Pofitively ; and have ſettled Matters ö 4 
with her Father. | | 
Fran, With her Father ? 6 ph 
Buff. Moſt certainly. You muſt know we are 
to be marry'd to Morrow Morning. F 11 
Hun. O your humble Servant. Marry, marry: 
by all means, | 5 75 Wann 
Buff. Why ay--- I can't do better, I think. My 


* 
* 
. 


9 
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am no Cri you ſee; I can walk. I don't 
_ 1 . or 2 47 * 2 have a Sto- 
mac e a Plo an.--- I deſpiſe your youn 
ps of Thirty. 3 in my Face, I am hale, ti 
and ſtrong; and have all my Teeth in I p; 
my Head as found as a Blackamoor's. My Age 


— — Ha, Mr. * what d'you ſay fo po 
me now? e 
Fra. * 


Buff. 1 will. You muſt know I had once 2 ry 
great Averſion to Matrimony ; but I have alter'd 
my Opinion. I would beloth the Race of the of 
. ſhould be loſt. 

Frau. O by no Means. 
Bie. Then you adviſe me to marry ? 
Fran. _ e you? You muſt, you ſhall marry 
ll never forgive you, if you t. You ES 
Tikes 11 8 atch your Affair as ſoon as 3 


2 your Opinion? | — 
fl 2 2 8 


9 Dear Mr. Frank let me 

Well « faithful Friend b, a Jewel. 1291 
Fa. One Word more. Pray who is to be the | — 
happy Lady 2 
4 Ariett a. 
= drietta? What, the young, the bright, 
a the ga Arietta? 

| ” The ſame... _ ' 
Ban. Bleſs me! What TrapwelPs fine Daugh- 


ter ? | 
-- Buff. Ay— What, you know her? Ha, what 
do 2 to it, Mr. Frankly ? 
5 ng — You'l t 
be acl marry - 


— 


W 
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4 16 D'ye think ſo? Well, you've charm'd 
t Lam infinitely oblig d to you for your Ad 
* view; Pray come th my Vedding. 
8 Fran, 1 will— The nA he gay, this bei 
©, | tiful Arietta! to Mr. 3 effrey Buffie, who is but 
my = Eig ht!-- A moſt a ole Match! A delici- 
ot Mr. Buff, T kit your Hands. 
"Buff Honeſt Frankly, Fare thee well--- Hark 
e, be ſure you don't fail to come I don't 
now how it Nd pens, but all the World is mer- 
i that hears of this Match! I ſhall be prodigi- 
d ouſly hap Well, I am now the moſt mes. 
ne of Mort fot 


— — 1 n — | YA 1 
»1C Ni 
UMBER XXXIV. 
le. N 8. | : 
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re yet in Embrio, the wild and furious Princi- 


Hegmatick get the Dominion, yet there ſtill re- 


glim- 
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J Have rep repreſented in a former Diſcourſe 5 ; 

minant Madneſs allay'd with Folly, and in 
this I ſhall conſider prevailing Folly ſprinkled: | 
Jvith Madneſs. Tho' in the — of contend- 
ing Ferments, while the Individuals of this Kind 


ples are at laſt overpower'd, and the crude and 


mains interſpers'd in _ a p n Tot ſome 
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Len Streak of Mother Wit, and Diſ- 
el be elemental Madman. 

As thoſe Productions, in which the Madman is 
not half tam d, and but ſlightiy rd with 
the Fool, may be denominated Lunatick Wits ; ſo 
where the Madman 3 is ſhackled, by being through- 
1 and kneaded into the Fool, if the Ba- 

* is confiderable on the Side of the latter, 
_ the Denomination muſt always ariſe from 


Ae Fools. * 


As in the general by the firſt fund amental Set- 
Hlement in theſe Gon? exions, the greateſt Share 
of Authority is lodg'd in the Fool, and the Mad- 
man, who is apt to be ſeditious, is manacled, 
and under Hatches ; ſo the exuberant Ferti- 
lty of theſe dull Animals is determim d to various 
— limited by their peculiar Ideotiſms and 

racters of Stupidity. This Temperament of 

the from being abſolute; 3 
38 the Government of the Man = mtruſted 
with him, and the Paſſions and Appetites com- 
manly are obedient to his Dictates, yet Sercks Mad- 
man will often break looſe: Tho' buried in a 
Flegmatick Heap, like Frceladss under Etna, 
he will now and then ſhake himſelf, and ftriving 
0 make terrible Commotions; and it 
is from the different Proportions of Strength ſer- 
fled the Madman by the original Compact, 
and the various Limitations under which the 
Fool muſt act in different Perſons, that theſe 
effential Diſtinctions ariſe which diſcriminate the 

—— 1 _ witleſs _ = 

pertett Enumeration of them is impracticable; 
for what Imagination has Compaſs enough to con. 

tain the infinite Variety of ridiculous and 3 
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{- | Animals produe'd by the different r | 
of Madneſs and Folly, diverfify'd by the Mixture 

is of other Qualities ? The princip | 


” 4-* 


Denominati- 
hb | ons are the Blockheads, Sots, Dotards,. Blunder- 


ſo ers, Half-Ideots, pe 


1 Laughers, Cullics, 

1- | and the Uure flecting, are in a Surprize atany 

a- Event, and = known by the — uent Uſe of - 

A — _ and — —— Who won d 

ht it 2 Moſt of theſe enjoy a ſteddy and 

e — Dulneſs, while the Fool is always uni- 
form and conſiſtent in his Actions; but many of 

t- them, according as the Moon, Wine, hot Seafcne. 

re ¶ or violent Provocations rouſe their Spirits, ex- 


d- a great Inequality of Folly, and their Stupi- 
d, Ber i interrupted 


oy. unatick Intervals, as now 
and then they feel a Paroxiſm of the Madman. 


I have nam'd an eminent Species of this. 
Race, That of crafty Blockheads, where the Lu- 
natick Ferment ſeems fo oppreſe'd with flug- 
giſh Humours, and the Madman ſo perfectly dit ' 

is uind, that at the firſt Converſation you imagine 
gu Fool is pure and entire ; but if you come to 
drive a Barkain, and think to take an Advantage 
2 of his want of Senſe, you are undeceiv'd, and 
za, | find that he is more Knave than Fool. 
nel As the Mundus Intelligibils of Lunatick Wits and 
| it Y other Tribes of a whimfical and irregular Genius 
et- lies in a Zone parcht by too much IntelleHual 
a, Heat; whence their Brain is dry, and their Spirits 
the are fir'd and rarify'd to Exceſs: So, on the contra- 
eſe ry, theſe Bæotian Territories, which are barren of 
the Underſtanding, are extended in a frigid Climate, 

and are viſited but with weak and langu 8 
lez Rays; whence the Spirits are benumb' d 
on- but half animated, and encumber'd. and 
ird involv'd in crude and heavy Humours, the Mind 
4 is 
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is torpid, and unable to exert any bright Opera- 
a and as in the Caſe of r 
Madman has Dominion over the Head, and the 
Fool over the Actions, ſo here the Reverſe often 
happens, while the Fool reigns in the Head, and 
the Madman in the Life. 
There is another Species in whom the Fool is 
mighty prevalent, who however from 'a certain 
Participation of Lunacy feel a violent Inclination 
to be _ Men of Parts. Hence they are 
prompted by a reſiſtleſs Inſtin to court the Ac- 
uaintance of the faſhionable Wits. 'They crowd 
— the Criticks of the firſt Rank, that lead 
the Taſte of the Town, determine the Fate of 
Writers, and deal out Eſteem and Praiſe at Diſ- 
cretion. They believe that the Reputation of 
having mingl'd in the Company, and heard the 
Diſcourſes of ſuch applauded Perſons, is ſufficient 
to elevate them — the Vulgar, and to rank 
them at leaſt in ſome ſubaltern Order of Wits. 
Tho' theſe Perſons have enough of the Madman 
in their Mixture, to make them aſpire to this 
high Converſation, yet they have ſuch a Redun- 
dancy of the Fool,. that they cannot diſcern they 
are a ſtanding Jeſt among thoſe ſuperior Men, 
whoſe Favour they ſo importunately ſollicit. 
There is, on the contrary, another Clan of 
theſe Animals, who have a great Over-balance of 
the Fool, and a ſlight Daſh of the Madman, 
work'd up with a ſour melancholy Leven, whence 
their Temper is always dull, moroſe and cloudy. 
As a Perſon of this Conſtitution is incapable of 
lively Imagination and pleaſant Humour ; ſo he 
he deteſts nothing more than Wit and Raillery. 
His Brain is encompaſs'd with a Fence of ſuch 
impenetrable Thickneſs, and his Spirits ſo * 
wit 
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with Dregs, and muffled up in Flegm, that 
his Head is inacceſſible to all the Powers of 
Senſe and Ingenuity. He looks upon a Man of 
Wit to be no more than a merry Fool, a trifling 
Animal, form'd by Nature, like the Monky, 
for no other Purpoſe than to make People lau h 
Theſe Fellows are either great Managers in Bu 
fineſs, and fſlaviſh Projectors of Wealth, or 
haughty and indolent in the Enjoyment of an 
overgrown Fortune. If you name a Man of 
bright Parts in their Company, the firſt Queſtion 


they ask is, What u he worth? It is pleaſant to ſee 


with what a ſupercilious Arrogance they pre- 
tend to look down on Qualities, which as 
above them 3 and with how impertinent a 
Satisfaction they deſpiſe what they are not able 
to attain, 
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Vitiis nemo fine naſcitur, optimus ille Ie 

Qui minimis urgetur. Hor. " 
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. 1 Intend in this Paper to conclude what I haveſ bit 

to offer to the Publick on the Effects of the fin 

Spleen in our Bodies, and its wonderful Influeneſ ap; 

on the Mind. As I owe theſe Remarks chiefly tofff co 

Dr. Lacon's Converſation, I have already ob. M. 

ſerv'd that the Ferment which the Phyficians cal] 

the Spleen, while its Government is limited to ¶ ſp 

moderate — is not a Diſtemper, but inf im 

reality a generous Principle, which gives that pr 

Acuteneſs of Thought, Vivacity of Imaginatio of 

and Abundance of Spirit, that-exalts the Poſſeſſ of 

ſor above the "i. of Mankind. From thul fr 

active Spring, as it is differently mix'd and mo th 

dify d by Combinations of other Humours, ariſe Vi 

in this Iſland, where it ſo much prevails, tha F; 

great Variety of Men of Senſe and Wit, who ric 

have however ſuch an original Diſſimilitude t ra 

each other, as cannot but ſurprize the Obſerver M 

Nor is, the Seen leſs concern'd in conſtituting} or 

the numerous Characters which are found in the at 
moral World, where Vertue and Vice take a dit 

ferent Turn, and acquire diſtin Properties and dt 


Appear 
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Appearances, as this Leaven has more or leſs the 
Balance in the Complexion. 

The Philoſophers and Divines, who have com- 
pild Syſtems of Ethicks, deſcribe Vertues in 
their greateſt Height and Perfection, and deli- 
neate their Ideas as exiſting in their own Imagi- 
nation, pure and refin'd from all Stains of the 
oppoſite Vices; like thoſe Painters and Seulp- 
zors, who ſometimes by the Strength of Fanc 
repreſent more beautiful Faces than any whic 
ire form'd by Nature; ſuch were always eſteem'd 
the Venus of Apelles, and that of Ceomenes. 

But the Epick, Tragick, and Comick Poets, 
as well as the Proſe- Writers of Characters, exhi- 
bit Vertue and Vice mingled, and blended as they 
find them really exiſting in Mankind, where they 
appear in different Shapes and Diſtinctions ac- 
cording to the different Proportions in their 
Mixture. | 

No Man is adorn'd with Vertue ſo refin'd and 
ſpotleſs, that it is not debas'd and ſullied by ſome 
impure Allay ; nor have any acquir'd that ſu- 
3 Degree of Vice which excludes all good 
nclinations, and entirely extinguiſhes the Senſe 
of moral Evil. Should we therefore abſtract 
from Men of the higheſt Claſs, who approach 
the neareſt to Perfection, all their Excellence and 
Virtue, and draw their Characters only by their 
Faults and Follies, they would appear odious or 
ridiculous. On the other hand, ſhould we ſepa- 
rate all their evil Ingredients from the worſt of 
Men, and repreſent them by their good Qualities 
only, they would ſeem regular and amiable, or 
at leaſt not deform'd. 

Tho? various ſpecifick Natures are requir'd to 


diſtinguiſh one Order of Animals from another, 


yet 
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yet in Morality the different Degree of Vextue 
and Vice, as one or the other 12 25 ior in the 
Mind, is ſufficient to conſtitute ee ee 
a good or a bad Man. From this predominant 
Degree the Line is drawn that limits the two op- 
Fe Species, and divides the moral World into 
Ives, where the People of each Hemiſphere 
are diverſify d by the various good and bad Qua- 
littes, which meet together in their Tempera- 
ment. Tis eaſy to — by the conſpicu- 
ous heroick Vertues of the one, and the prodi- 
gious Wickedneſs of the other, the beſt and the 
worſt of our Race; but the loweſt Rank of the 
vertnous, and the. higheſt of i// Men, as well as 
the numerous intermediate Species of each Kind, 
have ſo great a Reſemblance and Affinity to each 
other, that tis very difficult to ſettle their Di- 
ſtinctions. | | | 
As, the — — of 3 
een, and Folly, uce an infinite Variety o 
i her — as has been obſery'd 
in a former Diſcourſe, ſo the amicable Accom- 
modation and Alliance between ſeveral Virtues 
and Vices produce an equal Diverſity in the Diſ- 
poſitions and Manners of Mankind; whence it 
comes to paſs that as many monſtrous and abſurd 
Productions are found in the moral as in the in- 
tellectual World. How ſurprizing is it to ob- 
ſerve among the leaſt culpable Men, ſome whoſe 
Minds at the ſame time are attracted by Heaven 
and Earth with a ſeeming equal Force ? Same 
who are proud in Humility, others who are cen- 
ſorious and uncharitable, yet — and 
devout? Some who join Contempt of the World 
with ſordid Avarice, and others who preſerve a 
t Degree of Piety with Ill-Nature, and un- 


govern'd Paſſions? Nor are Inſtances of this in- 
con- 
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confiſtent Mixture leſs frequent among bad Men, 
where we often with Admiration ſee Perſons at 
nt once generous and unjuſt ; impious Lovers of their 
p- Country; and flagitions Heroes; good-natur'd 
to || Sharpers, immoral Men of Honour, and Liber- 
re tines, who will ſooner die than change their Re- 
a- | lgion. And tho' tis true that repugnant Coalt- 
a · I tions of ſo high a Degree are found but in a Part 
u- Jof Mankind, yet none of the whole Maſs, either 
li. good or bad, are entirely exempted from ſome. 
he N ablurd Mixtures. l 
he | Vertue never makes a more bright and amia- 
as ble Appearance, than when tis introduc'd into a 
id, | Complexion, where the Humours of the Body 
ch ire 2 perfectly blended, and the conflictin 
)i- Ferment, n the Spleen, ſo well balane d. 
that the Poſſeſſor is by that happy Temperament 
ſs, Ndiſpos'd to Induſtry, Benevolence, and Serenity 
of [of Mind. By this fine Nature reſulting from 
„d their original Conſtitution, Children become 2 
n- Soil prepar'd to receive the Seeds of Vertue ; 
es {which cultivated by a Education, come for- 
iſ- ward a-pace, bear early Bloſſoms, and ſoon riſe 
it Ito great Perfection. Tho' theſe are rang'd in the 
rd higheſt Claſs of excellent Men, yet their Mix- 
n- ture is faulty and imperfect: That gentle, hu- 
h- mane, and complaiſant Temper, which diſpoſes 
them to Goodneſs, not being accompany d by a 
ſufficient Portion of Pennies not only makes 
hem unapt for brave and hazardous Attempts, 
but expoſes them to unwarrantable Compliances, 
by which they may gain the Favour of ill Men; 
hence their Vertue receives many Blemiſhes. 
Others have a noble Fire, that puſhes them on 
to great Undertakings and Acts of Heroick Ver- 
ae, in defending their C and promoting 
| the 
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the Happineſs of Mankind. But it mult be ac- 
knowledg'd, that the ſame Warmth of Temper 
* chem often to paſſionate Reſentments, 
raſh Expreſſions, and indiſcreet Actions. The 
World is highly indebted to this active Com- 
prone, that 3 from a due Coalition of 

pleen and refin'd Choler, which is requir'd to 
form the Patriot and the Hero; and 'tis reaſona- 

ble we ſhould forgive their Faults and Irregulari- 
ties, ſince theſe — from the ſame generous 
Principle, that makes them the Benefactors of 
Mankind, and the Glory of their Country: 
Were it not for their extraordinary Merit, they 
would be liable to fewer Errors. 

The Men of Vertue firſt deſcrib'd, by the 
Sweetneſs of their Diſpoſition, the Government 
of their Paſſions, and their great Humanity, have 
an undiſturb'd Poſſeſſion of themſelves, and pro- 
vide beſt for their own Peace and Felicity; but 
the brave and active Individuals of the laſt Sort, 
who neglect their private Intereſt, and, for the 
Good of others, engage in the moſt dangerous 
Enterprizes, notwithſtanding their Imperfections 
are the moſt beneficial-to Mankind; and this i: 
the mix'd Character of the greateſt Spirits in all 
Ages, not only of Pagan, but of Chriſtian He. 
roes, whoſe generous, and ſometimes ungoverna- 
ble Fire, has been the Cauſe of their illuſtrious 
Actions. The firſt ſave themſelves, but the laſt 
their Country; one is freer from Defects, but the 
other has more Beauties. 

Another inferior Claſs of vertuous Men is con- 
ſtituted, when a prevailing Degree of Piety is in- 
fus'd into a Complexion, where Flegm, Spleen 
and Melancholy are united : In theſe, tho' Picty 
indeed predominant, yet it is ſo rough, 2 

. rulous 
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rulous and ill-manner'd, that it makes an unlove- 
ly and diſagreeable, if not a forbidding Appear- 
ance. It is ſurprizing to find a Man of Vertue, 
either always ſad and tormented with Scruples, 
or ſupercilious, ſullen and cenſorious; to ſee 
Piety mixt with Malevolence and Singularity, 
rude Sanctity, or diſcontented and deſponding 
Goodneſs. Tho' a prevalent Degree of Vertue 
ives them the Denomination of good Men, 2 
| hs cannot be reckon'd as Members of the firſt 
Rank by any but themſelves. | 

The next Claſs is of thoſe where the Spleen 
has inordinate Dominion, who are therefore wa- 
vering and irreſolute, and always halting between 
Vice and Vertue. From the Fluctuation of their 
Temper, they divide their Time by reciprocal 
Returns of Sinning and Repenting, and ſpend 
all the Periods of Life in making and breaking 
good Reſolutions. Theſe approach ſo near to 
the Frontier of bad Men, that 'tis difficult to 
determine to which moral Species they be'ong, 


Tis certain that if their Vertue in this doubtful 


State is ſuperior, yet the Diſtinction is ſo nice and 
hard to be diſcern'd, that the Poſſeſſors cannot 
certainly obſerve it; and therefore can reap no 
Satisfaction from the Conſciouſneſs of their Ver- 
tue here, or the ExpeQation of its Reward here- 
after. It muſt be an eminent Degree of Good- 
neſs that by the Review of it can fill the Mind 
with Joy and Satisfaction. Weak and unequal 
Piety muſt leave a Man in conſtant Suſpence 
about his Safety, while he ſtill continues balanc- 
ing, and undetermin'd whether his good or bad 
Actions, his Vertues or Vices, have the Aſcen— 
dant. 
T 2 
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Nu uE XXXVI. 


— 


Tantum cupit illa rogari. Ovid. 
Ecce ego ſum fattus . de Puero! Auſon. 


_ — — 8 


— 


FIT DAT, February 5. 1713. 


BY! ſeveral Letters to the Society of late, we 
ive that our Correſpondents have made 
the — Diſcovery concerning the Lay. 
and the Lay - Nunnery, namely, that nei- 
other of our Orders are ſo ſtrictly binding as they 
ſeem' d at firſt to pretend. Some of theſe Writers 
of Epiſtles tell us freely, that they perceive we 
mean only to purſue a more refin'd ſort of Plea- 
ſure; that they do not hear of any Severities 
among us, and that even Sir Evsracs himſelf is 
not the Man they took him for. On the other 
hand, it is ſuppos d that the Ly Nun are not un- 
der any Vows of Virginity ; and ſome pretend to 
fay, that they have ſeveral ood Fellowſpvips in 
their Gift, and are bound by the Statutes of their 
Order to unite their Intereſt in a common Stock, 
and to diſpoſe of one another in Marriage, ac- 
cording to Seniority, by the firſt fayourable Op- 
Pe . 
The Perſon that animadverted upon us the 


moſt ſeverely at our firſt Settlement, was the 
Juſtice .of Peace whom I formerly mentor: 
$ 
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This Gentleman has long fince been convinc'd of 
his Error, and having drank. a Bottle of Wine 
with Mr. FazzmAn, ſoon told his Neighbours, 
that He had found us out, and that he himſelf was as 
much a Monk as any of us. Nxp, from a Coffee- 
houſe Acquaintance with him, is grown into a 
Familiarity in his Family, dines there once or 
twice a Week, and drinks Tea, and plays at Whisk- 
with his Wife and Daughters. I muſt here ob- 
ſerve by the by: that NzD, among his agreeable 
Singularities, has a ſurprizing Way of growing, 

without taking any Pains for it, into Favour with 
Men of the moſt oppoſite Characters to himſelf 
imaginable. The Juſtice. is a: Man of the laſt 
Age; plain, honeſt, a Humouriſt, and our of 
Faſhion : He is equally ſtrict in his Dealings, 
and inftexible in his Cuſtoms and Manners, and 
wou'd think it as much an Immorality to change 
his Hours of Dining or going to Bed, as to break 
any of the Laws in L Seatuts-Book. It 18 
whiſper'd in the Neighbourhood, that the Ju- 
Rice has an Eye upon Mr. Faxzteman for one of 
his — But tho' we look upon this our 
Lay- Brother as an unſettled Member, we are ra- 
ther ſuſpicious that there is ſomething carrying 
on between him and the fair Oxonian; What 

makes it the more probable is, that Nx ſeems 
of late to be grown a little reſery'd on this Head. 
And the' the following Letter chiefly concerns 
him, and has been receiv'd for ſome time, we 
cannot tell for what Reaſon he wou'd not conſent 


to have it publiſh'd till this Day. 


of To 
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To Mr. RavenscrorrT. 


Oxon, Jan. 14. 1714. 
cY OUR inſerting my laſt Letter in your Pa- 

per, in which I complain'd of my filent 
* Lovers, has done me ſuch a fingular Piece of 
« Service here, that it would be Ingratitude in 
me not to acknowledge the Obligation. I al. 
© ready find the miraculous Effects of your mak- 
* ing the Dumb to ſpeak, (tho' with ſome tis 
but opening the Mouth of the Aſs) inſomuch 
that I begin to think with leſs Pleaſure of a 
«© monaſtick Life; and every Addreſs I receive, 
* convinces me that my Conſtitution is too weak 
« forthe Profeflion. No longer than fince I be- 


gg to write, I have ſcorch'd my Night-dreſs, 


© which is faid to be an infallible Sign of Ma- 
* tfimony. I reſolve therefore this way to bid 
adieu to the dear deluded Siſterhood ; tho” I 
* would not have you imagine I intend to diſpoſe 
of my ſelf to any one that muſt be inſtructed 


* when to ſpeak : No, tho' I take a Pride in 


giving Audience to ted Vows, and inſult- 
er repea 
ing my Captives, tis no more than what is na- 
© tural 4 Women who have been ſo long rieg- 
* lected. 
el defign ſhortly to pay the Town a= Viſit, 
* and perſonally return Mr. Fxtezman Thanks 
for the Praiſes he ſo laviſhly beſtow'd u 
me; and tho' (I fear) Iam not the Angel he 
* takes me to be, yet it upon * me he ſhall 
* think that I deſerve ſo much of the imaginary 


Char. cter he's pleas d to give me, as may en- 
title me to a Man of no leſs Parts and Humour 
* than himſelf, I have Reaſon to believe he is 

; © not 
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not ſo much a Bigot as not to renounce his Pro- 
© feflion for a Lady. I hope the Society will 
© conſent to part with ſo agreeable a [Member, 
© when I promiſe to fill his Chair (tho? not to ſup- 
© ply his Place) with an Admirer of mine, whom 
| intended to ſend them for a Token, as being 
© better skill'd at Philoſophical or Moral, than 

Amorous Eſſays. | 
« When I im Defign of leaving the 
© World to my Confident Daphne 3 ſhe approv'd 
© of it ſo well, as to reſolye her ſelf to follow 
my Example. She is yet Proof againſt all the 
Arguments I (from Self. Conviction) can urge 
© to the c , and defires me to give Notice 
© of: her Intentions in my Letter; ſo that I ind 
+ how her Pulſe beats, and by the I 
am pretty ſure her — the ſame with 

mine, and muſt have the 

Service to Mr. FazEMAN. 

Iam, SI RN, "4 
Your Oblig d Humble Servant, 

Diana Silverſcarf. ' 


P. „ My Friend has a Favourite Lap-dog, 
« which ſhe can by no means part with, 
+ fires the Favour of Mr. FatzMaAN to intercede 
© with the Lady Abbeſs for a Diſpenſation to 
6, keep it. 

I am order'd to inſert another Letter which 
contains a very particular Caſe, iti anſwer to 
which I can only ſay that we have tranſmitted a 
Copy of it to the Lay-Numnery, and have defir'd 
Mrs. S»gle their Secretary, to lay it before the 
Siſterhood for ſuch Directions thereupon as they 
ſha!l think proper. 


Corn. 


Remedy, My 
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py Cornwall, Jan. 28. 1714. 
SIR, | | 
THE Place from whence I write this, is an 
old Manſion Houſe which ſtands by it 
« ſelf in this County, at ſeveral Miles Diſtance 
« from the neareſt Market-Town. There are 
„ Thirteen Females here in the Family; and, 
« except Servants, no Male-Ighabitant beſides 
% my ſelf. In this our Solitude, your Papers 
4 which we have [ent us down once a Week, are 
3 Jun Charity to us; tho' there are ſeveral 
« of them which the Parſon of our Pariſh ſays 
« are lofty, which indeed we do not underſtand. 
„However, I have learn'd ſo much by them, as 
well as by peruſing the Writings of your inge- 
* nious Predeceſſors, as to find my ſelf out to 


2 for nothing; and I write this Letter to 
« 


eſire you, after I have acquainted you with 
« my Character, to help to diſpoſe of me in 
« ſuch a Manner as I hope you will think ſuita- 
* ble to my Inabilities. 

„I faid there was no Male-Inhabitant here 
« but my ſelf; and I cannot tell wirether you 
« will allow me to be one, when you know me; 


« I remember you mention, in one of your Pa- 


40 you a Girl that was bred up in Holland as a 
« Boy, and did not know till 

% what was her real Sex. The contray of this is 
pretty near my Caſe ; and I ſhall be glad to be 
« inform'd by you, whether I am a Man or no. 
«-Fam now in the Year of my Non-age Twenty 
« Two, being the only ſurviving Son of a Gen- 
« tleman of a midling Fortune and good Ex- 
« trattion, who dying when I was very young, 


« left me to be wholly manag'd by my _—_— 


a certain Age, 
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« and Seven Siſters all elder than my ſelf. By 
« this Means living always at Home, and ſeei 
but little Male-Company, I am grown an 
« feminate ſhamefac'd Fool, diſown'd by Men 
« and deſpis'd, as I now perceive, by the Wo- 
« men. My Mother, who is an excellent Houſe- 
« Wife, would never put me to School or tothe 
« Univerſity, becauſe, as ſhe ſaid, ſhe could not 
« ſpare me from her Family-Affairs. You muſt 
* know, I have been employ'd by her for ſome 
e time as a kind of Under-Houſe-keeper, and 
„by the reſt of the Family, as an Aſſiſtant in 
making and altering their Cloaths; and am by 
this Means grown a perfect Maſter, or rather 
% Mftreſs, in all Feminine Accompliſhments: 1 
« can ſow, flouriſh, dreſs a Head, and raile ©. 
« Paſte z my Mother ſays I took my Learning 
© naturally, and my eldeſt Siſter wears a Gown, 
« which, it ſeems, I work'd when I was but Nine 
« Yearsold. I have help'd to furniſh the reſt of 
them, upon Occafion, with Aprons, Pin-cuſhi- 
“ ons 7 uilted Petticoats. They talk of 
« them at their Viſits about the County, and I 
« begin to be aſham'd to hear my Work ſo much 
« commended. 

„ You will * Sir, by the Hand of this 
« Letter, which you ſee is the Italian, that I 
i was taught to write at Home. That my Clerk- 
“ ſhip might not lye idle, I have been frequent- 
2 1 in copying Receipts, and xing 
« Titles to diſtill'd Waters, which I likewi 
« help to make. I have indeed ſtole the 
« eſt Part of my Learning from a Shelf in my 
« Mother's Cloſet, where, being a Lover of 
« Books, I fell very young to reading The Art of 
« Cookery, The Queen's Cloſer open d, and _ o- 

ä „ thers 
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« thers of the like Kind, which I thought very 
„ Ingenious, and which help'd to make me that 
« uſeful Perſon in the Family which Iam. At 
« my Leiſure-Hours I have diverted my ſelf 
* with Painting upon Glaſs, and cutting Trees 
« in Paper. 

l made a Journey with my Lady-Mother laſt 
1% Summer to Town, about ſome Law-Bufineſs; 
« and having for ſome time perceiv'd that I had 
« been us'd like a Fool, I had reſolv'd to break 
« from her, and aſſert my Manhood, but I could 
« find no Company that would receive me. 
The Men put me out of Countenance with 
« their Senſe; and the Ladies talk'd any thing 
« before me, as if there was no Man in the 


Room. I don't know whether there is any 


«ſuch Club in Town, as the Beef-Srake-Club ; 1 
« was told there was, and a Kinſman of mine, 
ho they ſay is a Wit, advisd me (in Jeſt I ſup- 
4 pole) to learn to Smoak, and enter my ſelf a 
4. Member of it: But in ſhort I found it was too 
% late to get a new Education, ſo I was glad to 
« ſneak Home again with my Mother, and to 
'« hide my Head in the Country. 

« Dear Mr. Ravenscrorr, What ſhall I do? 
I am weary of this Courſe of Life, and 
« yet am at > Lots how to enter upon any other. 
44 Tann afraid my Effeminacy is not wholly __ 
« to my Breeding ; and I believe, after all, 
« was really deſign'd to be a Woman. I have a 
« Siſter (who I fancy has robb'd me of my 
« Birth-right) that is a Romp, and ridesa Hunt- 
sing with the Gentlemen in a Hat and Feather. 
« I have reſolv'd to change Cloaths with her, 
« and will venture up once more to Town ina 


« Dreſs more ſuitable to my Qualifications. A 3 
„ what 


— 


* 


e 


No 37. The Lay-Monasrerr: 215 
„ what I would beg of you, is, That you would 
« make an Intereſt for me with the Abbeſs ef the 
„% Lay-Nunnery you have told us of, that I ma 
«© be n as one of the Siſterhood, hero 
6 will very much oblige 
Your Humble Servant, 
Francis (or, if you pleaſe) 
Frances Maidenly. 


— EE 


Nun BER XXXVII. 


Qui introducunt cauſarum ſeriem ſempiternam, 
ii mentem hominis voluntate libera ſpolia- 
tam, neceſſitati Fati devinciunt. Tull. 


— 


Moxp Ar, February 8. 1713. 


JE is impoſſible to debaſe the Dignity of hu- 
man Nature more, than to remove from it its 
free Principle of Activity, and to range it among 
Animals deſtitute of Choice. The Imagination 
cannot form a more abſurd and chimerical Con- 
ception than that of an intelligent neceſſary 
Agent ; for a rational Faculty, and a refiſtleſs Im- 
— to act, are inconſiſtent Ideas, and de- 
ructive of each other. Yet ſome Philoſophers 
have been fo injurious to their own Species, as 
to rob them of their Liberty of Will, and fetter 
them in a fatal Determination to act This — 
other 
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other — To what Purpoſe is Man endow'd 
with intellectual Capacities, to diſcern and judge 
of the Goodneſs of an End, and deliberate on 
the Fitneſs of Means to procure it, if after all he 

has no Power to determine himſelf to the 

* of — ＋ — . 

ate, in the Opinion of the Soicks, is nothin 
elſe but a dependent Concatenation of Cauſe: 
and Effects thro' the whole Sphere of Nature's 

Activity, whence all Beings were produc'd, and 

all Events ht about by inevitable Neceſſity 

And this Fate they affirm'd controul'd not only 

the inferior Deities, but Jupiter himſelf, whom 

. they acknowledg'd as the principal Moderator 
of the World. But no Opinion more abſurd or 
'- ridiculous everenter'd into the Head of a dream- 
ing Philoſopher : If Fate is a ſubſtantial Being, 
it muſt be equal in Duration, and ſuperior in 
Power to their eternal ſupreme Deity, and ſo it 
_ be the firſt 1 : 8. it be 
2 Quality not in any or 2 
meer 3 - pon Cauſes and Effects, it is 
impoſſible it ſhould have any Exiſtence but in the 
Imagination of theſe Sages. 

But while they maintain'd with Zeal this 
Doctrine, they commonly held the Freedom of 
the Will, and allow'd that our Actions are vo- 
luntary. Thus when Zeno's Servant excus'd him- 
ſelf for committing Theft, by alledging, That 
he could not help it, being compell'd by a fatal 
Neceſſity to ſteal; the Phi . reply'd, And 
by the ſame Neceſſity I am con in' d to ſee thee 

uniſh'd. Thus they aſſerted Neceſſity and Li- 
rty in the ſame Agent: And therefore the Diſ- 
ciples of Mr, Hobbs ſhould not aſcribe to their 


r 


Ne 39.] The Lay-Monasrza. 217 


Maſter the Honour of this ingenious Invention, 
voluntary Neceſlity. 

Tho' ſome of theſe Learned Men maintain 
the Liberty of the Will, yet, when they de- 
ſcribe it, they explain it _ while they tell 
us, that a voluntary is only a {pontaneous Power / 
of Motion: But that Idea fignifies nothing more 
than an inherent Principle of Motion, free from 
the violent Impulſe of any foreign Cauſes. Thus 
the Sun, that runs his Courſe, and warms and 
illuminates the Air, Rivers that flow, and all 
material Beings, that by an innate Spring gravi- 
tate to their Center, may be allow'd to be vo- 
luntary, that is, ſpontaneous Agents; tho* they 
_ no End, have no Choice of Means, nor 
can like arbitrary Cauſes move and ſuſpend their 
Motion at Pleaſure. | 

Tho! this Explanation of Freedom of Choice 
implies an inward Principle of Activity, yet if it 
be examin'd, it will be found inconſiſtent with 
it ſelf, and repugnant to the Nature even of 
fpontancous Movers. They affirm, That the 
corporeal Ideas of outward Objects which act 
upon the Organs of the Senſes, by their reſiſtleſs 
Impulſe give ſuch Motions to the Animal Spirits, 
as determine us to all our Actions. While the 
Images of Things without affect the Eye, Odours 
the Smell, and the Waves of agitated Air break 
upon the Ear, the Soul is neceſſitated, ſay they, 
to move the Body, as determin'd by theſe Im- 
preflions made upon the Senſes. To illuftrate 
heir Meaning : Suppoſe by ſome more than hu- 
nan Art a Watch were made of ſuch fine Springs 
and minute Movements, encas'd in ſuch tran- 
parent Glaſs that the Sun-beams, which conſiſt 
f corporeal Particles 8 upon them, might 

ve 
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have Force enough to ſet them in Motion, this 
would be ſuch another mechanical Piece as Man 
muſt be according to the Explication which 
theſe Philoſophers give of Free Will. Whence it 
appears, that by their own Doctrine, Man is not 
ſo much as a ſpontaneous Agent, that exerts his 
Motions from an inward Principle, but acts as 
he is acted upon, and impell'd by a Mover with- 
out himſelf. All the Honour this' Hypotheſis 
will confer upon him, is to make him an intelli- 
gent Engine, or a curious Automaton which has 
no Ability to begin his Motions, but is firſt mov'd 
by external pos form'd of ſubtile Matter, yet 
as much compulſive, tho' not ſo bulky, as the 
Weights of a Clock. 

But if this were true, that Man has no other 
Power of Operation, he ought not to be applaud- 
ed or reproach'd either for 2 good or bid Act.. 
ons. If a Clock goes regularly, we never com- 
mend it for its Vertue; nor if its Motions are 
diſorderly, do we ever charge it with moral 
Guilt, or the inherent Turpitude of its Move 
ments. 4 

To expole the Unreaſonableneſs of the Magi. 
ſtrate's Proceedings againſt a Criminal, upon this 
Suppoſition, that no Man acts but as he is acted 
upon, and ſet in Motion by outward Objects that 
ruſh thro' the Senſes into the Brain, and comp?! 
the Soul This or That Way to exert her Powers; 
Dr. Eachard, who argues with great Strength 
again{t Mr. Hobbs, while he entertains the Rea: 
der with Mirth and Raillery, expreſſes himſclt 
to this Effect: If a Man cannot act according to 
his own Mind, but as external ſecondary Cauſes 
that flock about him have a Mind he ſhou'd, he 
i« unrightcoully puniſh'd for doing what it was 

| | not 
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not poſſible for him to avoid. For Inſtance * 
Suppoſe a Man enters into an empty Parlor, and 
ſees a Watch lie in the Window, the Horologe 
preſently with a ſmart Stroke acts upon the Eye, 
the Animal Spirits, that are doing Duty there, 
are beaten back, and recoil to the Brain, then 
touch'd by this ſudden Motion, down goes the 
Carteſian Trigger, off goes the Man at the Watch, 
up goes the Watch into his Pocket; and then 
mult the innocent Criminal be executed for hav- 
ing Eyes, Hands and a Pocket; and 'tis indeed 
hard that ſuch a guiltleſs Machine ſhould make ſo 
deplorable an End. Had the not Soul an inherent 
Power of Self-determination, it would be im- 
offible, as the Writer beforemention'd has ob- 
erv'd, for any Man to play at the Game call'd 
nce in that Caſe no corporcal in- 

viſible Cauſes can impart a deciſive Impulſe to 


the Animal Spirits. Suppoſe Even ſtarts up firſt 


in his Thoughts, immediately Odd preſents it 
ſelf altogether as amiable: No Arguments can 
be brought on the Side of Even, but as many of 
equal Force may be urg'd in the Favour of Odd; 
— it will follow, that the Mind not diſcern- 
ing any Reaſon to prefer one Rival to the other, 
muſt ſuſpend its Determination; and while the 


Scale goes down on neither Side, the Will muſt 


continue balanc'd, like a Needle between two 
Loaditones of equal Attraction, and can never 
move to either Competitor. | 

The great Difficulty that has puzzled learncc 
Men on this Subject is this, that the divine Fore- 
knowledge of contingent Effects feems incon- 
ſiſtent with the Free Will of the Agent. It muſt 
be granted the ſupreme Being knows all future 
Events, and how rational Cauſes endow'd with 
U 2 Liberty 


" «Me 2 
— 2 ů—ꝛ bœ— — 
— — > 


AY 8 rr 
— 1 
— þ 4 K — 
2 . - - 2 
— o 


- "oY 

-> - - 
1 — 
" wh 


—W OE 


- =... ra 


. x * —— 


220 The Lar-Monasrtery. [ Ne 37. 
Liberty will determine themſelves to act: But 
tho' he certainly foreknows their Actions, he 
certainly foreknows they will freely act. Shou'd 
it be ſuppos'd, that the ſupreme Cauſe could be 
ignorant of any future Events, this Abſurdity 
would follow, that a Being pofſeſs'd of all poſh- 

ble Perfection receives every Hour an Augmenta- 
tion of Knowledge, and therefore that he is now 
more perfect and happy than he was a thouſand 
Years ago, and that he will be much more ſo a 
thouſand Years hence. 

To facilitate our Conceptions of the Divine 
Preſcience of contingent Events, we ſhould re- 
flect, that the Fore-knowledge how any intelli- 
gent Being will determine himſelf to act, does 
not in the leaſt compel or neceſſitate that free 
Cauſe to exert his Actions; who does not there- 
fore act, becauſe his Action is foreknown, but his 
Action is foreknown becauſe he determines him- 
ſelf ſo to act. 

We may likewiſe conſider that we our ſelves 
almoſt certainly fore-know how the Wills of 
Men of ſuch Inclinations, and in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, will determine themſelves. If an im- 
moderate Lover of Wine goes to an Aſſembly of 
looſe Companions, or a Glutton to a Feaſt, with- 
out a Spirit of Prophecy we may know that theſe 
Perſons will be intemperate. If a rich Libertine 
makes his Addreſſes to a mercenary Woman of 
Pleaſure ; 'tis not difficult to foreſee ſhe will 
yield to the Temptation. Tis eafte to foretel that 
an indulgent Father will ſhew Marks of Affecti- 
on and Kindneſs to an obedient Child; or that a 
vertuous Wife, when ſhe makes a reaſonable Re- 

ueſt to an affectionate Husband, will not be 
ny'd; and a thouſand ſuch Inſtances might be 


nam'd. 
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nam'd. Now let it be conſider'd, that our omn1- 
ſcient Author penetrates the inmoſt Receſſes of 
our Hearts, and knows ail the Springs and Move- 
ments of our Souls; that he is perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the Degree and Strength of our Vertue, 
and what Reſiſtance it can make, and with the 
Nature of our predominant Paſſions and Ap 
tites, and with what Force they can influence the 
Will; that he foreknows what Circumitances we 
ſhall always be in, and in what Seaſons we ſhall 
be moſt expos'd to Temptations, and in what 
Hours we ſhall be more or leſs able to refit them, 
and therefore may foreſee which Way the Will 
ſhall be determin'd. 

Another Obſervation to eaſe our Conceptions 
which tho' more ſpeculative and abſtruſe, ts 
however ſolid, is this: As the ſupreme Cauſe, as 
all confeſs, by perpetual Communications of his 
Power upholds his Creatures in Being, ſo by a 


conſtant Concurrence of Energy he enables them 


to exert all their Operations. Should any created 
Being be allow'd to be- independent in any one of 
his Actions, it would follow that for the ſame 


Reaſon he might be independent in all, which is 
to aſcribe to him divine Perfection. Since then 


the firſt Being muſt be conſcious in himſelf what 
Power he will hereafter communicate to a free 
Agent, to aſſiſt him in all Actions, he muſt 
foreknow what thoſe Actions will be, to the 


Production of which the has decreed to afford: 


his Concurrence ; and by this it is evident he 


muſt foreſee to what Actions a free Agent will be 


determin'd, ſince they cannot be perform'd with- 


out his Aid, which he muſt foreknow as he 


knows his own Will. 
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Nil durius, : 
Quam quod homines ridiculos facit. Juv. 
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WEDNESDAY, February 10. 1713. 


AN is by Nature ſo great a Lover of E- 


ſteem and Popularity, that pethaps no 0- 
ther Inclination ſways the Soul with a ſtronger 
Biaſs. As in general it governs his Deſigns, and 
animates the Execution of them, ſo in particular 
it is often the Spring of that Praiſe which he 
beſtows on others, while he makes his court to 
every Man, and ſays ſomething handſome and 
obliging to all who come into his Company, that 
they in their turn may ſpeak well of him, and 
propagate his Reputation. This inbred Paſſion 
makes Men incapable of bearing Neglect and 
Contempt ; and nothing more crofles their De- 
fires and gives them more Uneafineſs, than to be- 
come the Objects of Jeſt and Derifion. This, I 
perſwade my ſelf, has often more weaken'd, and 
at laſt extinguiſh'd the unconfirm'd Vertue of 
young Perſons, and made more Converts to Ir- 
religion and Immorality, than any other Diſ- 
eouragement. When ingenious and libertine 
Laughers ſet upon modeſt Innocence, and expoſe 
a reſerv'd Behaviour limited by the Rules of 


Vertue and Religion, the baſhful Poſſeſſor is 
put 
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t out of Countenance; and not being able to 
and the Shock of their repeated Raillery, to 
avoid Scandal, he yields to Temptations, and 
rather chuſes to be vicious and faſhionable, than 
innocent and ridiculous. 

To obviate this Objection to the Practice of 
Vertue, that it draws upon a Man Diſreſpe& and 
Scorn, it ſhould be confider'd, that the Com- 
mendations and Eſteem of ill Men are neither to 
be hop'd for nor defir'd. 

When contending Parties divide a Nation, and 
oppoſe each other with the utmoſt Violence, it 
is not reaſonable to expect they ſhould magnify 
the Merit of one another, and be zealous to _ 
tet each other's Reputation. Now thoſe Per- 
ſons who have eſpous d the Intereſts of Vice and 
Immorality are an implacable Party, who declare 
apainſt the Good and Innocent: A Party that ap- 
pear'd in the eldeſt Ages of the World, and ſo 
general, that they do not only embroil a ſingle 
Nation, but all Mankind, with the utmoſt Zeal 
they labour to ſuppreſs Vertue, and exterminate 
Religion from their Species. 

Naw, as it 1s not imaginable that this immoral 
Faction, that undermines Vertue, and ſtrike at 
the Foundations of Religion, ſhould ever ſpeak 
honourab'y of the Patrons of one and the Pra- 
Aicers of the other; ſo is it true that Men of 
Vertue have no Reaſon to defire their Praiſes ; 
for as this would derive a Cenſure upon them, 
that they had deſerv'd the Applauſe of ill Men 
dy {ome immoral Actions, and „ Com- 
pliances, (for if an Atheiſt cries a Man up, we 
are diffident of his Religion, and if a Libertine 
commends him, we ſuſpe& his Vertue) ſo it 


ſhould be conſider'd, that to depend on the good 
Opinion 
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Opinion of bad Men, is to put our Eaſe and Hap- 
pineſs out of our own Poſſeſſion, and to make it 
over.to thoſe Perſons in Truſt for us, who bear 
us IIl-Will upon the Account of our molt valuable 
ualities. Beſides, would Men attend to the 
Dictates of Reaſon, and view this Matter in a 
true. Light, they would ſoon diſcern that the 
Deriſion and Reproaches of the Looſe and Immo- 
ral are in reality great Encomiums, and a conſpi- 
cuous Mark of true Honour. 'The Approbation 
and Praiſe we receive from the Vertuous, the 
Generous and the Wiſe, impart to our Minds 
ſecret Joy and Satisfaction, as they give us Aſſu- 
rance of our Integrity and Merit; and for the 
ſame Reaſon the Calumnies and ill Repreſenta- 
tions of us by immoral Men ſhould be look'd on 
as a Teſtimony they bear to our Vertue, and an 
Honour they do us, co acknowledge we are un- 
like to themſelves. When the Philoſopher was 
told*that ſome bad Men had revil'd him, he re- 
ply'd, I am oblig'd to thole Perſons for celebra- 
ting my Praiſes, and ſhall endeavour to behave m 
ſelf ſo well, as never to forfeit their ill Opinion, 
To be vilify'd and derided by the Haters of 
Vertue, and Patrons of Irreligion, is therefore 
an Honour on which a Man may juſtly value 
himſelf. It is enough to move Vanity in. our 
own Minds, and Envy in others; and not to be 
elated under ſuch a Temptation, if the right 
Notion of Honour were undcrſtood, would be 
a Mark'of eminent Modeſty. What are the 
Shouts and Acclamations which rung in the Ears 


of Czſar, when he enter'd Rom? in Friumph, if 


compar'd with the Applauſes that Socrates re- 
ceived, when he came into the Theatre, and re- 


ceiv'd, upon the Account of his fingular Vertue, 
| the 
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the loud Derifion of the degenerate Athenians ? 
With what Conſtancy and SatisfgQtion did he 
hear the higheſt Expreſſions of Contempt and 
—— 2 ng Witneſs to his Piety and un- 
common Merit ? It is not unreaſonable to think 
he might entertain himſelf with ſome ſecret Re- 
fleQions like theſe: « Can I flatter my ſelf that 
& I have Merit enough to extort from thoſe fla- 
« __ People ſuch a general Confeſſion of their 
« Hatred and Contempt? Were I really poſſeſs d 
« of ſo much Vertue as might juſtly attract the 
« Jcorn and Malevolence of theſe Enemies of 
« Goodneſs, it might fill my Soul with Vain- 
glory. Such a Soliloguy might employ his 
Thoughts when he receiv'd this publick and 
univerſal 8 of his Piety from ſincere 
and unbiaſs'd Judges. Never is any Applauſe 
more free from Flattery, than when a flagitious 
Aſſembly proclaim their Scorn and Deteſtation 
of a vertuous Man, | | 
Thus a Perſon of ſuperior Goodneſs may en- 
joy Malevolence and Defamation, turn Invecti ves 
into Panegyricks, and take Pleaſure in the Re- 
proaches of the Vicious, which are the Reward 
of Vertue, as well as the Praiſes of good Men, 
both equally expreſfing the Opinion of our Me- 
rit, which is the true Nogon of Fame and Glory. 
The Integrity of ill Men may be depended on, 
when by their evil ſpeaking they publickly con- 
feſs the Merit of others; and in this Reſpe& 
their Calumnies ſurpaſs the Encomiums of the 
Good, who from a charitable Diſpofition may 
flatter us with too great Expreſſions of their E- 
ſteem, and exalt us with Praiſes to which our 
Vertue is unequal. 

This Diſcourſe was occafion'd by the following 
Letter. | | To 


8 To Mr. Ravenscrotr. 
F n no 19. ttz toc n 
, IA a young Gentleman of the Temple, where 

1% have refided Two Years. Beſides the Ad- 

© yantages of a liberal Education, I receiv'd 

*- early Impreſſions of Vertue, from the pious In- 

ſtructions and Example of an indulgent Mo- 

* ther. have hitherto preſerv'd that Regula- 

* rity of Manners in which I have been brought 

up; notwithſtanding ſome of my looſe Rela- 
tions, and other young Men of Wit and Plea- 
© ſure, have often attempted to ſeduce me. They 
make me the common Mark of their Flouts and 
© Raillery, and always expoſe me when I am o- 

* bligd to be in their Company, to make me a- 

* ſham'd of my 3 eſervedneſs. One 

with a ſcoffing Air ſays, I hope Will you follow 
the wholeſome Advice and good Counſel that 
© your Mother and the Doctor of the Pariſh ſend 
© yau;* Another cries with a ſarcaſtical Sneer, I 
© would by no Means have you forget to read 
© your Chapter and ſay your Prayers every Day. 

A third commends me as a great Goer to 
* Church, and hopes I am mightily edify'd by 
hearing Sermons. This conſtant Derifton has 
© been a ſhocking Diſcouragement, and has often 

made me very uneaſy; and therefore, Sr, I 

© entreat you to 3 a Diſcourſe on this Sub- 

© ject, that ma uſeful to my ſelf, and to others 

in the ſame Circumſtances. Iam, © 


ö 


e 3 STR, 5 
Middle- Temple, 0 1 115 a , 
Feb. 1.1714. Your humble Servant, 
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NUMBER XXXIX. 
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Yi veteres ita miratur laudatq; Poetas, 
Ut uihil anteferat, nihil illis comparet, errat 


_ 4 


Fxypay February 12. 5713. 


THERE are no Parts in a Poem which ſtrike 
the Generality of Readers with ſo much 
Pleaſure as Deſcriptions; and there are none in 
which Poets of an ordinary Rank are more fre- 
20 betray'd into Faults. A judicious De- 
cription is like a Face which is beautiful with- 
out Art; an injudicious one is like a painted 
Complexion, which often diſcovers it 121 , by 
affecting more Gayety of Colour than is natural. 
The Reaſon why Deſcriptions make livelier 
Impreſſions on common Readers than any other 
Parts of a Poem, is becauſe they are form'd of 
Ideas drawn from the Senſes, which 1s ſome- 
times too calPd Imaging, and are thus, in a man- 
ner, like Pictures, made Objects of the Sight; 
whereas moral Thoughts and Diſcourſes, con- 
ſiſting of Ideas abſtracted from Senſe, operate 
ſlower, and with leſs Vivacity. Every one im- 
mediately perceives the Reſemblance of Nature 
in the Deſcription of a Tempeſt, a Palace or a 
Garden; but the Beauty of proper Sentiments 
in the Speeches of a Prince, a — or a 
g oun- 
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Counſellor, is more remote, and diſcern'd by a be 
kind of ſecond Thought or Reflection. if! 

As Deſcriptions are all drawn from Objects of Co 
the Senſes, and the Likeneſs or Unlikeneſs of 
them are eaſily perceiv'd; fo there is a general I Ge 
Similitude in all true Deſcriptions of the ſame I ba 
Object drawn by ſeveral Hahds, like that in a || D. 
Pi of the ſame Perſon done by ſeveral Ar- m. 
tits. And yet the Degrees of Likeneſs and the || ch 
different Manner of expreſſing it by thoſe ſeveral I lin 
Artiſts make a ve Jidingaiſhable and enter- I 
taining Varicty. The famous Deſcription of a 
Horſe in the Sixth Book of Homer's Iliads, That I n 
in the Fragments of Eunius, and That in the 


Eleventh Book of the Æueis, are indeed the ff ©" 
ſame, the two latter being only Copies of the * 
firſt. But the Deſcription of the Horſe in Homer i ** 
and That in the Book of Job are very different, an 


yet both are extremely natural and beautiful. 
There is no particular Deſcription which the Pr 
Writers of Heroick Poetry ſeem to have labour'd 
to vary ſo much as that of the Morning. This is 
a Topick on which they have drawn out all the 
Copiouſneſs, and even the Luxury of their Fan- 
cies. The chaſteſt and moſt correct Writers 
ſeem to indulge themſelves on this Occafion in 
a greater Sport of Imagination, and I had almoſt 
faid Extravagance, than on any other Subject 
whatever, as if it were a Tryal of Skill —_ 
them who ſhould paint the Morning the mo 
beautifully. I once amus'd my ſelf with draw- 
ing together out of ſeveral of the beſt Poets a 
/ Variety of theſe Deſcriptions, which methought 
appear'd like ſo many fine Skies differently co- 


lour'd, and and Mir. with Clouds, by the beſt 


And 1 imagine it will he. 
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be an unacceptable Entertainment to the Reader, 
if I here preſent him with ſome few out of this 
Collection of Morning-Preces, , 

The Morning is moſt frequently figur'd as a 
Goddeſs or divine Perſon, flying in the Air, un- 
barring the Gates of Light, and opening the 
Day. She is drawn by Homer in a Saffron Gar- 
ment, and with Roſy Hands, (which is the Epi- 
thet he almoſt conſtantly beſtows on her) ſprink- 
ling Light thro'the Earth. She ariſes out of the 
Waves of the Sea, leaves the Bed of Tithon her 
Lover, aſcends the Heavens, appears to Gods 
and to Men, and gives Notice of the Sun-Riſing. 
She is plac'd by this Father of the Poets ſome- 
times on a Throne of Gold ; now in a Chariot 
drawn by ſwift Horſes, and bearing along with 
her the Day; and at other times ſhe is uſher'd 
in by the Star which is her Harbinger, and 
which gives the Signal of the Morning's Ap- 
proach. | 

On this, as a Ground, the Poets following 
Homer, have run their Divifions of Fancy : This 
will m_ by the following Inſtances out of Vir- 
gil, which I ſhall preſent to the Reader in 
Mr. Dryden's Tranſlation. | 


Aurora »(w had liſt her Saffron Bed, 
| Aud Beams of early Light the Heav'ns verſtread; 


The Morn began from Ida to diſplay 
Her Roſy Cheeks, and Phoſpor led the Day. 


And now the roſy Morn began to riſe, 
And ward her Saffron Streamer thro' the Skies, 


X Now 


Cate” 
w 


5 £ * 


<4 3 * " by \ n . 4 
K * * * a 4 f * 
- = 5. , „ =>” 'S 4 
WY ＋ * 5 
- = 
* 7 


„*. . L Ales, (N 15 


Ne reſe the ruddy Morn from Tithon's Bed, 
nd the Dawn of Day the Skies 0'erſpread ; 
the Sun his daily Courſe with. held, 


= Colonrs to the World reveal d. 


The Morn enſuing from the Mountain's Height 
Had ſcarcely ſpread the Skies with roſy Lig , 
*Th* Etherial — bounding from 2 La, 
From out their flaming Noſtrils breath d the Day. 


þ T have not Room here to multiply Examples 
| out of the ancient Poets, but ſhall ſhew how 
dhe ſame Images have been copy'd or diverfify'd 
| by the Moderns. The following Deſcription is 
| "Taſje's,as it is very cloſely traced in the old Tran- 
1 Nation of Mr Fairfax. 


= y he purple Morning left her crimſon Bed, 
A donn'd her Robes of pure Vermilion Hue; 
= Amber Locks ſbe crown'd with Roſes wy 
In Eden' s flowry Gardens gather'd new. 


And our own Spencer, who excells in all Kinds 
of Imagery, arms. | the ſame Originals, re- 
preſents the Morning after the like Manner, 


. - Now when the roſy ger*d Morning fair, 
NMieary of aged Tit — s Saffron Bed, 

Had ſpread her purple Robes thro' dewy Air, 
And the high Hilts Titan diſcovered ; 

The royal Virgin ſbook — 
And riſing 3h ont of her baſer Bower, 
Leok'd for her Kuigi 
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be Day forth dawning from the Eaſt, 
Night's humid Curtains the Heav'ns withdrew. 
And early calling forth both Man and Beaſt, 
Commanded them their daily Works renew.. 


But of all — of the Morning as a 
Perſon, it is impoſſible to find a more Beautiful 
one than that of Shakeſpear. We 


Look where the Morn in Ruſſet Mantle clad 
Walks o'er the Dew of you high Eaſtern Hill. 


The ſame Author has fa another Place oi» 
belliſh'd his Subject thus: a 


— — Look what Streaks 
Do lace the ſevering Clouds in yonder Eaſt. 
Night's Tapers are hurnt out, and jocund Day 
Stands tiptoe on the miſty Mountain Tops. _ 


The two following Deſcriptions likewiſe by 
the ſame Hand are very poetical. 
o 


The Glo- orm ſhetus the Matin to be near 
And Zins to pale his une ffedtua ! Fre. 


The Wolves have prey d; and look, the gentle Day 
Before the Wheels of Phæbus, round about | 
Dapples the Drowſie Eaſt with Spots of Grey. 


In Milton's Paradiſe loft, the Deſcriptions of the 
Morning are drawn with exquiſite Beauty, yet 
ſome of them retain (tho' in a Chriſtian Poem) a 
Mixture of the ſame Mythology. 
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558 _ ſome of theſe Poetical Pictures which I have 
here ſet before the Reader, the Heav'ns only are 
ſhewn, and the firſt ſpringing of 

In others the Earth is taken into t 
with her Flowers wet with Dew, and her rifing 
r And ſometimes * . of 

ing Creatures to the Seaſon are 
"Cenked, and * — — 
fing Images. Such i is that admirable Deſcription 
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ee le rely Seeps inch Eaſtern Ci 
A ſow'd the Earth with Orient Pearl. 
Ve eee Tears, ack refs Fland 

'd by the circ 5, ro 
Unbarr'd the Gates of Light ——— pp 
the Morn, 
befeve hi array d in Gold 

e her vaniſh'd Night 
Shot thro? with Orient Be Beams ——— — * 

nean while 

To * 7 the World with ſacre acred Lig be a 
Leucothoe wak'd, and with freſb 4 embalm'd 
The Earth 
—— Now ſacred Light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid Flowers that breath'd 
Their Morning Incenſe, when — e s that breath 
From th Earth's high Altar Jo Praiſe 
To the Creator, > his No 2 2 
With gratrful Smell——— — 


N 


Fight there. 
Proſpect, 


et greater Diverſity of amu- 


”, Wiſkd Mforging/s come, and now uber t the Plains, 

A diſtant Manmt ains where they feed their Flocks, 

Shepherds lea ve t heir homely Huta, 

Ane with ee Pipes N the new born _— 
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The luſty Swain comes with his well- fill d = * 
fqn Viands, which when Hunger call, 

With much Content and Appetite he eats, 

To follow in the Field his daily Toil, 
And dreſs the grateful Glebe that yields him Fruits. 
The Beaſts, that under the warm Hedges ſlept, | 
And weather'd out the cold bleak Night, are up, 
And looking tom rds the neighb'ring Paſtures rajſe 
Their Voice, and bid their fellow Brutes Good Morrow. 
The cheerful Birds too on the Tops of Trees 
Aſſemble all in Choirs, and with their Notes 

Salute and welcome up the Riſung Sun. 


I ſhall conclude this Paper with a Remark, 
which I believe will be allow'd by all impartial 
Criticks, That whoever will take the Pains to 
look into the ſeveral Deſcriptions of this Kind, 


which may be found in the Words of ancient and 
modern Writers, will find that the E arti 
as | 


have deſcrib'$.the Morning with at 


Elegance of Fancy as any others have done, and 
with more Varieeg. 
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Nun ER XI. 


r 


Mille trahit varios adverſo ſole colores, Virg 


es 


S MonDpayr, February 15. 1713. 
S IR Iſaac Newton, as I have obſerv'd in a Diſ- 
courſe upon another Subject, has by his great 
Sagacity and unwearied Application diſcover'd 
that the Light of the Sun 1s a Compoſition of 
Rays diſtinguiſh'd by their peculiar native Co- 
Jours : He has found Means to unravel theſe lucid 
Threads, and has often preſented them to the 
Sight actually diſunited, as they are, in a great 
ure, ſeparated in the Rainbow ; whence it 
appears, that Colours do not reſult from the 
various Modifications of Light reflected from the 
different Surfaces of viſible Objects, but that 
they are diſtin Qualities originally inherent in 
the Beams of the Sun. Theſe Beams endow'd 
with different Colours flowing at once from that 
Luminary, loſe their Diſtinctions, and by their 
Complications form a ſhining Diffufion of a whi- 
tiſh or yellowiſh Colour, as Sir Iſaac affirms, 
tho' it ſeems to me to have none. I do not re- 
member that any Cauſe has been aſſign'd why 
© theſe different Rays when united do not _ 
N | | then 
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their peculiar native Properties, but conſpire to 

roduce a colourleſs Maſs. The Reaſon of that - 

ffect, I imagine, may be thus accounted for. 
Colours not being abſolute, but relative Quali- 
ties, receive their Denomination and Diſtincti- 
on, as they variouſly a& upon the Organ of 
Sight and the Principle of Senſation z while 
every Impulſe thus made, diverfify'd by the. 
different Motion of different Rays, produces a. 
diſtin Appearance. Suppole then that the pe- 
culiar Dire ions of that Motion, in which con- 
ſiſts their Power of exciting the Senſation of. 
this or that Colour, is broken or ſuſpended, 
1 muſt all appear to the Eye alike, that is, 
without Colour. Now 'tis evident that when. 
the coincident Sun-beams flow down the Air, by 
mingling together, they muſt break, and vary 
the Motion of each other; and while they. 
deſtroy that particular Direction, which is eſſen- 
tially Har] to imprint on the Eye the Colour. 
proper to each Kind of Rays, all muſt be un- 
tinctur'd and without Diſtindion. 

If we contemplate the Nature of this lumin- 
ous Body, produc'd by the Confluence of vari- 
ous Rays, we ſhall be ready to think that 'tis 
form'd of the fineſt and bigheſt re&ify'd Parti- 
cles of Fire, attenuated to ſuch a Degree, that. 
tho' it illuminates immenſe Regions of Sky and 
Air, = were the thin Expanſion cloſely com-- 

ated, it would have no conſiderable Bulk or 

eight; nor is the Velocity of this active Be- 
ing leſs admirable, while in a Moment it darts its 
Beams thro' many thouſand Leagues of interven- 
ing Space. | 
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The Matter that compoſes it, is ſo pure and 
ſubtile, that it approaches the neareſt to im- 
material Creatures, and bears a great Similitude 
and Affinity to the Nature of thoſe Animal Spi- 
rits, which are the immediate Inftruments of * 
Soul, when it exerts its Powers of Perception 
and Motion; and if ſpiritual Beings are not en- 
tirely incorporeal, but are wrapt in refin'd and 
Splendid Matter, as the Platonick Philoſophers 
and 1 the firſt Chriſtian Fathers affirm'd, 
*tis probable their Vehicles are compos'd of this 
pure and bright Subſtance ; and if this be true, 
tis as likely that the human Soul, when it de- 
parts from the Body, takes with it for its Cloath- 
ing the Syſtem of Animal Spirits. 

As this ſhining Mixture is in it ſelf moſt amia- 
ble and delightful, ſo when it is imbib'd, modi- 

d and reflected by Corporeal Beings, it bears 
along with it the Image of each Object ſtampt 
upon its Rays, by which thoſe Objects be- 
come vifible. To this the Fruits and Flow- 
ers of the Garden owe all their gay and lovely 
Colours, and the Fields their pleaſant Ver- 
dure. While this ſplendid Emanation deſcends 
from its exhauſtleſs Fountain, it brings to us 
the Portraits of diſtant Orbs, azure Skies and 
lofty Hills, with all their Woods, Flocks and 
Herds; and by the Mediation of its Luſtre, 
Springs, Rivers and Groves intermix'd with 
ſtately Buildings are tranſmitted to the Eye in 
delightful Land-skips. 


Nor is the Effect of theſe luminous and 
active Particles leſs wonderful, while by ano- 
ther Property of Heat which attends them, the 
ſeminal Salts and genial Spirits, which ſleep 

in 
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in the Surface of the Earth, or float in the Bo- 


+ ſom of the Waters, are awaken'd and cheriſh'd; 


whence it becomes the Parent of Animal Life by 
the Production of innumerable Inſects, as well as 
of vegetable Energy, by which it ſtocks the En- 
cloſures and the Plains with an infinite Diverſity 
of Plants, Fruits and Flowers. 


When we conſider Light as collected and em- 


| body'din the Sun, as its Brightneſs dazzles the 


Eye, ſo its Swiftneſs and unlimited Diffuſion 
confounds the Underſtanding ; and as the gw 
ous Appearance of that radiant Orb is a livel 
Repreſentation of the Author's Power, at whoſe 
Call it ſtarted up out of Darkneſs into Being, ſo 
the conſtant Emanations from it that illumi- 
nate and enliven the World, expreſs a Reſem- 
blance of his unlimited Goodneſs; and upon 
ſuch Reflections it is not improbable that the Per- 
fians, and many other Nations eſpecially of the 
Eaſtern World, paid divine Adoration to this 
Illuſtrious Creature, which by the boundleſs Pro- 
fuſion of its Treaſure is ſuch an indulgent Bene- 
factor to Mankind. *Tis certain, that of all viſi- 
ble Beings this had the faireſt Pretence to their 
Worſhip; and therefore their Idolatry was more , 
excuſable than that of the Zyyprians, who ſow'd 
their Gardens with Vegetable Deities, and be- 
ſtow'd divine Honour on the moſt deſtructive 
Animals of their Country. 

Light being the moſt beneficial and beautiful 
Being of the viſible World, it is no wonder it is 
us'd to expreſs all Kinds of Excellence of which 
we have no ſenſible Perception. While the Soul 
inhabits the Body, having for the moſt part been 
inur'd to receive its Ideas by the Miniſtry of the 

Senſes, 
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Senſes, it is always moſt pleas'd with thoſe Im- 


ages which are tranſmitted to it by the ſame Con- 


veyance; and therefore the Perfections of incor- 
— Spirits are repreſented to the Mind by 
taphors deriv'd from ſenſible Objects. 

Ven the ſacred Volumes expreſs the Felicity 
of a future State, ſometimes it is deſcrib'd as a 
Banquet of the richeſt Meats and moſt delicious 
Wines; ſometimes it is exhibited by all the 
Charms of Melody; and at other times a happy 
Immortality is ſhadow'd forth by the Pollaicn 
of Thrones and Diadems, and all the Magnifi- 
cence which attends imperial Majeſty. But the 
moſt frequent Repreſentation of eternal Bliſs is 
borrow'd from Light or Splendor. The Seats of 
the Bleſſed are calld the Regions of Light; and 
the beatifick Viſion is to behold the Almighty's 
Glory, who, when he manifeſted himſelf to Mo- 
fes, is ſaid to have made his Glory paſs before him, 
As he tiles himſelf the Father of LIohrs, fo 
when he would expreſs his tranſcendent Excel- 
lence and Majeſty, he deſcribes himſelf cloath'd 
with LIGHT as with a Garm-nt, It is very evident 
that all theſe are figurative Expreffions, fince to 
ſay that the Supreme Being Sake inacceſſible 
Light, or that he dwells in impenetrable Dark- 
neſs, convey to the Mind the ſame Idea of his 
unſcarchable Perfections. 

It is further to be obſery'd, that we do not 
only by the Metaphors deriv'd from Light and 
Splendor fignify our Ideas of Renown, Alacrity, 


and the Favour of Princes; but we likewiſe ex- 


refs by them all intellectual Perfections. A 


uperior Underſtanding is term'd clear and 
bright, and a defective one dark and cloudy ; a 
great 
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great Genius has the Epithet of ſhining; beau- 
tiful Diction is call'd ſplendid, and eminent Ver- 
tue has the Appellation of illuſtrious. 


I muſt here abruptly acquaint the Reader with, 
what has happen'd in our Fraternity ſince the fore- 
going Eflay was diſpatch'd to the Preſs. I pro- 
ceeded in my Office as Secretary, to produce ſe- 
veral Letters and looſe Minutes, as Materials for 
following Papers. Among other Particulars we 
have before us a Complaint exhibited in Form 
from the Abbeſs of the Lay-Nunnery againſt Mr. 
FREEMAN. The Siſterhood have attack'd him 
very ſeverely, as the ſuſpected Author of certain 
— in our Paper of Friday was Sev'night, 
and are angry that we pretend to have pry'd into 
the Secrets of their Order. In Anſwer to this, 
NED had drawn up a Manifeſto, in order to be 
1 next Wedneſday, But Sir EusrAcE 


ock ER, at Whoſe Pleaſure we began this Cor- 


reſpondence with the Publick, made a Motion 
which we readily came into, That Mr. FREEMAN 
ſhould only ſend his Manifeſio under Cover to 
the Secretary of the Lay-Nunnery, and that for 
the preſent the Printing of our Eflays be ſuſ- 
pended. 

p. S. We have juſt now receiv'd News, that 
the Lady Abbeſs above-mention'd is marry'd 3 
and that certain Difficulties arifing among the 
Siſters about ſettling the next Seniority, the Lay- 
Nunnery is diflolv'd. 
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